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Today, I want to talk about truth and love. So, I want to start by sharing a few Truths that I am not happy 
about. These are truths whether I like it or not.  
 
1. Sugar has no health value 
2. Favorite foods have sugar in them. Donuts, icing, ice cream, brownies, fudge. Pastries, cake, cookies 
3. It takes time to learn something but I can program it in a computer in minutes 
4. It has to be cold to snow 
5. It has to be hot to enjoy swimming 
6. Snakes... They exist 
7. Spiders... They exist 
 
 
About 11 years ago, as a perspective parent, I sat down and took a few hours to write down what I’d 
hope my child and children will learn by the time they are raised. These ideas flowed out of my prayer 
life, and prayers that I had been praying for my future children. For several years prior to this God had 
been leading and developing my prayers as to how I would pray for my children. Even though I didn’t yet 
have children, I had been praying for my future children. That is Biblical. So, for this document which I 
was writing, I thought of Biblical ideas, concepts, Scriptures. I also thought of responsibility issues like 
taking care of a home and so on. These thoughts form a document that I call my philosophy of 
parenting. What I wrote also includes thoughts on how we hope to raise our children concerning 
education, discipline, etc. This has changed as our children were born and have been growing up. It will 
need to change, but certain things will stay the same, certain things must stay the same because there 
are things that are TRUTH. Now, truth doesn’t change does it? Truth is the truth. I know you can’t 
handle the truth is the famous movie line and that is because truth, being by its very nature can be very 
hard to take in. But truth is truth. Truth is gravity. Whether we like it or not, gravity is here, and we must 
deal with it.  
 
Okay, I have another concept and that is love. Why would I care that certain truths are passed on to my 
daughters? Hopefully my motivation is love. Hopefully because I believe in my entire heart that Jesus 
Christ is Lord and because I love my daughter with my whole being; therefore, I want my daughter to 
know, understand, believe, and commit to the truth of Jesus Christ as her Lord and Savior. You see what 
I am getting at: I am talking about truth and love together.  
 
Today we are going to talk about the disciple named John. John loved the truth and you can never love 
the truth too much, but John loved the truth with an absence of love for other people; however, Jesus 
worked on John and eventually John was full of truth and full of love. Or, we could say that John was full 
of truth and full of grace as Jesus is full of truth and full of grace. You see most of the time we lean one 
way. Most of the time we love, and we love so much that we compromise truth. Or, we have grace and 
we trivialize the truth. Or, sometimes we give people truth without the truth of love and grace. So, let’s 
look at John and how he became the disciple of Truth and love.  
 
There are many passages dealing with John, too many to read. So, I will be summarizing many. But I do 
want to read two passages: Galatians 2:9: 
 
9 James, Cephas and John, those esteemed as pillars, gave me [Paul] and Barnabas the right hand of 
fellowship when they recognized the grace given to me. They agreed that we should go to the 
Gentiles, and they to the circumcised. 
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Here Paul lists John as a pillar of the church. John was an apostle called of God and he became a pillar, a 
strong leader of the church.  
 

I. Let me share with you some fast facts about John.  
a. He might have even been a disciple of John the Baptist first. John the Baptist had 

disciples as well. So, it is possible that John was a disciple of John the Baptist.  
b. First, allow me to share with you that John was a fisherman by trade and his brother 

was a disciple. His brother was James.  
c. John likely wrote the Gospel according to John, which is the fourth Gospel in our New 

Testament.  
d. John also wrote three epistles: First, Second and Third John. 
e. It is also most likely that this same John wrote Revelation. 
f. He was the last apostle to die. In fact, he was likely the only disciple that didn’t die a 

martyr, though he was persecuted. He was exiled on the island of Patmos when God 
communicated with him Revelation.  

g. There are also other stories about the persecution which he faced (some may be 
legends and not true), yet he wouldn’t die, so he was exiled.    

II. John was a disciple being full of the TRUTH. 
a. Jesus called John and his brother James the “sons of thunder.” Reasons demonstrated: 
b. In Luke 9:54 Jesus was in Samaria, but you know what? Those Samaritans they didn’t 

receive, so what did James and John say? They said, “Do you want me to call down fire 
from Heaven to destroy them?” Of course, Jesus rejected this idea, but this is an 
example of James and John being pretty far on the truth side.  

c. In Mark 9:38 John actually confesses to Jesus that some people were casting out 
demons in Jesus’ name and so John told them they couldn’t do that. Again, Jesus 
corrected John, but this was again, John being on the truth side without love. 

d. But my favorite is Mark 10:35-37. In this passage John and James ask Jesus if they can sit 
on His right and left side in His Kingdom. Now, that is not really truth, that just lacks 
love. At that point, John was part of this “Sons of Thunder” pair. 

 (Yet, Jesus transformed John and added love to that Truth. There is nothing wrong with 
truth, what is problematic is a lack of love.) 

III. Yet, John was full of love.  
a. Sometime before Jesus finishes his time discipling John, Jesus transformed John into a 

man full of love.  
b. In John 19:26-27: Jesus trusted John to take care of Jesus’ mother. Jesus was on the 

cross and asked John to take care of His mother. Imagine that, here is Jesus asking John 
to take care of His mother.  

i. In John 1:14 John writes that Jesus is full of grace and truth. Now, I would say 
that grace and love are similar. They are different, but similar.  

ii. But I think that Jesus discipling John, balanced John with some of that grace that 
Jesus had. Jesus being full of grace and truth gave John some grace that goes 
with the Truth. That grace would come out in love.  

iii. MacArthur writes: 
He [John] uses the word "love" over 80 times in his writings, over 80 times. That's why he's become 
known as the Apostle of love. He learned to love because the Lord loved him and he got that message. 
He learned to love the way the Lord loved him. And in his writings you can sum up his theology. He 
taught that God is a God of love, that God loved His own Son, that God loved the disciples, that God loves 
all men, that God is loved by Christ, that Christ loved the disciples, that Christ loves individuals, that 
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Christ expects men to love Him, that Christ taught that we should love one another and that love fulfills 
the law. Love was a critical part of John's teaching. It's one of the dominant themes. And his love never 
slid into tolerant sentimentality, masquerading as love. To the very end of his life he was still a son of 
thunder. To the very end of his life he lost none of his intolerance for lies. It was near the end of his life in 
the nineties, from ninety to ninety-five of the first century, he died in 98 or so, he wrote the Revelation in 
96, it was in the 90's when he was writing his epistles that he was still thundering out the 
truth...thundering out the truth. Thundered against errant Christologies, he thundered against lies and 
deceptions and he thundered against sin and he thundered against immorality. He was a son of thunder 
to the end. 
But this was all with love.1  

iv. John was also a missionary who proclaimed the gospel boldly 
1. John’s Gospel: He wrote a whole 21 chapter letter about Jesus. He 

wrote this so that people would believe in Him.  
2. In Acts chapter 3- 4:13 we see John and his partner Peter proclaiming 

the Gospel boldly.  
3. As mentioned, John wrote three other letters and Revelation as an 

apostle, as a missionary.  

IV. Truth is God’s Word.  
a. Truth is integrity. In truth your actions and your words reflect what your inner being is. 
b. But there is also ultimate moral truth, and that is from the Bible. 2 Tim 3:16: all Scripture 

is God breathed and useful for teaching, correcting, rebuking and training in 
righteousness. Scripture is truth. 

c. Alcorn compares truth to gravity. Whether we like it or not gravity is here. Whether we 
like it or not truth is here too. Even if you don’t agree with truth, it is truth.   

d. In John 17:17 Jesus is praying to the Father and says, “Sanctify them in truth, Your Word 
is Truth.”    

e. I love the word of God.  
f. The Old Testament law is truth. The Ten Commandments are truth. Do not commit 

adultery, don’t lie, and etc. People need truth. The Bible teaches that if you don’t work, 
you don’t eat (2 Thess 3:8). 

V. Why does any of this matter?  
a. I think it is interesting to know some background about the disciples, but also 

these are traits we should emulate. We must also be full of love and full of truth.  
b. Truth is a good thing. Or, whether you like the truth or not, it is important to know 

the truth. It is good to know that fire is hot prior to touching the flame. It is 
important to know that something is poison prior to drinking it.  

c. The Bible says in Eph 4:15: Speak the truth in love.  
d. We live in a very dishonest society and even when we are honest many times we are not 

doing so in love. For example: Facebook. Do you notice the passive aggressive way 
which people just slam other people on Facebook? They sure do. People will make a 
public post just slamming someone, sometimes not in name, but certain people figure it 
out. With Facebook one can actually “unfriend” someone. You don’t even have to tell 
them. Just click a button. This lacks love, and in some ways, even lacks truth.  

 
1 https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/42-76/common-men-uncommon-calling-john 
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e. Randy Alcorn in his book: The Grace and Truth Paradox writes:  

“Flew across the country to not preach at a church that invited me to preach. After leaving my hotel I 
rode with a prominent Christian leader to the church. I knew this man had been accused by the media of 
misrepresenting certain key details on his resume, so I asked him about the charges. He admitted saying 
and writing some things that weren’t true—but it didn’t seem to bother him. I told him, calmly, that I 
thought he should repent and publicly ask for forgiveness for his dishonesty. He said nothing and we 
rode to the church in silence. A few minutes after we arrived, I was escorted to the office of the senior 
pastor, where we were scheduled to pray before I preached in the service. When I stepped in, the pastor 
slammed the door behind me. I was surprised to see his face turning scarlet, his veins bulging. He poked 
his finger at me. ‘No way will I let you preach from my pulpit!’ he thundered. Then out of the corner of 
my eye, I saw the man I had just confronted. The pastor told me I had no right to question our brother’s 
integrity. The pastor was fully aware of the man’s reputation but thought it none of my business. We left 
the office the pastor still seething” (page 51-52). 
He continues:  
64% of Americans say, “I will lie when it suits me as long as it doesn’t cause any real damage.” 53% say, 
“I will cheat on my spouse—after all, given the chance, he or she will do the same.” Only 31% of 
Americans agree that “honesty is the best policy” (page 53). 
Another issue, which was Christian before it was political: Alcorn writes this also in the book: The Grace 
and Truth Paradox: 
“One out of five women having an abortion in America claim to be born-again Christians. Yet pastors tell 
me, ‘I don’t talk about abortion because it will make our people feel guilty, since many have had 
abortions.’ Isn’t that exactly why we should talk about it’? 

• “our silence isn’t grace—it’s cruelty” (page 76). 
 
• “If we minimize grace, the world sees no hope for salvation. If we minimize truth, the world sees no 

need for salvation. To show the world Jesus, we must offer unabridged grace and truth, emphasizing 
both, apologizing for neither. The Colossian church ‘understood God’s grace in all its truth’” (Col 1:6) 
(page 87). 

 
 

f. We must speak the truth in love. We must love the Truth.  
g. But we must be aware that we will either lean towards love, which on face value sounds 

good, but we withhold the truth from people which can harm them in the end.  
h. Or, we lean towards truth which lacks love. We must always be about the truth with the 

motivation of love AND the love to see them through.  
i. When we are too far on the side of love or grace we compromise truth. 
j. When we are too far on the side of truth, we also actually compromise the truth of love 

and harm many.  

 
I began the sermon talking about parenting and things that I hope and pray that my girls will learn and 
embrace as they are raised.  
I pray that we will all be full of love and truth as John was.  

 


