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Genesis 10 
 
I. Introduction (verses 1) 
II. The sons of Japheth (Verses 2-5). Verse 5 is about their geography.  
III. The descendants of Ham (Verses 6-20).  
IV. The descendants of Shem (verses 21-31).  
V. Conclusion (verse 32). 
 
I. Introduction (verses 1) 
Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and 
sons were born to them after the flood. 
 
Dr Constable: 
In contrast to the genealogy in chapter 5, this one lists no ages. It contains place and group 
names, which are spoken of as the ancestors of other places or groups, as well as the names of 
individuals. God built nations from families. Thus it is quite clearly a selective list, not 
comprehensive. The writer’s selection of material shows that he had particular interest in 
presenting Israel’s neighbors. Israel would deal with, displace, or subjugate many of these 
peoples, as well as the Canaanites (ch. 9). They all had a common origin. Evidently 70 nations 
descended from Shem, Ham, and Japheth: 26 from Shem, 30 from Ham, and 14 from Japheth 
(cf. Deut. 32:8). Seventy became a traditional round number for a large group of descendants.348 
Jacob’s family also comprised 70 people (46:27), which may indicate that Moses viewed Israel as 
a microcosm of humanity as he presented it here.1 
 

a. Now these are the records… 
b. This is an official record.  
c. The title הֶּלֵא	תֹדְלֹוּת  (’elle tolédot, here translated as “This is the account”) here 

covers 10:1–11:9, which contains the so-called Table of Nations and the account of 
how the nations came to be dispersed.2 

d. NET: A vertical genealogy such as this encompasses more than the names of sons. 
The list includes cities, tribes, and even nations. In a loose way, the names in the list 
have some derivation or connection to the three ancestors.3 

e. It appears that the Table of Nations is a composite of at least two ancient sources: 
Some sections begin with the phrase “the sons of” ( יֵנְּב , béne) while other sections 
use “begot” ( דָלָי , yalad). It may very well be that the “sons of” list was an old, “bare 
bones” list that was retained in the family records, while the “begot” sections were 
editorial inserts by the writer of Genesis, reflecting his special interests. See A. P. 

 
348 348. Wenham, Genesis 1–15, p. 213. 

1 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
10:1. 
2 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 10:1. 
3 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 10:1. 
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Ross, “The Table of Nations in Genesis 10—Its Structure,” BSac 137 (1980): 340–53; 
idem, “The Table of Nations in Genesis 10—Its Content,” BSac 138 (1981): 22–34.4 

f. This is about the sons of Noah and his descendants.  
g. The family records of Noah’s sons is the fourth of eleven (Hb) toledoth sections in 

Genesis (2:4; 5:1; 6:9; 11:10, 27; 25:12, 19; 36:1, 9; 37:2).5 
h. CSB: The purpose of this section is twofold: to show that Noah’s sons fulfilled the 

command to be fruitful, multiply, and spread out over the earth (9:7), and to 
distinguish the “unchosen” lines of Noah’s descendants (the Japhethites and 
Hamites) from the line that would be both the recipient and the agent of God’s 
special blessing to the rest of humanity (the Shemites). Gn 10:1–32 lists a total of 
seventy descendants in the family lines of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Seventy, a 
multiple of two numbers that suggest completeness (seven, the number of days of 
creation week; ten, the number of fingers), would have suggested to ancient 
Israelites a satisfying completeness to the quantity of persons and nations that came 
into being after the flood. This is labeled a list of clans, languages, nations, and lands 
(vv. 5, 20, 31; cp. Rv 14:6). Thus some of the names refer to the regions where that 
person’s descendants settled; some refer to people groups.6 

Table of Nations 
c. 2200 B.C. 
Many of the people groups mentioned in Genesis 10 can be identified with relative certainty. In 
general, the descendants of Ham settled in North Africa and the eastern Mediterranean coast, 
the descendants of Shem in Mesopotamia and Arabia, and the descendants of Japheth in Europe 
and the greater area of Asia Minor.7 
 

 
BSac Bibliotheca Sacra (a journal) 
BSac Bibliotheca Sacra (a journal) 
4 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 10:1. 
Hb Hebrew 
5 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 23. 
vv. verses 
cp. compare 
6 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 23–24. 
7 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 66. 
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II. The sons of Japheth (Verses 2-5). Verse 5 is about their geography.  

a. Verses 2-5: 2 The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and 
Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. 3 The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz and Riphath and 
Togarmah. 4 The sons of Javan were Elishah and Tarshish, Kittim and Dodanim.
 5 From these the coastlands of the nations were separated into their lands, every 
one according to his language, according to their families, into their nations. 

b. Verse 2 includes Japheth’s sons.  
i. Gomer 

ii. Magog: 
iii. Madai 
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iv. Javan 
v. Tubal 

vi. Meshech 
vii. Tiras 

NET Bible: 
sn Madai was the ancestor of the Medes, who lived east of Assyria. 

8 sn Javan was the father of the Hellenic race, the Ionians who lived in western Asia Minor. 
9 sn Tubal was the ancestor of militaristic tribes that lived north of the Black Sea. For a 

discussion of ancient references to Tubal see E. M. Yamauchi, Foes from the Northern Frontier 
(SBA), 24–26. 

10 sn Meshech was the ancestor of the people known in Assyrian records as the Musku. For a 
discussion of ancient references to them see E. M. Yamauchi, Foes from the Northern Frontier 
(SBA), 24–26. 

11 sn Tiras was the ancestor of the Thracians, some of whom possibly became the Pelasgian 
pirates of the Aegean.8 
 

c. Verse 3 includes Gomer’s sons. NET: The descendants of Gomer were all northern 
tribes of the Upper Euphrates.9 

i. Ashkenaz: NET: Askenaz was the ancestor of a northern branch of Indo-
Germanic tribes, possibly Scythians.10 

ii. Riphath: NET: The descendants of Riphath lived in a district north of the road 
from Haran to Carchemish.11 

iii. Togarmah: NET: Togarmah is also mentioned in Ezek 38:6, where it refers to 
Til-garimmu, the capital of Kammanu, which bordered Tabal in eastern 
Turkey. See E. M. Yamauchi, Foes from the Northern Frontier (SBA), 26, n. 
28.12 

d. Verse 4 includes the sons of Javan. 
i. Elishah: NET: The descendants of Elishah populated Cyprus.13 

ii. Tarshish: NET: The descendants of Tarshish settled along the southern coast 
of what is modern Turkey. However, some identify the site Tarshish (see 
Jonah 1:3) with Sardinia or Spain.14 

 
SBA Studies in Biblical Archaeology 
SBA Studies in Biblical Archaeology 
8 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 10:2. 
9 Ibid.; 10:3. 
10 Ibid.; Ge 10:3. 
11Ibid.; Ge 10:3. 
SBA Studies in Biblical Archaeology 
12 Ibid.  
13 Ibid.; Ge 10:4. 
14 Ibid. 
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iii. Kittim: NET: The name Kittim is associated with Cyprus, as well as coastlands 
east of Rhodes. It is used in later texts to refer to the Romans.15 

iv. Dodanim: NET: Most of the MT MSS read “Dodanim” here, but 1 Chr 1:7 has 
“Rodanim,” perhaps referring to the island of Rhodes. But the Qere reading in 
1 Chr 1:7 suggests “Dodanim.” Dodona is one of the most ancient and 
revered spots in ancient Greece.16 

e. Notice that Magog, Madai, Tubal, Meshech, and Tiras are all left out. They likely had 
children, but were not listed. It is also possible that they died young.  

f. Is it possible they died in the flood? 
g. Verse 5 tells where they settled. They settled on the coastlands. Everyone according 

to their language, families, and nations.  
h. Ezek 38:2, 6 references Magog  
i. These names show up other places in the Old Testament as places.  
j. Notice, that Moses is working from youngest to oldest. Japheth was the youngest.  
k. CSB: Peoples of the coasts and islands refers to people living in areas reachable by 

ship, especially in the Mediterranean basin. The fact that each group had its own 
language suggests that this listing refers to the situation after the Tower of Babylon 
event (11:1–9).17 

 
IVP Bible Backgrounds Commentary: 
Japhethites. Although not all of the descendants of Japheth are tied to contiguous regions, they 
could all be defined from an Israelite perspective as coming from across the sea (NIV: “maritime 
peoples” in v. 5). A Babylonian world map from the seventh or eighth century illustrates the 
geographical worldview that there were many peoples considered on the outskirts of civilization 
beyond the sea. Many named here can be identified with sections or peoples in Asia Minor 
(Magog, Tubal, Meshek, Tyras, Togarmah) or the Ionian islands (Dodanim), as well as Cyprus 
(Elisha and Kittim). There are also several that seem, based on Assyrian and Babylonian records, 
to originate in the area to the east of the Black Sea and in the Iranian plateau— Cimmerians 
(Gomer), Scythians (Ashkenaz), Medes (Madai), Paphlagonians (Riphat). Tarshish presents the 
most problems, since it has generally been identified with Spain and that takes it out of the 
geographic sphere of the others. However, the theme of Greek or Indo-European peoples for 
these “nations” would make a tie to Sardinia or perhaps Carthage possible.18 
 

 
15 Ibid.; Ge 10:4. 
MT Masoretic Text (the traditional rabbinical text of the Hebrew Bible dating from the medieval 
period) 
MSS manuscripts 
16 Ibid.  
17 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 24. 
18 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ge 
10:2–5. 
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III. The descendants of Ham (Verses 6-20).  
Verse 6: The sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. 
 
IVP Bible Backgrounds Commentary: 
Hamites. The common theme in the genealogy of the Hamites is their close geographical, 
political and economic importance to the people of Israel. These nations serve as major rivals 
and literally surround Israel (Egypt, Arabia, Mesopotamia, Syro-Palestine). Most important here 
is the political placement of groups within the Egyptian sphere (Cush, Put, Mizraim and his 
descendants) and the Canaanite sphere (various peoples like the Jebusites and Hivites), and, 
interestingly, several are classified ethnically as Semitic peoples (Canaanites, Phoenicians, 
Amorites). The list is also marked by brief narratives (Nimrod and Canaan) which break up the 
stereotypical genealogical framework and tie in areas (Babylon, Nineveh, Sidon, Sodom and 
Gomorrah) which will be significant in later periods of Israelite history.19 

a. Ham: CSB: Thirty of Ham’s descendants are included in this list. The geographic or 
ethnic identifications of most of the names have been lost in history, but they are 
associated with regions in Africa and Arabia. Mizraim is the Hebrew word for Egypt. 
Havilah probably refers to a different geographic region than the Havilah of 2:11. 
Two different persons by the name of Sheba are listed in Genesis genealogies (v. 28; 
25:3); Dedan is also found in 25:3. It is best to understand each of these as different 
persons, and the founders of different people groups.20 

i. Cush: NET: The descendants of Cush settled in Nubia (Ethiopia).21 
ii. Mizraim: NET: The descendants of Mizraim settled in Upper and Lower 

Egypt.22 
iii. Put: NET: The descendants of Put settled in Libya.23 
iv. Canaan: NET: The descendants of Canaan lived in the region of Phoenicia 

(Palestine).24 
Verses 7-8: The sons of Cush were Seba and Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca; and 
the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan. Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became 
a mighty one on the earth. 
 
 
 
 

 
19 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ge 
10:6–20. 
v. verse 
20 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 24. 
21 Ibid.; Ge 10:5–6. 
22 Ibid.; Ge 10:5–6. 
23 Ibid.; Ge 10:5–6. 
24 Ibid.; Ge 10:5–6. 
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MAP is from the CSB Study Bible:  
 
 

 
 

b. Cush: 
i. Seba: The descendants of Seba settled in Upper Egypt along the Nile.25 

ii. Havilah: NET: The Hebrew name Havilah apparently means “stretch of sand” 
(see HALOT 297 s.v. הָליִוֲח ). Havilah’s descendants settled in eastern 
Arabia.26 

iii. Sabtah: NET: The descendants of Sabtah settled near the western shore of the 
Persian Gulf in ancient Hadhramaut.27 

iv. Raamah: NET: The descendants of Raamah settled in southwest Arabia.28 
v. Sabteca: NET: The descendants of Sabteca settled in Samudake, east toward 

the Persian Gulf.29 
1. Raamah 

 
25 Ibid.; Ge 10:7. 
HALOT The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. 
s.v. under the word (from Latin sub verbo or sub voce) 
26 Ibid.  
27Ibid. 
28Ibid. 
29Ibid. 
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a. Sheba: NET: Sheba became the name of a kingdom in 
southwest Arabia.30 

b. Dedan: NET: The name Dedan is associated with Ula in 
northern Arabia.31 

2. Cush 
a. Nimrod: IVP Bible Baackgrounds Commentary: Nimrod. 

Interpreters over the years have attempted to identify Nimrod 
with known historical figures such as Tukulti-Ninurta I (an 
Assyrian king during the period of the biblical judges), or with 
Mesopotamian deities such as Ninurta, a warrior god and 
patron of the hunt, who in one myth hunts down a number of 
fantastic creatures and defeats or kills them. In Genesis, 
however, Nimrod is clearly a human hero rather than divine or 
even semidivine. Late Jewish tradition picked up occasionally 
by church fathers envisioned him as the builder of the Tower of 
Babel and the originator of idolatry, but these ideas have no 
basis in the text. The extension of his kingdom from southern 
Mesopotamia (v. 10) to northern Mesopotamia (v. 11) 
corresponds to the growth of the first known empire in history, 
the dynasty of Agade ruled by Sargon and Naram-Sin (about 
2300 B.C.), among the greatest of the heroic kings of old. 
Nimrod’s kingdom included Erech (=Uruk), the city where 
Gilgamesh reigned and one of the oldest and greatest centers 
of Sumerian culture.32 

b. Moody Bible Commentary: Also of special significance is 
Nimrod, of whom more is said in this genealogy than anyone 
else (vv. 8–10). This is not because of any positive 
contribution he made. In Hebrew “Nimrod” means “We will 
rebel.” Nimrod was the first individual in Scripture to whom a 
kingdom (v. 10) was attributed. Nimrod was the leader of a 
corporate human rebellion against God, the primary authority 
figure until his time. This implication is strengthened by the 
immediately following statement that the beginning of 
Nimrod’s kingdom was Babel … in the land of Shinar, which 
clearly anticipates and sets the theological “tone” for the next 
narrative event and epitome of human depravity, namely, the 

 
30Ibid. 
31Ibid. 
32 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ge 
10:8–12. 
vv. verses 
v. verse 
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building of the tower and surrounding city called “Babel” 
(11:9), located in “a plain in the land of Shinar” (11:2). Not 
surprisingly, this negative association of Babel in its first 
biblical appearance is retained throughout its many later 
biblical appearances as the land of Israel’s enemies and 
eventual exile (i.e., the Hb. word bavel is the same for “Babel” 
in Gn 10–11 as it is for “Babylon” elsewhere). In its last biblical 
appearance in Rv 18:21, Babel/Babylon will be in rebellion 
against God. And it will be the object of His judgment, after 
which Babel/Babylon “will not be found any longer.” The 
references to Nimrod as a mighty one (v. 8) and a mighty 
hunter before the LORD (v. 9), when linked with the meaning of 
his name (“We will rebel”) and the tie to the corrupt but 
mighty men of Gn 6:4, are to be taken as negative (as 
consistently recognized in traditional Jewish and many early 
Christian sources). The term translated mighty (gibbor), which 
normally denotes a man possessed of proven killing ability in 
battle (a warrior, like Goliath in 1Sm 17:51), is also negatively 
intended in its first occurrence in Gn 6:4. Not only that, these 
mighty men, as warriors, were killing members of their own 
family, those who spoke the same language and lived in the 
same place (11:1), and who were under the same governing 
authority, God. These uses of the word “mighty” (6:4 and 
10:8–9) show human depravity and divine judgment (by the 
flood and Babel). In turn, they further drive home the point of 
this last “trial part” concerning the depth and attachment of 
sin.33 

c. He became a mighty one. 
d. Another note about Nimrod: It is possible that Sargon of 

Agade, whom many secular historians regard as the first ruler 
of Babylon, may be the Nimrod (meaning “We shall rebel”) of 
verses 8–10.35234 

 
i.e. that is 
Hb. Hebrew 
v. verse 
v. verse 
33 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 65–66. 

352 352. Oliver R. Blosser, “Was Nimrod-Sargon of Agade, the First King of Babylon?” It’s 
About Time (June 1987), pp. 10–13. 
34 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
10:1. 
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Verses 9-12 seem to still be about Nimrod: He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it 
is said, “Like Nimrod a mighty hunter before the LORD.” The beginning of his kingdom was Babel 
and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar. From that land he went forth into 
Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah, and Resen between Nineveh and Calah; 
that is the great city. 

c. NET: The Hebrew word for “hunt” is דִיַצ  (tsayid), which is used on occasion for 
hunting men (1 Sam 24:12; Jer 16:16; Lam 3:15).35Nimrod became a mighty hunter 
before the Lord. Another option is to take the divine name here, יֵנְפִל	הָוהִי  (lifne 
yéhvah, “before the LORD [YHWH]”), as a means of expressing the superlative degree. 
In this case one may translate “Nimrod was the greatest hunter in the world.”36 

d. It was said: “Like Nimrod…”  
e. Nimrod had a kingdom: Babel, Erech, Accad, Calneh: 

i. NET: Erech (ancient Uruk, modern Warka), one of the most ancient 
civilizations, was located southeast of Babylon.37 

ii. NET: Akkad, or ancient Agade, was associated with Sargon and located north 
of Babylon.38 

f. Those areas were all in the land of Shinar. NET: No such place is known in Shinar (i.e., 
Babylonia). Therefore some have translated the Hebrew term הֵנְלַכ  (khalneh) as “all 
of them,” referring to the three previous names (cf. NRSV).39  

g. NET: Shinar is another name for Babylonia.40 
h. From there he went into Assyria. 
i. He built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah and Resen. They are between Nineveh 

and Calah. NET: Nineveh was an ancient Assyrian city situated on the Tigris River. The 
name Rehoboth-Ir means “and broad streets of a city,” perhaps referring to a suburb 
of Nineveh.41 

j. It seems that Calah was a great city. NET: Calah (modern Nimrud) was located 
twenty miles north of Nineveh.42 

Verses 13-14 are about Mizraim, another son of Ham: Mizraim became the father of Ludim and 
Anamim and Lehabim and Naphtuhim and Pathrusim and Casluhim (from which came the 
Philistines) and Caphtorim. 

k. Mizraim: NET: Mizraim is the Hebrew name for Egypt (cf. NRSV).43 

 
35 Ibid, Ge 10:9. 
36 Ibid. 
37 Ibid, Ge 10:10. 
38Ibid. 
NRSV New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
39 Ibid. 
40 Ibid. 
41 Ibid, Ge 10:11. 
42 Ibid, Ge 10:11. 
NRSV New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
43 Ibid, Ge 10:13. 
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i. Ludim: NET: The Ludites were African tribes west of the Nile Delta.44 
ii. Anamim: NET: The Anamites lived in North Africa, west of Egypt, near 

Cyrene.45 
iii. Lehabim: The Lehabites are identified with the Libyans.46 
iv. Naphtuhim: The Naphtuhites lived in Lower Egypt (the Nile Delta region).47 
v. Pathrusim: NET: The Pathrusites are known in Egyptian as P-to-reshi; they 

resided in Upper Egypt.48 
vi. Casluhim: interesting note that through him came the Philistines.  

vii. Caphtorim: NET: The Caphtorites resided in Crete, but in Egyptian literature 
Caphtor refers to “the region beyond” the Mediterranean.49 

l. We do not know anything else about Put.  
m. Now we here about Canaan.  

Verses 15-20 are about Canaan: Canaan became the father of Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth 
16and the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite 17and the Hivite and the Arkite and the 
Sinite 18and the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite; and afterward the families of the 
Canaanite were spread abroad. 19The territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you go 
toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Zeboiim, 
as far as Lasha. 20These are the sons of Ham, according to their families, according to their 
languages, by their lands, by their nations. 

n. Canaan 
i. Sidon (firstborn): NET: Sidon was the foremost city in Phoenicia; here Sidon 

may be the name of its founder.50 
ii. Heth 

iii. The Jebusite? Now we have the definite article defining these people. I am 
thinking it is because they knew the people groups. NET: The Jebusites were 
the Canaanite inhabitants of ancient Jerusalem.51 

iv. And the Amorite: Here Amorites refers to smaller groups of Canaanite 
inhabitants of the mountainous regions of Palestine, rather than the large 
waves of Amurru, or western Semites, who migrated to the region.52 

v. And the Girgashite: NET: The Girgashites are an otherwise unknown 
Canaanite tribe, though the name is possibly mentioned in Ugaritic texts.53 

 
44 Ibid.  
45 Ibid.  
46 Ibid.  
47 Ibid.  
48 Ibid, Ge 10:14. 
49 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
10:14. 
50 Ibid.; Ge 10:15. 
51 Ibid.; Ge 10:16. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid.  
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vi. The Hivite: NET: The Hivites were Canaanite tribes of a Hurrian origin.54 
vii. The Arkite: NET: The Arkites lived in Arka, a city in Lebanon, north of Sidon.55 

viii. The Sinite: NET: The Sinites lived in Sin, another town in Lebanon.56 
ix. The Arvadite: NET: The Arvadites lived in the city Arvad, located on an island 

near the mainland close to the river El Kebir.57 
x. The Zemarite: NET: The Zemarites lived in the town Sumur, north of Arka.58 

xi. The Hamathite: NET: The Hamathites lived in Hamath on the Orontes River.59 
o. Verse 18: and afterwards the families of Canaan were spread out.  
p. Verse 19 defines the territory of Canaan.  
q. Verse 20: this somewhat repeats verse 5: 20These are the sons of Ham, according to 

their families, according to their languages, by their lands, by their nations. 
IV. The descendants of Shem (verses 21-31).  
 Also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, and the older brother of 
Japheth, children were born. 22 The sons of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arpachshad, Lud, and 
Aram. 23 The sons of Aram were Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. 24 Arpachshad fathered Shelah; and 
Shelah fathered Eber. 25 Two sons were born to Eber; the name of the one was Peleg, for in his 
days the earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. 26 Joktan fathered Almodad, 
Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27 Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah, 28 Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29 Ophir, 
Havilah, and Jobab; all of these were the sons of Joktan. 30 Now their settlement extended from 
Mesha going toward Sephar, the hill country of the east. 31 These are the sons of Shem, 
according to their families, according to their languages, by their lands, and according to their 
nations. 
32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their descendants, by their nations; 
and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood. 
 

a. Now Shem, the third son of Noah (and oldest). IVP Bible Backgrounds Commentary: 
Even though Shem is the oldest son of Noah, his genealogy appears last, as is typical 
in Genesis for the son the text seeks to follow most closely. There is a mixture of 
Semitic and non-Semitic nations (by our ethnic criteria) in this list. For instance, Elam 
(east of the Tigris) and Lud (Lydia in southern Asia Minor) are considered non-
Semitic, but there are close historical ties to both areas in later periods. Sheba, Ophir 
and Havilah are all part of the Arabian region, and Aram originated east of the Tigris 
and north of Elam but came to be associated with the Aramaeans, who dominated 
Syria and northwest Mesopotamia at the end of the second millennium B.C.60  

 
54 Ibid.; Ge 10:17. 
55 Ibid.  
56 Ibid.  
57Ibid., Ge 10:18. 
58 Ibid.  
59 Ibid.  
60 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ge 
10:30–31. 
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b. Shem is said to be the father of all the children of Eber 
c. He is the older brother of Japheth.  

i. Some translations say that Japheth was the older brother: 
ii. NET: Or “whose older brother was Japheth.” Some translations render 

Japheth as the older brother, understanding the adjective לֹודָּגַה  (haggadol, 
“older”) as modifying Japheth. However, in Hebrew when a masculine 
singular definite attributive adjective follows the sequence masculine singular 
construct noun + proper name, the adjective invariably modifies the noun in 
construct, not the proper name. Such is the case here. See Deut 11:7; Judg 
1:13; 2:7; 3:9; 9:5; 2 Kgs 15:35; 2 Chr 27:3; Neh 3:30; Jer 13:9; 36:10; Ezek 
10:19; 11:1.61 

iii. It seems clear that Shem is the oldest.  
d. Remember Moses started with Japtheth, who is the youngest.  
e. Verse 22: the sons of Shem were: 

i. Elam: NET: The Hebrew name Elam ( םָליֵע , ’elam) means “highland.” The 
Elamites were a non-Semitic people who lived east of Babylon.62 

ii. Asshur: NET: Asshur is the name for the Assyrians. Asshur was the region in 
which Nimrod expanded his power (see v. 11, where the name is also 
mentioned). When names appear in both sections of a genealogical list, it 
probably means that there were both Hamites and Shemites living in that 
region in antiquity, especially if the name is a place name.63 

iii. Arpachshad (or Arphaxad): NET: The descendants of Arphaxad may have lived 
northeast of Nineveh.64 

1. Verse 24: Arpachshad  
2. Shelah 

a. Shelah became the father of Eber 
b. Verse 25: 2 sons born to Eber: NET: Genesis 11 traces the line 

of Shem through Eber ( רֶבֵע , ’ever) to Abraham the “Hebrew” 
( יִרְבִע , ’ivri).65 

i. Peleg 
ii. For in his days the earth was divided. NET: The 

expression “the earth was divided” may refer to 
dividing the land with canals, but more likely it 
anticipates the division of languages at Babel (Gen 11). 

 
61 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
10:20–21. 
62 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
10:22. 
63 Ibid.  
64 Ibid. 
65 Ibid.; Ge 10:24. 
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The verb גָלָּפ  (palag, “separate, divide”) is used in Ps 
55:9 for a division of languages.66 

iii. IVP Bible Backgrounds Commentary: dividing of the 
earth. While this has traditionally been taken to refer 
to the division of the nations after the Tower of Babel 
incident (Gen 11:1–9), other possibilities exist. It could, 
for instance, refer to a division of human communities 
into sedentary farmers and pastoral nomads; or, 
possibly a migration of peoples is documented here 
that drastically transformed the culture of the ancient 
Near East—perhaps one represented in a break-off 
group traveling southeast in Genesis 11:2.67 

iv. Verse 26: Joktan 
1. Joktan became the father of Almodad and 

(NET: Almodad was the ancestor of a South 
Arabian people.)68 

2. Sheleph and (NET: The name Sheleph may be 
related to Shilph, a district of Yemen; Shalph is a 
Yemenite tribe.)69 

3. Hazarmaveth: NET: The name Hazarmaveth 
should be equated with Hadramawt, located in 
Southern Arabia.70 

4. Jerah: NET: The name Jerah means “moon.”71 
5. Verse 27: Hadoram,  
6. Uzal: NET: Uzal was the name of the old capital 

of Yemen.72 
7. Diklah: NET: The name Diklah means “date-

palm.”73 
8. Verse 28: Obal: NET: Obal was a name used for 

several localities in Yemen.74 

 
66 Ibid., Ge 10:25. 
67 Victor Harold Matthews, Mark W. Chavalas, and John H. Walton, The IVP Bible Background 
Commentary: Old Testament, electronic ed. (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), Ge 
10:25. 
68 Ibid., Ge 10:26. 
69Ibid. 
70Ibid. 
71Ibid. 
72 Ibid., Ge 10:27. 
73 Ibid. 
74Ibid, Ge 10:28. 
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9. Abimael: NET: The name Abimael is a genuine 
Sabean form which means “my father, truly, he 
is God.”75 

10. Sheba: NET: The descendants of Sheba lived in 
South Arabia, where the Joktanites were more 
powerful than the Hamites.76 

11. Verse 29: Ophir: NET: Ophir became the name 
of a territory in South Arabia. Many of the 
references to Ophir are connected with gold 
(e.g., 1 Kgs 9:28, 10:11, 22:48; 1 Chr 29:4; 2 Chr 
8:18, 9:10; Job 22:24, 28:16; Ps 45:9; Isa 
13:12).77 

12. Havilah: NET: Havilah is listed with Ham in v. 
7.78 

13. Jobab 
14. All these the sons of Joktan.  

iv. Lud: NET: Lud may have been the ancestor of the Ludbu, who lived near the 
Tigris River.79 

v. Verse 23: Aram: NET: Aram became the collective name of the northern tribes 
living in the steppes of Mesopotamia and speaking Aramaic dialects.80 

1. The sons of Aram: NET: Uz, Hul, Gether, and Mash. Little is known 
about these descendants of Aram.81 

2. Uz: Job was from Uz—see Job 1:1 
3. Hul 
4. Gether 
5. Mash 

f. Verse 30: their settlement (Shem’s family) extended from Mesha as you go toward 
Sephar, the hill country on the east.  

g. Verse 31 is similar to verse 20 and verse 5. Verse 31: These are the sons of Shem, 
according to their families, according to their languages, by their 
lands, and according to their nations. 

h. Families- languages-lands-nations.  
i. There was a classification system for social constructs.  

V. Conclusion (verse 32). 
a. This concludes this part of this section: 

 
75 Ibid. 
76 Ibid.  
77Ibid., Ge 10:29. 
78 Ibid. 
79 Ibid.  
80 Ibid.  
81 Ibid., Ge 10:23. 
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b. These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their descendants, by their 
nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood. 

c. This will continue with the tower of Babel in the next chapter.  
d.  

 


