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                          “ T h e  D i s c i p l e ’ s  P r a y e r  –  P a r t  2 ”             2 / 1 2 / 1 2  
                                    M a t t h e w  6 : 7 - 1 5  
 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  
 
 T oday ,  I ’m  p r e a ch i ng  t h e  s e cond  pa r t  o f  a  two  pa r t  s e rmon  on  The  

D i s c i p l e ’ s  P r a ye r ,  wh i ch  t e a che s  u s  how  t o  p r a y .   I t  g i v e s  u s  t h e  ba s i c  

p r i n c i p l e s  we  need  f o r  powe r f u l  e f f e c t i v e  p r a ye r .   L a s t  week ,  I  e xp l a i n ed  

t h e  add re s s  and  l o c a t i on  pa r t s  o f  The  D i s c i p l e ’ s  P r a y e r  and  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  

f i v e  r eque s t s  t h a t  c omp r i s e  i t .   T oday ,  I ’m  go i ng  t o  e xp l a i n  t h e  r ema i n i ng  

f ou r  r e que s t s .   I  wou l d  a c know l edge  my  u se  o f  Da l l a s  W i l l a r d ’ s  c ommen t a r y  

on  t h e s e  v e r s e s  i n  h i s  b ook  The  D i v i n e  Con sp i r a c y .    

 

“ Y o u r  K i n g d o m  C o m e ”  
 
 The  s e cond  r eque s t ,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t ,  c on ce r n s  God ’ s  po s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

human  r e a lm .   Tha t  r e que s t ,  i n  v e r s e  10 ,  i s  “ Y o ur  k i n g do m  c o m e . ”  

 God ’ s  k i n gdom  i s  t h e  r ange  o f  H i s  e f f e c t i v e  w i l l .   I t ’ s  t h e  doma i n  o r  

r e a lm  i n  wh i c h  He  wan t s  done  i s  d one .   The  s e cond  c l a u s e  i n  v e r s e  10 ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  o n l y  r e s t a t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  c l a u se .   F o r  God ’ s  k i n gdom t o  c ome  

means  f o r  H i s  w i l l  t o  b e  done .     

 Now ,  no t i c e  t h e  p l a c e  t o  wh i c h  we  a s k  H i s  k i n gdom t o  c ome .   I t ’ s  “ o n  

e a r t h  a s  i t  i s  i n  h e a v en . ”   “ H ea v e n ”  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  un seen  s p i r i t u a l  r e a lm  

t h a t  t h e  ange l s  a nd  He  i n hab i t .   “ E a r t h ”  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  p l a c e s  t h a t  we  l i v e  

ou r  l i v e s .   Tho se  p l a c e s  i n c l ude  ou r  c hu r che s ,  homes ,  n e i g hbo rhood s ,   

wo r kp l a ce s ,  s t r e e t s ,  b a l l  f i e l d s ,  c ou r t s ,  l e g i s l a t i v e  h a l l s ,  mov i e  t h ea t r e s ,  

a nd  g r o ce r y  s t o r e s  t o  n ame  on l y  a  f ew .   Now ,  H i s  k i ngdom ha s  a l r e ady  c ome  

t o  h eaven .   Wha t  He  w i l l s  t h e r e  a lway s  happen s .   Bu t  t h a t  i s n ’ t  t h e  c a s e  on  

e a r t h .   S o ,  we  p r a y  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  t h e  c a s e .    

 A s  a  p r a c t i c a l  ma t t e r ,  t h e  s e cond  r eque s t  i s  abou t  human  a c t i v i t y .   

We ’ r e  a s k i ng  God  t o  wo r k  s o  t h a t  p eop l e ’ s  d eed s  w i l l  c on f o rm  t o  H i s  w i l l .  

 We  d i r e c t  t h i s  r e que s t  f i r s t  o f  a l l  t o  ou r  a c t i v i t y .   We  have  l im i t a t i o n s ,  

weakne s s e s ,  a nd  bod i l y  h ab i t s  t h a t  make  u s  s u s c ep t i b l e  t o  a c t i n g  c on t r a r y  

t o  God ’ s  w i l l .   Rea l i z i n g  t h a t ,  we  a s k  H im  t o  r enew  ou r  m ind s  and  r e v i v e  ou r  

w i l l s  s upe r na t u r a l l y  s o  we ’ r e  ab l e  t o  do  wha t  He  wan t s .   S ome  yea r s  ago ,  I  

r e c ogn i z ed  t h a t  I  r ou t i n e l y  u s ed  wo rd s  t o  ad j u s t  h ow  I  appea r ed  t o
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o t he r s  –  t o  make  t h em  th i n k  I  wa s  mo r e  compe t en t  and  r i g h t eou s  t h an  I  

wa s .   Tha t ’ s  d e c e i t f u l  a nd  h ypo c r i t i c a l  t h ough  and  c on t r a r y  t o  God ’ s  w i l l .   

S o ,  I  p r a yed  and  a s ked  H im  t o  a s s i s t  me  i n  b e i ng  hone s t  and  s i n c e r e  -  i n  

r e s i g n i ng  t o  H im  how  I  appea r ed  t o  o t he r s .    

 We  d i r e c t  t h e  s e cond  r eque s t  a l s o  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  o t h e r s .   The  

peop l e  we  know  o r  mee t  e v e r yday  a r e  s l a v e s  t o  s i n .   They  r ou t i n e l y  do  e v i l  

t h i n g s  au t oma t i c a l l y ,  w i t h ou t  e v en  t h i nk i ng  abou t  t h em .   S o ,  we  p r a y  and  

a s k  God  t o  b r i n g  t h e  g r a ce s  and  powe r s  o f  t h e  Ho l y  Sp i r i t  t o  t h e i r  m i nd s ,  

h ea r t s ,  a nd  l i v e s ;  t o  s how  t hem  t he  e v i l  t h e y  do  and  g i v e  t h em  t h e  de s i r e  

and  powe r  no t  t o  do  i t .   I  k now  a  Ch r i s t i a n ,  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  who  i s  a  w i ndbag .   

She  dom ina t e s  conve r s a t i o n s  and  t u r n s  o t he r s  o f f  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  wh i c h  i s  

c on t r a r y  t o  God ’ s  w i l l .   S o ,  I  a s k  H im ,  t h r ough  t h e  Ho l y  Sp i r i t ,  t o  i n f o rm  he r  

m i nd  and  s t r eng t hen  he r  w i l l  s o  s he  won ’ t  d o  t h a t .  

 We  a l s o  d i r e c t  t h e  s e cond  r eque s t  t o  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .   H i ghe r - l e v e l  

p a t t e r n s  o f  e v i l  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  and  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  

c omp r i s e  ou r  c u l t u r e .   So ,  we  p r a y  and  a s k  God  t o  b r e a k  up  t ho se  pa t t e r n s .    

I  p r a y ,  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  t h a t  He  w i l l  d e s t r o y  Ho l l ywood ’ s  ob se s s i on  w i t h  s e x ,  

v i o l en c e ,  a nd  vu l g a r i t y  o r  w i l l  c o r r e c t  t h e  Un i t e d  S t a t e s  Sup r eme  Cou r t ’ s  

d i s t o r t i o n  o f  p r i v a c y  r i g h t s ,  b o t h  o f  wh i c h  a r e  c on t r a r y  t o  H i s  w i l l .   

 S omeday ,  when  J e su s  c omes  aga i n ,  t h e  pe r f e c t  w i l l  o f  God  w i l l  a lway s  

be  done  e ve r ywhe r e  i n  t he  un i v e r s e ,  i n c l ud i ng  e a r t h .   Un t i l  t h a t  d ay  c omes ,  

we  p r a y  t h a t  H i s  w i l l  b e  done  on  e a r t h  a s  i t  i s  i n  h eaven .  

 

“ G i v e  U s  T h i s  D a y  O u r  D a i l y  B r e a d ”  
 
 The  t h i r d  r eque s t  i s  t h e  f i r s t  t h a t  c on ce r n s  u s  and  i s  f o und  i n  v e r s e  

11 ,  “ G i v e  u s  t h i s  d a y  ou r  d a i l y  b r e a d . ”    

 The  wo rd  “ b r e a d ”  he r e  i s  s ymbo l i c  a nd  r ep re s en t s  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  we  

need  t o  l i v e  i n  a  f un c t i o na l  manne r .   S ome  o f  t h o se  a r e  c ommon  t o  u s  a l l .   

I ’m  t a l k i n g  abou t  t h i ng s  l i k e  f o od ,  c l o t h i ng ,  and  she l t e r .   O t he r s  a r e  

p e cu l i a r  t o  ou r  own  s i t u a t i o n s .   A  s i n g l e  mo the r ,  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  n eed s  

r e l i a b l e  b aby s i t t i n g  f o r  h e r  c h i l d r en .   An  i l l  p e r s on  need s  med i c i n e .   A  

c o l l e ge  s t uden t  n eed s  book s .   A  wo r k i n g  pe r s on  need s  r e l i a b l e  
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t r a n spo r t a t i o n  t o  h i s  o r  h e r  j o b .   Y ou  ge t  t h e  i d ea .   “ B r e a d ”  s ymbo l i z e s  a l l  

t h e  t h i ng s  we  need  t o  l i v e  i n  a  f un c t i ona l  manne r .  

 Now ,  no t i c e  wha t  we  a s k  ou r  h eaven l y  F a t he r .   I t ’ s  t h a t  He  w i l l  g i v e  u s  

t h o s e  t h i ng s .   I t ’ s  t h a t  He  w i l l  mee t  t h e  need s  o f  ou r  l i v e s .    

 When  I  wa s  i n  l aw  s choo l ,  my  w i f e  and  I  d r o ve  an  o l d  Fo r d  Ven t u r a  

w i t h  f o u r  b ad  t i r e s .   The  s t e e l  b e l t s  we r e  a c t u a l l y  p r o t r ud i ng  t h r ough  t h e  

r ubbe r .   We  had  no  money  t o  buy  new  one s  t hough  and  so ,  I  d i d  wha t  J e su s  

t e a che s .   I  a s k ed  God  t o  p r o v i d e  t h em .   A f t e r  f i l l i n g  t h e  pu l p i t  one  Sunday  

a t  B r oadv i ew  He i gh t s  F r i e nd s  Chu r ch ,  my  f ou r  y ea r - o l d  s on  Mose s  c ame  

r unn i ng  up  t o  me  and  s a i d ,  “ D a d ,  d a d ,  Je s u s  p ut  n e w  t i r e s  o n  o u r  c a r . ”   

I  wen t  ou t  and  l o o ked  and  su r e  enough ,  He  d i d .   One  o f  t h e  men  a t  t h e  

c hu r ch ,  who  owned  a  g a s  s t a t i on ,  n o t i c ed  how  bad  ou r  t i r e s  we r e .   S o ,  h e  

t o o k  ou r  c a r  t o  h i s  s t a t i on  du r i n g  t h e  wo r sh i p  s e r v i c e  and  pu t  f o u r  n ew  

one s  on  i t .   Tha t  who l e  e xpe r i e n c e  wa s  t h e  t h i r d  r eque s t  l i v ed  ou t .   I  h ad  a  

need  t h a t  wa s  s pe c i f i c  a nd  r e a l .   I  a s k ed  God  t o  mee t  i t .   And  He  me t  i t .   

 Now  l o o k  a t  t h e  wo rd  “ d a i l y . ”   The  emphas i s  i n  t h i s  r e que s t  i s  on  

p r o v i s i on  t o day  f o r  wha t  we  need  t oday .   The r e ’ s  no t h i ng  w rong  w i t h  hav i ng  

p r o v i s i o n s  t oday  f o r  wha t  we  w i l l  n eed  t omo r r ow .   Bu t  we  shou l dn ’ t  p u t  ou r  

t r u s t  i n  t h a t .   We  shou l d  pu t  i t  i n  God  i n s t e ad  who  w i l l  b e  p r e s en t  w i t h  u s  

t omo r r ow  a s  s u r e l y  a s  He  i s  t oday .   We  don ’ t  wo r r y  abou t  t h e  f u t u r e .   We  

a s k  H im  f o r  wha t  we  need  t oday .   Tomor row ,  we  do  t h e  s ame .   The  ne x t  d a y  

we  do  t he  s ame .   And  s o  on .   Ou r  on l y  s e cu r i t y  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  i s  God  who  

g i v e s  u s  ou r  b r ead  e a ch  da y  a s  we  a s k  H im  f o r  i t .  

 

“ F o r g i v e  U s  O ur  D e b t s ”  
 

The  f o u r t h  r eque s t ,  i n  v e r s e  12 ,  i s  a bou t  f o r g i v i ng  d eb t s .   “ D e b t s ”  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  t h i ng s  p eop l e  do  w rong .   “ F o r g i v i n g ”  means  hav i ng  p i t y  on  

peop l e .   I t  c onno t e s  no t  d ea l i n g  w i t h  t hem  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  w rong  t h i ng s  

t h e y ’ v e  done  –  no t  mak i ng  t h em  pay .   Th i s  r e ques t  t h en  i s  a bou t  p eop l e  

who  do  w rong  t h i ng s  b e i ng  f o r g i v en .   The  two  s t a t emen t s  i n  v e r s e  12  make  

c l e a r  t h a t  i t  h a s  two  a spe c t s .  

 The  f i r s t  a spe c t  i s  God ’ s  f o r g i v i ng  u s .   We ’ v e  done  s ome th i ng  w rong .  
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We ’ ve  s i n ned  aga i n s t  H im .   S o ,  we  a s k  H im  t o  h a ve  p i t y  on  u s ,  wh i c h  He  

doe s .   He  doe sn ’ t  d ea l  w i t h  u s  on  t h e  ba s i s  o f  t h e  w rong  we  d i d .   He  

doe sn ’ t  make  u s  p a y  f o r  i t .   On  t h e  c on t r a r y ,  He  t r e a t s  u s  a s  i f  we  hadn ’ t  

d one  i t .   God  i s  ou r  h eaven l y  F a t h e r  and  l i k e  good  e a r t h l y  f a t he r s ,  He ’ s  

l o ng s  t o  f o r g i v e  H i s  c h i l d r en ,  and  doe s  when  t h e y  a s k  i t .  

 The  s e cond  a spe c t  o f  t h e  f ou r t h  r eque s t  i s  we  f o r g i v i n g  o t he r s .   We  

s a y  i n  i t ,  “ j u s t  a s  w e  h a v e  f o r g i v e n  o u r  d e b to r s . ”    

We ’ r e  do i ng  two  t h i n g s  he r e .    

F i r s t ,  we ’ r e  r e s o l v i n g  t o  f o r g i v e  t ho se  who ’ v e  w ronged  u s .   We  may ,  

f o r  t h e i r  own  good ,  l e t  t h em  su f f e r  a n y  na t u r a l  c on sequence s  o f  wha t  

t h e y ’ v e  done .   Bu t  o t he rw i s e ,  we  i n t end  t o  h ave  p i t y  on  t h em .   We  i n t end  

no t  t o  d ea l  w i t h  t h em  on  t h e  ba s i s  o f  t h e  w rong s  t h e y ’ v e  done ,  no t  t o  make  

t h em  pay .   We  t h en  c a r r y  ou t  t h a t  i n t en t i o n  t o  t he  b e s t  o f  ou r  ab i l i t y .  

We ’ r e  do i ng  a  s e cond  t h i ng .   We ’ r e  a s k i ng  God  t o  h e l p  u s  t o  f o r g i v e  

t ho s e  who ’ v e  w ronged  u s .   The re ’ s  a  r e a son  we  a s k  t h i s .   E v en  t h ough  i t ’ s  

u p  t o  u s  t o  f o r g i v e ,  we  can ’ t  do  i t  w i t hou t  God ’ s  h e l p .   Bu t  we  c an  e xpe c t  

H i s  h e l p  when  we  a s k  f o r  i t  a nd  s o ,  t h a t ’ s  e x a c t l y  wha t  we  do .   We  p r a y  a s  

c on s t an t l y  a s  we  need  t o  and  a s k  H im  t o  h e l p  u s  f o r g i v e .    

I  d on ’ t  k now  abou t  y ou ,  bu t  t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I  d o  when  s omeone  w rong s  

me  i s  p r a y .   We ’ v e  a l l  s u f f e r ed  i n j u s t i c e s  a t  t h e  hand s  o f  o t h e r s  h a ven ’ t  

we?   The  g r ea t e s t  o f  t h o s e  f o r  me  o c cu r r ed  f ou r  o r  f i v e  y ea r s  ago  now .   The  

f i r s t  t h i n g  I  d i d  when  I  f o und  ou t  wha t  t h e  pe r s on  had  done  wa s  p r a y .   

F i r s t ,  I  r e s o l v ed  t o  f o r g i v e  t h i s  one  who  s o  ho r r i b l y  w r onged  me  and  

p r om i s ed  God  I  wou l d .   S e cond ,  I  a s k ed  H im  t o  he l p  me  do  i t  a nd  He  d i d .   I  

wa s  ab l e  t o  f o r g i v e  t h e  pe r s on .   I  wa s  ab l e  t o  h a ve  p i t y  on  he r .      

I t ’ s  v i t a l  t h a t  we  l i v e  ou t  t h e  f ou r t h  r eque s t ,  f o r  two  r e a son s .    

The  s e cond  c l a u s e  i n  t h e  r eque s t ,  “ a s  we  a l s o  ha v e  f o r g i v e n  o u r  

d e b t o r s , ”  r e v ea l s  one  o f  t h o s e .   Y ou  and  I  h a ve  a  un i t y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n .   We  a r e  a  who l e  b e i ng  and  so ,  ou r  p e r s ona l i t y  n eed s  t o  b e  

i n t e r na l l y  c on s i s t en t  w i t h  i t s e l f .   We  c anno t ,  a s  a  r e su l t ,  r e c e i v e  

f o r g i v ene s s  y e t  no t  g i v e  i t .   We ’ r e  c apab l e  o f  r e c e i v i n g  f o r g i v ene s s  ( f e e l i n g  

f o r g i v en )  on l y  t o  t h e  deg r ee  we ’ r e  c apab l e  o f  g i v i n g  i t .    
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J e su s ’  d r ama t i c  s t a t emen t s  i n  v e r s e s  14 - 15  r e vea l  a  s e cond  r e a son  i t ’ s  

v i t a l  t o  l i v e  ou t  t h e  f ou r t h  r eque s t .   The r e  a r e  f ew  one  way  s t r e e t s  i n  t h e  

k i n gdom o f  God  and  f o r g i v ene s s  i s n ’ t  o ne  o f  t h em .   I t ’ s  a  two  way  s t r e e t  

i n s t e ad .   God  w i l l  f o r g i v e  u s  i n  t h e  s ame  measu r e  we  f o r g i v e  o t he r s .   He  

w i l l  make  u s  p ay  t o  t h e  s ame  deg r ee  we  make  o t he r s  p a y .   We ’ l l  s u f f e r  

e t e r na l  l o s s  i n  h eaven ,  i n  o t he r  wo rd s ,  i f  we  don ’ t  f o r g i v e .    

S o ,  when  o t he r s  w r ong  you ,  p r a y !   Re so l v e  t o  f o r g i v e  t h em  and  a s k  

God ’ s  h e l p  i n  do i n g  so .    

 

“ D o  N o t  L e a d  U s  i n t o  T e m p t a t i o n ”  
 

We  c ome  now  t o  t h e  f i f t h  and  f i n a l  r e que s t  i n  v e r s e  13 .   I t  h a s  two  

pa r t s .   One  i s ,  “ L e a d  u s  n o t  i n t o  t e m p t a t i o n . ”   The  t emp t a t i o n  r e f e r r ed  

he r e  i s  t o  s i n .   The  o t he r  p a r t  i s ,  “ D e l i v e r  u s  f r o m  e v i l . ”   The  e v i l  h e r e  

i s n ’ t  b ad  t h i n g s  we  do .   I t ’ s  b ad  t h i ng s  t h a t  a r e  done  t o  u s ,  t h a t  i s ,  b ad  

t h i n g s  t h a t  h appen  t o  u s .    

B o t h  pa r t s  o f  t h e  r eque s t ,  t o ge t he r ,  t e a ch  u s  a  de f i n i n g  t r u t h .   Bad  

t h i ng s  h appen i ng  t o  u s  a r e  t emp t a t i o n s  t o  s i n .   They ’ r e  d ange rou s  

c ha l l e nge s  t o  ou r  f a i t h .   J u s t  o b se r ve  how  qu i c k l y  p eop l e  a t t a c k  God  when  

bad  t h i ng s  h appen  t o  t h em  and  you ’ l l  g r a sp  wha t  I  mean .   I  r emembe r  

a c t ua l l y  c u r s i n g  God  on ce  y ea r s  ago .   One  o f  my  f ou r  y ea r - o l d  s on s  wa s  

ha v i ng  a  s e r i o u s  ongo i ng  phy s i c a l  p r ob l em .   I  c ame  home  f r om  t h e  ho sp i t a l  

o ne  n i gh t ,  l o o ked  up  i n t o  t h e  s k y ,  and  cu r s ed  God  f o r  a l l ow i ng  h im  t o  go  

t h r ough  a l l  o f  t h a t .   I  k now  i t  b y  e xpe r i e n c e  and  s o  do  mos t  o f  y ou .   Bad  

t h i ng s  h appen i ng  t o  u s  a r e  t emp t a t i o n s  t o  s i n .    

S o ,  we  p r a y .   We  a s k  God  t o  p r o t e c t  u s  and  no t  l e t  b ad  t h i ng s  h appen  

t o  u s .   Th i s  p r a ye r  i s  a  c and i d  adm i s s i o n  t o  H im  t ha t  we  can ’ t  t a k e  much  

p r e s su r e .   Da l l a s  W i l l a r d  e xp l a i n s  i t  we l l :  “ I t  i s  a  v o t e  o f  ‘ n o  c o n f i d e n c e ’  

i n  o u r  o w n  a b i l i t i e s .   A s  t h e  s e r i e s  o f  r e q u e s t s  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  

g l o r i f i c a t i o n  o f  G o d ,  i t  e n d s  w i t h  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  t h e  f e e b l e n e s s  

o f  h u m a n  b e i n g s . ”   He ’ s  r i g h t  a nd  I ’m  no t  a s hamed  t o  adm i t  i t .   I ’m  f e eb l e  

and  weak .   S o ,  I  make  t h i s  r e ques t  a  f undamen t a l  c omponen t  o f  my  l i f e .   I  

p r a y  e v e r y  d ay  and  a s k  God  no t  t o  l e t  b ad  t h i ng s  h appen  t o  me .   I  p r a y  t h e  
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s ame  t h i n g  f o r  o t h e r s  a s  we l l .  

 I f  we  p r a y  t h i s ,  God  u sua l l y  w i l l  p r o t e c t  u s .   S t op  f o r  a  momen t  and  

c on s i d e r  how  dange r ou s  ou r  wo r l d  i s .   We  t r a ve l  5 5  mph  i n  s t e e l  v eh i c l e s  

w i t h  o t he r  s t e e l  v eh i c l e s  c om ing  a t  u s  a t  t h e  s ame  speed .   P owe r f u l  

b a c t e r i a  and  v i r u s e s  f i l l  t h e  env i r onmen t  a r ound  u s .   We  c ome  i n t o  c on t a c t  

w i t h  ang r y ,  d y s f un c t i ona l ,  and  e v i l  p eop l e  e v e r y  d a y .   Ou r  bod i e s  a r e  s o  

f r a g i l e  t h a t  i f  o u r  e y e s  qu i t  t e a r i n g ,  f o r  i n s t an ce ,  we ’ d  go  b l i n d .   Th i n k i ng  

o f  i t  i n  t h o s e  t e rms ,  i t ’ s  a  m i r a c l e  mo r e  bad  t h i ng s  don ’ t  h appen  t o  u s  t h an  

do .   I  s a i d  “ m i r a c l e ”  and  mean  i t .   The  on l y  r e a son  a  l o t  mo r e  b ad  t h i n g s  

don ’ t  h appen  t o  u s  t h an  do  i s  b e c au se  God  doe sn ’ t  l e t  t h em .   He ’ s  w i l l i n g  

and  ab l e  t o  p r o t e c t  u s  f r om  t h em  and  s o  we  a s k  H im  t o  do  j u s t  t h a t .    

 On  t ho se  r a r e  o c c a s i on s  when  He  doe sn ’ t  a nd  s ome th i ng  bad  happen s  

t o  u s ,  He  s t i l l  g r an t s  ou r  r e que s t .   On  t he  one  hand ,  we  s t i l l  h a ve  H i s  

unb ro ken  c a r e .   He  g i v e s  u s  t h e  p r o v i s i on  we  need ,  i n  H im ,  t o  eme rge  

v i c t o r i o u s .   On  t h e  o t he r  h and ,  t h e  b ad  t h i ng  He  a l l ows  ha s  a  s pec i a l  

f u n c t i o n  i n  H i s  p l a n s .   I t s  u l t ima t e  c on sequence  w i l l  b e  good  f o r  u s .    

A  Ch r i s t i a n  whose  daugh t e r  wa s  r aped  and  mu rde r ed  e xpe r i e n c ed  and  

e xp r e s s ed  wha t  I  mean :  “ O u r  a b i l i t y  t o  c o p e  c o m e s  f r o m  G o d .   I n  H i s  

p r e s e n ce ,  w e  de r i v e  f r e e l y  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  r e a l l y  m a t t e r :  g r a c e ,  

s t r e n g th ,  l o v e ,  a n d  b es t  o f  a l l  H i s  c o n s t a n t  a b i d i n g .   C h r i s t ’ s  

p r e s e n ce  h a s  m a d e  o u r  s o r r o w  s o m e t h i n g  b e a u t i f u l . ”    

The  f i f t h  r eque s t  i s  f undamen t a l  t o  l i f e  i n  a  f a l l e n  wo r l d .   S o ,  a s k  i t  

e v e r y  d a y ,  “ F a t h e r ,  d o n ’ t  l e t  b a d  t h i n g s  h a p p e n  t o  m e . ”     

 

C o n c l u s i o n  
 

The  r eque s t s  c l imax  i n  v e r s e  13 .   I t  c on t a i n s  a  d e c l a r a t i o n ,  “ F o r  

Y o u r s  i s  t h e  k i n g d o m  a n d  t h e  p o w e r  a n d  t h e  g l o r y  f o r e v e r ,  A m e n . ”   

Tha t  s t a t e s  t h e  r e a l i t y  t h a t  i s  t h e  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  t h e  r eque s t s  –  t h e  u t t e r  

g r e a t ne s s  and  goodne s s  o f  God .   V e r s e  13  a l s o  con t a i n s  a  wo rd ,  “ A m e n , ”  

wh i c h  mean s ,  “ S o  b e  i t . ”   I t  a f f i rms  t h a t  t h o se  r eque s t s  a r e  p r e c i s e l y  wha t  

we  wan t .   The  de c l a r a t i o n  and  wo rd  c l o s e  ou t  i n  d r ama t i c  f a s h i on  t h e  

p r a ye r  who se  p r i n c i p l e s  we  s hou l d  f o l l ow  –  The  D i s c i p l e ’ s  P r a ye r .     


