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Introduction: 

When I was just out of high school, actually just over a year out of high school, I worked as a 
volunteer at what was called Life 2001. Every three years there is a youth convention called Life. 
Somewhere around 6000 students attend this convention and every night they have a special 
speaker with an evangelical message. On at least one of the nights I was supposed to go forward 
in order to lead those that had given their life to Christ up to a counselor. The gospel message 
would be given and the evangelist giving the message asked those who wanted to receive Christ 
to come forward. When they came forward I, as well as many others, would also come forward 
and then lead these new believers up to counselors who would help them understand what being 
a Christian means. The gospel message was given and many came forward, probably at least 500 
high school students. I walked forward to do my job. But you know something happened to me 
that was unexpected. I was standing up front while they were praying. The speaker was saying a 
prayer of confession with these new believers. I thought I was going up in order to simply lead 
part of this crowd up to the counselors, and I did do that. But God had me up there for another 
reason. I watched as people came forward to receive Christ. These people came forward in tears. 
They were in tears recognizing this great salvation that Jesus offered. They were in tears 
recognizing the deliverance that Jesus offered. As I observed this, I realized the awesome 
transformation I was witnessing. The New Testament uses the verb which we get metamorphosis 
from in order to talk about the transformation we have in Christ (2 Cor. 3:18). This is the same 
verb used to describe a caterpillar turning into a butterfly. Watching this made me think deeper 
about my salvation. I will never forget what God showed me at that time.  

Several years later I was in a personal evangelism class and my group was writing a Theology 
paper on the doctrine of justification. Basically, this means that when we commit to Christ we 
are declared righteous in God’s sight. So, one of my group members was sharing with the 
professor how she couldn’t hold back the tears as she studied this doctrine. As she studied this 
doctrine, she realized in a deeper way how great her salvation is. She studied and God took her 
beyond the intellectual to the emotional.  

We are going to talk about the disciple named Andrew. Andrew was inquisitive. He asked 
questions and thought deeply. I think he was an intellectual. He was inquisitive about salvation. 
Andrew was also first to follow Jesus. He was the first person recorded to follow Jesus. He 
experienced this metamorphosis. But more than that, on at least three occasions he led others to 
Jesus. He was ready and willing to maybe lead others to this metamorphosis. Andrew was a 
missionary.  

Let’s look at a few passages about Andrew: 

I. Let’s look at John 1:35-42: 
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35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, 
he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 
37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw 
them following and asked, “What do you want?” 
They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 
39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” 
So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four 
in the afternoon. 
40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who 
had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We 
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. 
Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, 
when translated, is Peter). 
 

a. Now, notice three things about Andrew from this passage. Andrew was inquisitive, he 
followed Jesus and Andrew was an evangelist.  

i. Andrew followed Jesus. He was the first to follow Jesus. What you may not 
realize is that John had disciples as well. This is John the baptizer, the one 
who baptized Jesus. John is with two of his disciples and one of them is 
Andrew. We don’t know who the other one is. Some speculate he could be 
John the writer of this Gospel. Anyways, John calls Jesus the Lamb of God. 
These two disciples heard this, and they followed Jesus and asked Jesus where 
are you staying? Jesus answered that they could follow Him and so they did.  

ii. How quick are you to follow Jesus? How quick are we to follow Jesus? Do 
you know where Jesus wants you to follow Him too? We only find this out 
through prayer and not simply praying memorized prayers at night, but truly 
getting beyond the “hellos” with God. We find this out through meeting with 
prayer partners and groups. We find this out through reading the Scriptures. 
We find this out through the spiritual activities that God calls us to. Jesus says 
follow me and they do.  

iii. What you do need to know is that they do not permanently follow Jesus yet. In 
Matthew 4:18-22 Jesus comes upon Andrew and Simon and they are fishing, 
and Jesus tells them to follow Him again and this is where they truly become 
disciples for life.  

iv. Andrew was inquisitive. Now, John 1:35-42 depicts Andrew as one of John’s 
disciples asking Jesus a question,  
“Where are You staying?” That is one passage where Andrew is listed as one 
asking questions, but not the only passage. In Mark 13:3 Andrew is depicted 
asking Jesus about the end times. Andrew is part of the inner circle along with 
Peter, James and John and Jesus shares with them.  

v. Are we inquisitive? I must ask this of myself and all of you. Are we aching to 
find out information of Jesus? Do we want to be with Jesus so badly that if He 
were here right now in His physical form, we would ask Him where He is 
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staying? Do we want to know what is going to happen in the future so badly 
that we want to seek those answers? Andrew wanted to know and so He asked 
Jesus the question. I am sure there were many more questions and that is 
simply one recorded.  

a. Now allow me to stop right here and tell you why this matters. 
Why does it matter whether or not we are inquisitive? Why 
does it matter whether or not we ask questions? Well, the issue 
is not whether or not we ask questions. The issue is whether we 
want to know. The issue is whether we want to see, hear, taste, 
touch and feel the deeper things of God. As Christians we 
should want more.  

b. This matters because if we are not inquisitive as Andrew was 
then we really are not experiencing the deeper things of God 
and if we are not experiencing the deeper things of God then 
we are missing the great joy of that experience. We are 
watering things down because we are not inquisitive as 
Andrew was.  

vi. Andrew was also an evangelist.  
1. In this passage Andrew went and got his brother Simon, who you may 

know as Peter and told him about Jesus.  
2. Later on, in John 12:22 Andrew brought the Greeks to Jesus (along 

with Philip).  
3. Andrew was an early missionary and this started with his own family. 

But he took the gospel to his death. John MacArthur tells us this: 
Andrew suffered, by the way, for his love to Christ. He suffered for his loyalty to the gospel. 
Tradition said that Andrew did a very dangerous thing, he led the wife of a provincial governor, 
a provincial Roman governor to Christ and this infuriated her husband. He demanded that his 
wife recant her devotion to Jesus Christ and she refused. And so that governor had Andrew 
crucified. He had him crucified on an X-shaped cross. And whenever you see an X-shaped cross 
in church tradition, that's a St. Andrew's cross. It subsequently has been linked to him 
throughout church lore. He is said by the tradition to have been suspended on the cross in 
agony, excruciating agony for two days, constantly preaching the gospel of salvation to all who 
passed by for as long as he could speak...always bringing people to Christ.1 

a. We must love the Gospel and be missionaries like Andrew. 
This matters.  

b. This matters because we can bring others to Jesus as Andrew 
did.  

c. This matters because we can and should be missionaries to our 
family and friends.  

 
1 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/42-75/common-men-uncommon-calling-andrew-and-james 
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d. What about those who have never heard? Well, we must be 
sharing the gospel with this group.  

e. We miss out on the joy of seeing and experiencing alcoholics 
turn their life around to Christ.  

f. We miss out on the joy of seeing people who are addicted to 
work turn their life to Christ and put their emphasis on their 
family.  

g. We miss out on the joy of seeing people who are addicted to 
greed and the lust or spending money on meaningless things 
turn their life over to Christ.  

h. We miss out on the joy of seeing people who are absent 
parents, absent husbands, absent spouses turn their life over to 
Christ and make this right.  

i. We are missing out experiencing the opportunity of leading the 
person to Christ who is about ready to take his or her own life.  

j. We all know someone, family, friends, co workers who need 
Jesus. I do, I certainly do. I know people that I must be more 
intentional in prayer, in words, in action and in boldness to 
share the Gospel with.  

i. We must be more intentional to reach them.  
1. Some may say that all their social contacts know 

Christ and or know where they stand with 
Christ. I certainly don’t dispute that. But I 
encourage you to find a group and be intentional 
to have contact with non-Christians. God may 
bless you with great new friends and you may 
be blessed to lead them to eternal life.  

2. We all need opportunities to share Jesus. Every 
Christian is called to be active in evangelism. 
This is not an option. God calls you to share 
Jesus. Matthew 28:19-20: Go and preach the 
Gospel… 

ii. Everyone without Christ is a dead man walking, or a 
dead woman walking.  

iii. Everyone without Christ is living with a timer that will 
someday go off.  

iv. We have a timer that will go off too, but with Jesus that 
timer will be reset by God and will last forever. No time 
limit. Without Jesus, their time is short and so we must 
really want them to hear and experience the fullness of 
the Gospel. I pray that we all agree.  

Rev Billy Graham shares the following about his evangelistic meetings in Manhattan in 
1957:  
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The meetings had an impact on me personally as well. I now knew that no city and no area-- no 
matter how difficult on the surface--- was entirely closed to the Gospel message through so 
called mass evangelism. But New York also took a toll on me physically. I left drained; I had lost 
twenty or more pounds. I have said in later years that something went out of me physically in the 
New York crusade that I never fully recovered. Never again would we attempt anything as 
extensive in length.  
My exhaustion was caused not just by the intensive schedule. A doctor who was also an 
evangelist once told me that the hardest work a person can do is preach an evangelistic sermon. 
Whether that is true or not, I don't know. What I do know is that evangelistic preaching is 
physically and emotionally draining. One reason it is draining for me is that I am constantly 
driving for a commitment. Another reason is that speaking of matters with eternal consequence 
is a great responsibility, and I am always afraid I won't make the message clear or will say 
something that is misleading.  
From the moment I stand up to speak to a crowd, I am thinking about that person whose life is 
being crushed by heartache or alcohol or family problems, and I want to make the hope of the 
Gospel as clear as possible to him or her. Sometimes I pick out someone in the audience who 
seems to be especially burdened and preach directly to that person. Preaching also involves us 
in a spiritual battle with the forces of evil. I am always deeply conscious that I am absolutely 
helpless and that only the Holy Spirit can penetrate the minds and hearts of those who are 
without Christ. When I am speaking from the Bible, I know there is also another voice speaking 
to the people, and that is the voice of the Holy Spirit. I am reminded often of Jesus' parable of the 
seed and the sower (see Mark 4:1-20), knowing that all I am doing is sowing seed. It is God--- 
and only God--- who can make that seed bear fruit. 
 
Close: 

Back to my initial illustration: There I was at Life 2001; there I was witnessing this large group 
of high school students turning their lives over to Jesus Christ. You see Jesus offers us salvation 
now and later. Many times we think our salvation is just for later. We think we have committed 
to Christ and when we die and meet God we will play that special salvation card. We think that 
at that time we will play the card for our eternal life. But Jesus offers us deliverance now as well. 
He offers us deliverance from those addictions and other things going on. Many of these things 
we struggle with go right back to original sin. They go right back to our sin nature. We are 
always trying to please people and not God. What we don’t realize is that God loves us no matter 
what. And once we realize this and we commit our life to Jesus we can stop pleasing people and 
please God by making ourselves available to serve Him. When we make ourselves available to 
serve God and when we confess our sins to God, we commit to God, we believe in Jesus, then 
God gives us the Holy Spirit which has been missing from our lives. Without the Holy Spirit and 
while we are living for this world we might be trying to fill our void by inappropriate sex, by a 
lust for power, by money, drugs and alcohol, or self image. These high school students coming 
forward in tears to commit their lives to Christ, they realized that they don’t have to continue this 
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struggle of acceptance by their peers. They don’t have to continue this struggle of trying to look 
just right to fit in, or talk just right to fit in, or whatever else it may be. God loves them and God 
accepts them, and God created them and they have a place in God’s Kingdom. Now, being a 
disciple of Jesus is not easy, but God fills the void in our life with the Holy Spirit and empowers 
us to serve Him. And serving Christ will be an absolute joy. He fills our purpose.  

Billy Graham writing about the impact of Madison Square Garden’s Crusade in 1957: 

One night a plainly dressed woman stood in the inquiry room with tears running down her 
cheeks as she asked Christ to come into her life. When her counselor asked if there was anything 
else she wanted to share, she replied that she was very afraid of her son. "He drinks a lot," she 
said, "and I'm afraid he may beat me when he finds out I've become a Christian." Before the 
counselor could speak, a voice nearby called out, "It's okay, Mom. I'm here too."2  

 

 
2 "Just As I Am, the Autobiography of Billy Graham." published by HarperCollins Worldwide, available 
from HarperOne and Zondervan in the United Stated, HarperCollines Canada, HaperCollins U.K., and 
HaperCollins Australia. Copyright 1997 by Billy Graham Evangelistic Association. page 321 


