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I’ve held several jobs.  

I’ve had several part time jobs while in high school and a few full time jobs. When 
I was new at a job it was always nice to be close with the manager or someone who 
knew a lot about the product. I always wanted the manager to like me and to show 
me what he or she was doing and mentor me along. Why was this? The manager is 
the boss at a local store or business and if I wanted to keep my job that means that I 
need to be on the good side of the boss. The manager also many times knows the 
most about the store or business, or at least he or she knows the most at that local 
store. So, when I was sixteen, I was hired at a pet store. It was meaningful to me to 
work with the manager. If the manager was teaching me, I should believe and trust 
that I am learning things the correct way. I wanted to keep my job, so I wanted to 
do things correct. I want to hang on every word the manager was saying.  

I remember in my first few days at the pet store I worked at the assistance manager 
was telling me about the way we did certain things. His name was Mike and he 
was extremely smart when it came to pets, especially fish. Mike told me that when 
he first started one of the other managers would take him down the aisle of 
aquariums and explain to him about each type of fish. He obviously listened and 
learned a lot. Jobs are important so we want to learn, don’t we?  

I also worked at Lowe’s Home Improvement Warehouse. Now, I started working 
there when I was eighteen, so I needed smart people to train me in how various 
hardware devices were used. There was a woman in my department who was very 
smart in this way. But I was told that she didn’t start out that way, there was a man 
named Rico who trained her. Rico could re-key locks and just knew about 
everything. So, he trained her. In many cases he would tell her, “What did I tell 
you about this Jennifer?” And he reminded her of how he trained her. I used to use 
Rico for assistance to. Customer would come to me and explain their problem and 
I would go find Rico (I probably would have been better on the cash register 
because I didn’t know a lot about hardware). I would say, “Rico” and he would 
say, “WHAT NOW!” I am kidding; Rico was very helpful in my training. But no 
manager can be helpful, no store owner can be helpful, no mentor can be helpful if 
we aren’t listening and obeying what they are teaching us.  
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Imagine if a great king, we’ll say Elvis, just kidding, a real king, not the king of 
rock n roll; imagine if a real king gave you the opportunity to work for them. Now, 
this is no corrupt king, this is an honorable king and he or she has invited you to be 
their special assistant. Wouldn’t you be interested? What if this king just gave you 
the opportunity to be a fly on the wall with regards to what they are doing? Don’t 
you want to know?  

Jesus is the manager of the world. Jesus is the one that knows all; Jesus is the great 
King. Jesus asks you to follow Him in the same way that He has invited the 
disciples to follow Him. As a disciple this means that we should be eager to hang 
on every Word that Jesus teaches. His Words are in the Bible. As disciples we 
should be eager to be close to Him. We are close to Christ through prayer. As 
disciples we should surrender all and follow Him.  

Today we are going to look at the disciple James the son of Zebedee. James 
surrendered all for Christ as he was the first to die for his faith in Christ. James was 
a fearless follower of Christ. But James didn’t start out that way. He was just like 
us with many faults and Jesus gave him the opportunity to be mentored, to be a 
disciple of Him. James left everything to follow Jesus. Let’s look at James.  

As has been the case the past few weeks, we have many Scriptures and so I 
will summarize many of them. Let’s read Matthew 20:25-28 and if you are 
following in your Bible I will come back to that passage.  

Matthew 20:25-28: 2 

5 Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles 
lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so 
with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for 
many.” 

I. Fast facts about James 
a. James was bold and fearless as a follower of Christ 
b. James was conceited and selfish (Matthew 20:20-28; Mark 10:35-37). 

We’ll come back to this.  
c. James was a fisherman and brother of John (Matthew 4:19-21).  
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i. As I have said before, these people were normal just like we are. 
Some of you like to fish. I don’t mind fishing, but I haven’t been in 
a while. My dad raised me with fishing as a summer pastime. From 
as long as I can remember I was fishing with my father. I 
remember being three, four, five years old, waking up to the 
surprise of my father saying, “Get up Steve, we are going fishing.” 
It was great fun! We haven’t been fishing together in several years 
but during those formative years growing up we went fishing many 
times throughout the summer. I imagine that James was raised on 
the fishing boat. The only difference was that for James it was their 
family income. I like to imagine that James’ father Zebedee would 
wake him up when he was just a small boy, and he would say, 
“James, you’re going to work with me, get your fishing gear.” I’d 
imagine that was somewhat exciting for James. I’d like to think 
that James caught fish, which is more than I could say about my 
fishing. My dad always said that it would be called catching if we 
caught fish. But the saying was, “bad day fishing is better than a 
good day at work.” Well, except my work. Every day is a good day 
at my job.   

ii. Jesus came to James and said: “Follow me and I will make you 
fishers of men.” The two left what they were doing and followed 
Jesus. Now, James and John worked for their father and their 
fishing business must have been fairly successful because Mark 
1:20 shows that there were other workers, hired hands. But when 
Jesus called James and John as disciples their father, Zebedee, lost 
two workers. I think he is still taking application to replace them. 
You can apply at www…  

iii. Through prayer, time with the church in smaller groups and time in 
God’s Word you will know where God is leading.  

d. James was part of the inner circle of Jesus (Mark 5:37; 9:2; 13:3; 
14:33). 

i. I’ve talked about this with Andrew, Peter and John. Jesus had an 
inner circle, a small group of followers. James was part of that 
group.  

e. Just like Peter and John, James was a pillar of the New Testament Church 
(Galatians 2:9). Jesus chose him as a disciple and equipped him to build 
up the church.  

f. James was committed and the first martyr (Acts 12:2). We’ll come back 
to this.  
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II. James was arrogant and had to be transformed by Jesus 

a. Jesus renamed James and John “Boanerges” which means “the sons of 
thunder.” 

b. In Luke 9:54 Jesus was in Samaria, but you know what? Those 
Samaritans they didn’t receive, so what did James and John say? They 
said, “Do you want me to call down fire from Heaven to destroy them?” 
Of course, Jesus rejected this idea, but this is an example of James and 
John being pretty far off. Also, in Mark 10:35-37, in this passage John 
and James ask Jesus if they can sit on His right and left side in His 
Kingdom. Now, that is quite bold.  

i. In Matthew 20:20-28 their mother, the mother of James and John 
actually came to Jesus and asked Jesus if their sons could sit on 
His right and on His left.  

ii. Now that is also bold. They actually sent their mother in. I think 
that is helicopter parenting. She must have been one intense 
woman to ask Jesus something like that. One writes, “I bet 
Zebedee spent a lot of time on the boat!”  

c. Jesus must have taught James humility. 

d. Now, let me spotlight a passage. After their mother requested that her 
sons have the greatest position the other disciples were not happy and this 
is what Jesus says in Matthew 20:25-28: 25 Jesus called them together 
and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and 
their high officials exercise authority over them. 26 Not so with you. 
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your 
servant, 27 and whoever wants to be first must be your slave— 28 just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his 
life as a ransom for many.” 

i. Jesus’ way is counterintuitive. I 

ii. n love it is not about us but about His Kingdom.  

Now, another thing about James 
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III. James was fearless in his faith 

a. James is the first, besides Jesus, to be killed for his faith.  

b. Acts 12:2: 2 He had James, the brother of John, put to death with the 
sword. 

c. One historical writer says that when he was sentenced to death he was 
taken to the place of execution by an officer, it says, who guarded him, 
who became so impressed by the courage he displayed that he repented 
of his sin and fell down at that Apostle's feet and begged pardon for the 
part he had played in the rough treatment he had received on the way to 
execution. The Apostle, according to this report, raised up the officer 
from the ground, embraced and kissed him and said, "Peace, my son, 
peace be to you in the pardon of your sins." Immediately transformed the 
officer, publicly confessed his surrender to Jesus Christ and was 
beheaded alongside of James. James became a little more like Andrew, 
bringing someone to Jesus even in his death.1 

d. How much does being a disciple mean to you? How much does being a 
Christ follower mean to you?  

Close: 

The greatest joy we can have is following Christ. We miss out on what the King is 
doing when we are not surrendered to Christ.  
 
So, I come back to what I spoke about in the beginning:  
 
If some great king, a great one, a good one; if he or she offered that you could 
work for them wouldn’t you accept? There are some benefits now and awesome 
benefits later. But you do have to leave certain ways that misrepresent His 
kingdom, wouldn’t you follow? Jesus is the Great King. He knows all. He is all 
powerful. He is always with you and He has invited you to follow. Are you leaving 
all to follow Christ? Are you a disciple of Christ? Some say they are Christ 
followers or believers, but they are hardly disciples, are you? Today is the day to 
surrender all and follower Christ. I pray that you will.  

 
1 http://www.gty.org/resources/sermons/42-75/common-men-uncommon-calling-andrew-and-james 
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