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Genesis 8 
 
Chapter 8 the flood will recede, and they will disembark from the Ark 
 
I. Noah’s security (8:1–5): “But God remembered Noah.” 
II. Noah’s search (8:6–12) 

i. The unsuccessful attempt by the raven (8:6–7): It cannot find dry ground. 
ii. The successful attempt by the dove (8:8–12): After one earlier attempt, the 

dove finds dry ground, returning with a freshly plucked olive leaf in its beak. 
III. Noah’s surveillance (8:13–14): Noah removes the ark’s covering and surveys the new 

world after the Flood! 
IV. Noah’s summons (8:15–19): God orders Noah, his family, and all the animals to leave 

the ark. 
V. Noah’s sacrifice (8:20–22): He builds an altar and sacrifices on it animals approved by 

God for that purpose.1 
 
 
I. Noah’s security (8:1–5): “But God remembered Noah.” 
Verse 1 read: But God remembered Noah and all the beasts and all the livestock that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow over the earth, and the waters subsided. 

a. But God remembered Noah.  
b. ESV Study Bible:  
c. God remembered Noah. This marks the turning point in the flood story. When the 

Bible says that God “remembers” someone or his covenant with someone, it 
indicates that he is about to take action for that person’s welfare (cf. 9:15; 19:29; 
30:22; Ex. 2:24; 32:13; Ps. 25:6–7; 74:2). All life on the land having been destroyed, 
God now proceeds to renew everything, echoing what he did in Genesis 1. God made 
a wind blow over the earth. The Hebrew word for wind, ruakh, is also sometimes 
translated “Spirit” (e.g., 1:2; 6:3). While the context normally enables the reader to 
distinguish ruakh meaning “wind” from ruakh meaning “Spirit,” the present verse 
intentionally echoes 1:2.2 

d. CSB: Remembered does not suggest that God had ever forgotten about Noah; when 
used of God, “remember” suggests the initiation of a miraculous, saving act of God. 
Other instances of God “remembering” as the first step in providing divine help for 
his people include his intervention in the lives of Lot (19:29), Rachel (30:22), and the 
Israelites in Egypt (Ex 2:24). Using language that reflects God’s initial act of creating 
the universe (Gn 1:2), God caused (Hb) ruach—“Spirit” or wind—to pass over the 
waters of the earth. Immediately the water began to subside.3 

 
1 H. L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 8:1–22. 
2 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 64. 
Hb Hebrew 
3 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
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e. In v. 2 God puts into reverse the process started in 7:11. The waters both rose and 
abated during the period of 150 days (see note on 7:17–24). Mountains of Ararat 
indicates a range of mountains of which Mount Ararat (in modern Turkey) is the 
highest. The text does not name the specific mountain on which the ark came to 
rest.4 

f. Remember the end of Genesis 7. In the end every living thing that breathes oxygen 
has died. Only Noah and his family on the ark were left.  

g. This is the middle of the chiasm.  
h. The increasing and then decreasing expression of divine judgment is further driven 

home by the presentation of the flood narrative in the form of a chiasm (see below) 
in which the points and themes in the “rising” of the flood waters are mirrored—and 
thus further reinforced—in the “subsiding” part of the narrative. The function of this 
chiasm is to shift from the story’s emphasis on judgment to the focal point of the 
story—that God remembered Noah—to grace. Hence the flood narrative focuses on 
God’s grace in the midst of judgment as opposed to judgment without grace 
whatsoever, as shown in a distinctive chiasm (see below).  

i. Chiasm in the Flood Narrative 
i. 7 Days of Waiting (7:4) 

ii. 7 Days of Waiting (7:7–10) 
iii. 40 Days of Flood (7:17a) 
iv. 150 Days of Flood (7:24) 
v. BUT GOD REMEMBERED NOAH (8:1) 

vi. 150 Days of Water Waning (8:3) 
vii. 40 Days of Waiting (8:6) 

viii. 7 Days of Waiting (8:10) 
ix. 7 Days of Waiting (8:12)5 

j. In a Chiasm the middle is the most important part. Here we see the middle which is 
that God in His mercy and grace remembered Noah.  

k. God would be right to kill off everyone on the earth, but He did not.  
l. Verse 1 says that God remembered Noah and  
m. All the beasts and all the livestock that were with Him in the ark.  
n. God was faithful to them.  
o. There are other passages about God remembering: 
p. Gen 19:29 (Abraham); Ex 2:24 (the Israelites and His covenants); 1 Sam 1:19 

(Hannah); Ps 105:42 (His promises)6 
q. Then, verse 1 further says: God made a wind blow over the earth and the waters 

subsided.  

 
4 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 64. 

5 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible Commentary (Chicago, IL: 
Moody Publishers, 2014), 57. 

6 New American Standard Bible: 1995 Update (La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995). 
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Verses 2-4: The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain 
from the heavens was restrained, 3and the waters receded from the earth continually. At the 
end of 150 days the waters had abated, 4and in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of 
the month, the ark came to rest on the mountains of Ararat. 

r. The waters stopped coming. Remember the water had come out from underground 
as well as the sky (Gen 7:11). 

s. CSB: Exactly five months after the flood had begun (7:11), the ark came to rest … on 
the mountains of Ararat—modern Turkey or Armenia.7 

t. The rain has now stopped. In Gen 7:24 it said the waters prevailed on the earth 150 
days.  

u. The waters receded from the earth continually.  
v. At the end of 150 days the waters had “abated,” or other translations read 

“decreased.” 
w.  The seventh day of the seventh month the ark came to rest on the mountains of 

Ararat, notice it does say “mountains.” That is plural. It is one of the mountains in 
that range.  

x. Moody: Several scholars see a contradiction between the statement in v. 4 that the 
ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat (Ararat being a region—not a single 
mountain—in the general area of eastern Turkey) and the statement in v. 5 that 
about two and a half months later the tops of the mountains became visible. 
However, there is no reason that these verses should be regarded as anything but 
confluent. A ship of the size and weight of the ark would unquestionably have had 
quite a bit of the lower hull submerged, and thus v. 4 is indicating that a portion of 
this submerged lower hull was “caught” on some still-covered mountaintops, 
whereas v. 5 states that subsequently the water receded to a point that these 
mountaintops became visible.8 

Verse 5: And the waters continued to abate until the tenth month; in the tenth month, on the 
first day of the month, the tops of the mountains were seen. 

y. The waters continue to “abate” or “decrease.” Then, the tops of the mountains are 
seen. Remember the waters had covered the mountains (Gen 7:20).  

 
II. Noah’s search (8:6–12) 

a. Noah is now going to search for life.  
Verses 6-7: At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and 
sent forth a raven. It went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 

 
7 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
v. verse 
v. verse 
v. verse 
v. verse 
8 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 60. 
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b. ESV Study Bible: The slow, gradual process by which the waters receded and the land 
dried out (v. 14) is captured by the detailed account of Noah’s releasing a raven (v. 
7) and then a dove (vv. 8–12). As in ch. 1, the dry land emerges from the waters.9 

c. 40 days later. 
d. Notice the process.  
e. Noah opens the window.  
f. CSB: This is the only mention of a window (Hb hallon) in the ark. Noah opened the 

window to determine the earth’s readiness to receive the ark’s cargo of people and 
animals.10 

g. Rabbis have suggested that Noah first sent out a raven, a ritually unclean bird, 
because it was expendable. The fact that it went back and forth from the ark means 
that it could find no suitable habitat.11 

i. The unsuccessful attempt by the raven (8:6–7): It cannot find dry ground. 
ii. it went to and fro, in other words, it was coming and going.  

iii. The successful attempt by the dove (8:8–12): After one earlier attempt, the 
dove finds dry ground, returning with a freshly plucked olive leaf in its beak. 

Verses 8-12: Then he sent forth a dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face 
of the ground. But the dove found no place to set her foot, and she returned to him to the ark, 
for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her and 
brought her into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent forth the 
dove out of the ark. And the dove came back to him in the evening, and behold, in her mouth 
was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. 
Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him 
anymore. 

h. Noah sends a dove to see if the waters were abated, that would mean the waters 
had receded.  

i. CSB: Perhaps simultaneous with the release of the raven or soon thereafter, Noah 
sent out a dove. Since the dove ate seed and insects, it would provide a useful 
indication of whether the water on the earth’s surface had gone down.12 

j. Verse 9 gives a description. The water was over the whole earth, Noah takes out his 
hand and takes the dove back in.  

 
9 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 64. 
Hb Hebrew 
10 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
11 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
12 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 



 5 

k. CSB: Though the ark was now resting on Ararat (v. 4) and mountaintops were visible 
(v. 5), the waters had not yet receded enough for the dove to find a resting place for 
its foot.13 

l. Verse 10: He waited another seven days and again sends out the dove.  
m. Verse 11: the dove came back to him with a. freshly plucked olive leaf.  
n. CSB: When the dove returned to Noah from its second foray with an olive leaf, this 

confirmed that the lower elevations (where olive trees grow) were now above water. 
Inspired by this passage, the image of a dove with an olive branch in its mouth has 
become a universal symbol of peace.14 

o. Noah knows that the waters had abated, that is receded.  
p. This also shows that the waters did not only recede, there was also life, plant life.  
q. Then, verse 12: 7 days later he sends out the dove and she does not return.  

III. Noah’s surveillance (8:13–14): Noah removes the ark’s covering and surveys the new 
world after the Flood! 
a. Think about how neat this would be.  

Verse 13: In the six hundred and first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the 
waters were dried from off the earth. And Noah removed the covering of the ark and looked, 
and behold, the face of the ground was dry. 

b. We see the time marker. This is the 601st year of Noah’s life, the first month, the first 
day of the month. Gen 7:6 says that Noah was 600 years old when they entered the 
ark and the flood waters came. Gen 7:11 says that Noah was 600 years old and in 
the second month, on the seventh day of the month the flood began.  

c. The waters are now dried from the earth.  
d. CSB: Some fifty-seven days (one 29½ day cycle of the moon plus 27 days) later, the 

earth was dry.15 
e. Noah removes the covering.  
f. He sees the dry ground.  
g. ESV Study Bible: The emerging of a new world prefigures the creation of the new 

heaven and the new earth (Rev. 21:1–4; see 2 Pet. 3:5–7).16 
Verse 14: In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the earth had dried 
out. 

h. So, now, the earth is dry. This is now 1 month later.  
IV. Noah’s summons (8:15–19): God orders Noah, his family, and all the animals to leave 

the ark. 
 

v. verse 
v. verse 
13 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
14 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 19. 
15 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 22. 
16 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 64. 
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Verses 15-16 read: Then God said to Noah, “Go out from the ark, you and your wife, and your 
sons and your sons’ wives with you. 

a. God speaks again. He has not spoken that we know of since God told them to enter 
the ark (Gen 7:1-4).  

Verses 17-18 read: Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh—birds and 
animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—that they may swarm on the earth, 
and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his 
sons’ wives with him. 

b. Moody: In this section, as in its thematic counterpart, “Entering the Ark” (7:1–9), 
Noah’s obedience is emphasized by virtue of what he does not do. He does not leave 
the ark, even though he has been in it for 320 days (313 days [7:11; 8:13 and 
assuming the usual biblical lunar year] plus the initial seven days of waiting [7:4, 
10]). The ground was perfectly dry and ready for occupation (8:13–14), but not until 
56 days later, on the 27th of the second month, did God command him, Go out of 
the ark (v. 15). This is truly a profound example of “waiting on the Lord”! The reason 
God has Noah and his family wait 56 more days until they set foot onto the 
new/renewed land underscores that humanity is truly being given a “second chance” 
to attain the original, prefall ideal.17 

c. God gives detail telling them to leave the ark. All of the animals leave too.  
d. Birds 
e. Every creeping thing 
f. God wants them all to be fruitful and multiply.  
g. Verse 18 shows Noah and his family being obedient.  

Verse 19 shows this actually happen: Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, 
everything that moves on the earth, went out by families from the ark. 

h. Notice they went out by families. Literally this would be “according to their kind.” 
i. They went out according to their “kind.” 

V. Noah’s sacrifice (8:20–22): He builds an altar and sacrifices on it animals approved by 
God for that purpose.18 

Verse 20 reads: Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took some of every clean animal and 
some of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 

a. Remember in Genesis 7:2 God had Noah take 7 pairs of the clean animals for 
sacrifices.  

b. NET Bible: Offered burnt offerings on the altar. F. D. Maurice includes a chapter on 
the sacrifice of Noah in The Doctrine of Sacrifice. The whole burnt offering, according 
to Leviticus 1, represented the worshiper’s complete surrender and dedication to 
the LORD. After the flood Noah could see that God was not only a God of wrath, but a 
God of redemption and restoration. The one who escaped the catastrophe could 

 
v. verse 
17 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 60. 
18 H. L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 8:1–
22. 
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best express his gratitude and submission through sacrificial worship, acknowledging 
God as the sovereign of the universe.19 

c. CSB: that is, one of every mammal that chewed the cud and possessed split hoofs, as 
well as one representative of every kind of bird that did not eat carrion—was offered, 
it must have been an impressive sacrifice.20 

d. This is the first alter and sacrifice in Genesis.  
e. It seems to me that the Lord told Noah, by special revelation what were the clean 

animals and how to build the alter and make sacrifices. Later in Lev 11 God will give 
instructions on clean animals. Also, in Deuteronomy 14. 

f. Abraham will build alters a lot:  
Ge 12:7 Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So 
he built there an altar to the LORD, who had appeared to him.  
Ge 12:8 From there he moved to the hill country on the east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with 
Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. And there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon 
the name of the LORD.  
Ge 13:18 So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by the oaks of Mamre, which are at 
Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.  
Ge 22:9 When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar there 
and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood.  

g. Moving back to our text:  
Verse 21 reads: And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD said in his heart, “I will 
never again curse the ground because of man, for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his 
youth. Neither will I ever again strike down every living creature as I have done. 

h. This is anthropomorphic language.  
i. The Lord is described with human attributes.  
j. He is smelling the aroma. God does know the smell of the sacrifice but He does not 

smell like we do.  
k. It is still true that God is pleased with the sacrifice.  
l. The sacrifice atones, makes amends for, for the sin. Though ultimately the sin was to 

be taken care of at the cross the sacrifices still had a symbolic significance of taking 
care of our sin.  

m. Now, it says that the Lord said “in His heart.”  
n. This a passage revealing the Lord’s thinking. This is pretty awesome.  
o. God inspired Moses to reveal His thinking. 
p. God now commits to never flood the earth like this again. He commits to never 

strike down every living thing that breathes oxygen again.  

 
19 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 8:18–
20. 
20 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 22. 
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q. Then God says, or His thinking is, the intent of man’s heart is heart is evil, or it could 
better be translated the “inclination of man’s heart is evil.” The intent of man’s heart 
is evil from youth up.  

r. That has not changed:  
Ps 51:5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.  
Je 17:9 The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can understand it?  
Ro 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but 
they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  
Ro 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…  
Eph 2:1–3 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following 
the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the 
rest of mankind.  

s. God repeats that He will never again destroy every living thing has He has done.  
t. Verse 22 gives more detail: 

Verse 22 reads: While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall not cease.” 

u. Basically, while the earth remains in its current era. This is because God is still going 
to restore everything someday (Rev 21 and 22). 

v.  Seedtime and harvest: that is spring and fall 
w. Cold and heat: that is winter and summer;  
x. Day and night shall not cease.  
y. In the flood it seems that God interrupted seasons, but not anymore.  

Ps 74:17 You have fixed all the boundaries of the earth; you have made summer and winter.  
Je 33:20 “Thus says the LORD: If you can break my covenant with the day and my covenant with 
the night, so that day and night will not come at their appointed time… 
Je 33:25 Thus says the LORD: If I have not established my covenant with day and night and the 
fixed order of heaven and earth… 
 
ESV Study Bible: 
Noah’s first recorded act on emerging from the ark is to build an altar to the LORD (v. 20). On it 
he presents whole-burnt offerings, using some of the clean animals and birds. While this is 
undoubtedly intended to express gratitude for divine deliverance, it is also an act of atonement. 
This is a normal aspect of burnt offerings (see Lev. 1:3–17, esp. v. 4) and is supported by the 
mention of the pleasing aroma (Gen. 8:21; cf. Lev. 1:9, 13, 17). The Hebrew term for “pleasing,” 
nikhoakh, conveys the idea of rest and tranquility. It is related to the name “Noah” (Hb. noakh) 
and is probably used here in order to remind the reader of Lamech’s remarks in Gen. 5:29. It also 
has the sense of “soothing.” The burnt offering soothes God’s anger at human sin, so although 
human nature has not been changed by the flood, God’s attitude has changed. Notice how 8:21 
(for the intention of man’s heart is evil from his youth) echoes very closely 6:5 (“every intention 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually”). In spite of the human propensity to sin, 
atonement through sacrifice is possible, securing a peaceful relationship between the Lord and 
humanity. I will never again curse the ground (8:21). The clear force of the Hebrew text is that 
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God will not send another flood; he is not revoking the curse pronounced in 3:17, which 
continues to be in place (the words for “curse” are different; see ESV footnote). This short 
comment about the effect of sacrifice underlines the importance of sacrifice in the Bible’s plan 
of salvation.21 
 
CSB:  
Using anthropomorphic language—words that describe God’s actions in human terms—the text 
notes that the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma. The phrase means that God accepted Noah’s 
sacrifice. Elsewhere in the Torah, God’s refusal to smell a sacrifice meant he rejected the 
offering (Lv 26:31). Acceptable offerings in other parts of the Bible are said to have a pleasing 
aroma (Ex 29:25; Lv 1:9; 2:2; 3:16; Nm 18:17). Following Noah’s sacrifice the Lord made a 
solemn promise never again to curse the ground as he had done following Adam’s sin (Gn 3:17; 
5:29). Almost with a sense of resignation, God noted that the inclination of the human heart 
was evil from youth onward (Ps 14:1; Rm 3:9, 23). The flood did not significantly change the 
human heart (cp. Gn 6:5). Yet in spite of humanity’s sinful nature, God’s grace and love would 
prevail: He would never again destroy all life as he had done in Noah’s day.22 

 
ESV English Standard Version 
21 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 64–65. 
cp. compare 
22 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 22. 


