Rev 5:1-14:
I have a confession to make. I like to follow the political process. I know, I know this year the
process has been quite frustrating. But there is something interesting to me about it. Isn't it
funny how we expect one of these candidates to be "worthy"? I mean, think with me, is anyone
really worthy to be the President of the United States? Is anyone really worthy to execute the
duties of that office? Is anyone worthy to send men and women into battle? I am not saying
don't vote, definitely vote, I am simply saying that maybe the most worthy person is the person
that recognized that he really is not worthy and no one else is either.
I would go further and say that I am not worthy to preach or serve as a pastor. I am not going to
tell you of some secret sin, for there is not one to confess. I will simply tell you how can
someone be worthy to preach the Bible? How can someone be worthy to handle the Word of
God? How can someone be worthy to lead God's people? No one is worthy. No one.
Let's read Revelation 5:1-14 and my theme is that only Jesus is worthy.
Application: Humbly, Lean on Jesus. Be encouraged that there is someone Who will make
things right.
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both
sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud
voice, “Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or
on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and
wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look
inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of
Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven
seals.”
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne,
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and
took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.
Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the
prayers of God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying:
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[a]

“You are worthy to take the scroll
and to open its seals,
because you were slain,
and with your blood you purchased for God
persons from every tribe and language and people and nation.

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God,
and they will reign on the earth.”
11
Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon
thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the
living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying:
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[b]

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”
13
Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the
sea, and all that is in them, saying:
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,
for ever and ever!”
14
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped.
I.

We see that no one is worthy, or so it appears (Rev. 5:1-4).
a. Have you ever been in a situation when it seemed like there was no one, really no
one who could help?
b. Think about it. We think, or at least I do, that there are always options. We have cell
phones, we have access to all kinds of information.
c. I watched a movie based on a true story about people climbing Mount Everest when
some amazing storms hit. Really, we know Mount Everest we really cannot get help
to you.
d. We always can get help in most places, but in today's world there are still places
when there is no help.
e. But even when we think we have help everywhere is it the help we really need?
f. We need to fix creation. We need to get rid of sin. We need to get rid of murder,
violence, stealing, unfaithfulness, poverty, gangs, government oppression, the
Browns [okay that last one was a joke].
g. We need help!
h. They needed help in John's day as well. The government was persecuting Christians,
they were dying torturous deaths. Fallen Babylon was reigning and fallen Babylon
meant that it was the fallen system.
i. Verse 1 continues from chapter 4.
j. In Chapter 4 we had the scene of Heaven. Jesus was being worshipped.
k. Now, this seems to continue this scene of Heaven.
l. Now, we see these scrolls and we see in verse one that the scroll is written on on
both sides. Usually a scroll was only written on on one side because it needed to be
rolled up.

m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.

This scrolls being written on on both sides is saying that it is complete.
It has seven seals which is a number of completion.
There a lot of cross references to seals in Revelation, Daniel and Ezekiel
In verse 2 the angel asks who is worthy to open the book
Verse 3: No one was able to open the book or look into it.
This was no one in Heaven or on earth
John weeps (verse 4) because he thinks no one is worthy.
Again, he is overwhelmed seeing this vision of Heaven and then for a moment thinks
that no one can help.
u. How would you feel?
II.
Jesus is worthy, stop weeping (Revelation 5:5).
a. It is like the elder is saying "Calm down!"
b. One of the elders corrects, or scolds him:
c. Stop weeping
d. The Lion
e. From the Tribe of Judah
f. The Root of David
g. Has overcome
h. The elders represent us. (likely)
III.
The Lamb, Jesus, is described (Rev. 5:6-7).
• The Lamb takes the scroll Event
• a Gen 49:9
• Ge 49:9 “Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up. He couches, he
lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him up?
• b Heb 7:14
• Heb 7:14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, a tribe with reference to
which Moses spoke nothing concerning priests.
• c Is 11:1, 10; Rom 15:12; Rev 22:16
• Is 11:1 Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, And a branch from his roots will bear
fruit.
• Is 11:10 Then •in that •day The nations will resort to the root of Jesse, Who will stand as a
signal for the peoples; And His resting place will be glorious.
• Ro 15:12 •Again Isaiah says, “THERE SHALL COME THE ROOT OF JESSE, AND HE WHO ARISES
TO RULE OVER THE GENTILES, IN HIM SHALL THE GENTILES HOPE.”
• Re 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am
the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
•
•
•
•
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•
•

verse 6:
between the throne
four living creatures
elders
a Lamb standing as if slain
seven horns
seven eyes

•

o these are the seven spirits of God
o nice that this is defined:
o we think of the number seven in Revelation
o these Seven Spirits of God were/are sent out all over the earth
Verse 7: He took the book
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.

IV.

There is all types of Jewish imagery here.
Horns represent power.
A Lion represents power
Notice the description:
Seven horns
Seven eyes. They eyes are defined these eyes are the seven spirits of God which are
sent out to the whole earth.
g. This is all because of the cross.
h. Verse 5 had said that Jesus has conquered.
i. In the Greek: "The 'Root of David is conquering' to open the scroll."
j. The conquering allowed Jesus to open the scroll. The conquering is the cross.
k. This is all about the cross.
Jesus takes the scroll and is worshipped (Rev. 5:8-14)
a. Verses 8-14 are similar to chapter 4.
b. The four living creatures and the 24 elders are constantly bowing down.
c. They are singing a new song.
d. Verse 9 is about why Jesus is worthy:
i. He was slain
ii. Purchased for God with His blood people from every nation to be a Kingdom
and priests. Rev. 1:6)
iii. There is the emphasis on the cross and Jesus' sacrifice. There is the emphasis
on Him making us worthy to be priests, but how are
e. So we get to verse 11 and there are myriads and myriads and thousands upon
thousands of angels. A myriad is 10,000, so we have 10,000 times 10,000 times 1000
times 1000 angels with the 4 beasts and the 24 elders worshipping.
f. This would be a loud worship service.
g. We see what they say and then as they say it the elders are constantly falling down
to worship.

Close:
Who is Worthy? Jesus. Jesus is the only One who is worthy. The only way that one is worthy to
preach the Bible is to lean on Jesus for help, recognizing unworthiness. The only One who is
worthy is Jesus.
Philippians 2:5-11:
In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:

Who, being in very nature God,
did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7
rather, he made himself nothing
by taking the very nature of a servant,
being made in human likeness.
8
And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—
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[a]

[b]

even death on a cross!
9
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place
and gave him the name that is above every name,
10
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
With that, let's move into communion, recognizing Jesus' worthiness.

