Genesis 14
Outline from the Outline Bible:
I.
THE COURAGE OF ABRAM (14:1–16)
a. The villains (14:1–11)
i. The rebellion (14:1–4): Five Canaanite city-states rebel against
Kedorlaomer of Elam.
ii. The retaliation (14:5–11): Kedorlaomer and his allies defeat the
armies of the five city-states, plunder their cities, and carry
many people away as slaves.
b. The victim (14:12): Lot, now living in Sodom, is taken away as a
slave.
c. The victory (14:13–16)
i. Abram’s army (14:13–14): Upon learning of Lot’s capture,
Abram and his 318 trained servants ride out to rescue Lot.
ii. Abram’s attack (14:15): Abram divides his men and initiates a
surprise attack at night.
iii. Abram’s achievements (14:16): Kedorlaomer is defeated, and
Lot is rescued.
II.
THE COMMUNION OF ABRAM (14:17–24)
a. The godly and priestly king of Salem (14:17–20): As he is returning
from battle to his home in Hebron, Abram meets Melchizedek, who
blesses him. Abram offers him a tenth of all the goods he has
recovered from Kedorlaomer.
b. The godless and perverted king of Sodom (14:21–24): In stark
contrast, Abram refuses to have any fellowship with Bera, king of
wicked Sodom.1
Verse by verse:
I.
THE COURAGE OF ABRAM (14:1–16)
a. Okay, so we have been introduced to Abram and Lot. In the previous
chapter Abram and Lot split up.
b. The land could not support all of their families, herds, etc.
c. Now, we are going to see how wealthy and powerful Abram has
become.
d. The villains (14:1–11)
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i. The rebellion (14:1–4): Five Canaanite city-states rebel against
Kedorlaomer of Elam.
ESV Study Bible:
The Battle at the Valley of Siddim
c. 2085/1920 B.C.

When five Canaanite cities rebelled against their four Mesopotamian overlords, the four kings
led a campaign to reassert their control over the region. The campaign culminated in a battle in
the Siddim Valley, and Abram’s nephew Lot, who was living in Sodom, was captured and carried
off. When Abram was informed of Lot’s capture, he and his men pursued the four kings to Dan,
where they recaptured Lot and chased the fleeing forces as far as Hobah, north of Damascus.2
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Genesis 14:1-4:
In the days of Amraphel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar, Chedorlaomer king
of Elam, and Tidal king of Goiim, 2 these kings made war with Bera king of Sodom,
Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and
the king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 3 And all these joined forces in the Valley of Siddim
(that is, the Salt Sea). 4 Twelve years they had served Chedorlaomer, but in the
thirteenth year they rebelled.
ii. So, verses 1-4 tell us what is going on.
iii. The CSB: The prosperity of the lower Jordan River Valley attracted not

only Lot, but it also got the attention of four Asian kings hundreds of miles
to the north and east.3
iv. The conflict here reflects international warfare in the Early and Middle
Bronze periods. The countries operated with overlords and vassals. Kings
ruled over city states, or sometimes a number of city states (i.e., nations).
Due to their treaties, when one went to war, those confederate with him
joined him in battle. It appears here that it is Kedorlaomer’s war, because
the western city states have rebelled against him (meaning they did not
send products as tribute to keep him from invading them).4

v.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
x.

This is in the days of Amraphel, king of Shinar.
Shinar was Babylon.
Also, Ariock king of Ellasar
Chedorlaomer, king of Elam and
Tidal king of Goiim
ESV Study Bible: The kings mentioned here have not yet been

identified in sources outside the Bible, but their names correspond with
known names or name types appropriate to the regions from which they
may have come. Shinar is Babylonia (see 10:10). The location of Ellasar is
uncertain, although the king’s name, Arioch, is found in texts from the
ancient cities of Mari and Nuzi; this might suggest that Ellasar is in
northern Mesopotamia. Elam was an ancient state lying to the east of
southern Babylonia. Tidal is possibly a Hittite name. Goiim in Hebrew
means “nations.” Zoar probably lay at the southern edge of the Valley of
Jericho (see 19:22–23).5
xi. Interesting note from the CSB: The north Asian kings probably
waged war against the peoples of the southern Jordan Valley in order to
3

Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 31.
4
Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge
14:2.
5
Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 74.
4

xii.

xiii.
xiv.
xv.

control a trade route (the King’s Highway in the area of modern Jordan)
as well as the food supply. The food produced there would have been
particularly useful for armies marching to Egypt or fighting other nations
in the region.6
Regarding “Salt sea” in verse 3: that is to say, which was changed into the
Salt Sea on the destruction of its cities (Gen. 19:24, 25). That there should
be five kings in the five cities (πεντάπολις, Wisdom 10:6) of this valley,
was quite in harmony with the condition of Canaan, where even at a later
period every city had its king.7
Verse 4: After twelve years of subjugation, the kings of the Jordan
Valley gain independence for one year.8
Subjection means they sent a portion of their annual income to him.
The story serves as a foreshadowing of the plight of the kingdom of Israel
later. Eastern powers came and forced the western kingdoms into
submission. Each year, then, they would send tribute east—to keep them
away. Here, in the thirteenth year, they refused to send the tribute (just
as later Hezekiah rebelled against Assyria). And so in the fourteenth year
the eastern powers came to put them down again. This account from
Abram’s life taught future generations that God can give victory over such
threats—that people did not have to live in servitude to tyrants from the
east.9

xvi. The retaliation (14:5–11): Kedorlaomer and his allies defeat the
armies of the five city-states, plunder their cities, and carry
many people away as slaves.
Genesis 14:5-11:
5

In the fourteenth year Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him came and
defeated the Rephaim in Ashteroth-karnaim, the Zuzim in Ham, the Emim in
Shaveh-kiriathaim, 6 and the Horites in their hill country of Seir as far as El-paran
on the border of the wilderness. 7 Then they turned back and came to En-mishpat
(that is, Kadesh) and defeated all the country of the Amalekites, and also the
Amorites who were dwelling in Hazazon-tamar.
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Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar) went out, and they joined battle in the
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Valley of Siddim 9 with Chedorlaomer king of Elam, Tidal king of Goiim, Amraphel
king of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar, four kings against five. 10 Now the
Valley of Siddim was full of bitumen pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah
fled, some fell into them, and the rest fled to the hill country. 11 So the enemy
took all the possessions of Sodom and Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and
went their way.
e. The ESV Study Bible helps with this: Under the leadership of

Chedorlaomer, the invading kings display their military strength by defeating a
number of different tribal groups. The six locations reveal that the invaders
moved southward along the King’s Highway in Transjordan as far as the Gulf of
Aqaba before turning northward, eventually arriving at Hazazon-tamar (v. 7),
also known as Engedi (see 2 Chron. 20:2). When this episode was edited for
inclusion in Genesis, En-mishpat was known as Kadesh.10 The five kings of the
Jordan Valley fail to repel the alliance of eastern kings. Consequently, the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah are plundered.11

f. The victim (14:12): Lot, now living in Sodom, is taken away as a
slave.
Genesis 14:12:
12

They also took Lot, the son of Abram's brother, who was dwelling in Sodom, and
his possessions, and went their way.
g. The victory (14:13–16)
Genesis 14:13-16:
13
Then one who had escaped came and told Abram the Hebrew, who was living by
the oaks of Mamre the Amorite, brother of Eshcol and of Aner. These were allies of
Abram. 14 When Abram heard that his kinsman had been taken captive, he led forth
his trained men, born in his house, 318 of them, and went in pursuit as far
as Dan. 15 And he divided his forces against them by night, he and his servants, and
defeated them and pursued them to Hobah, north of Damascus. 16 Then he brought
back all the possessions, and also brought back his kinsman Lot with his
possessions, and the women and the people.
i. Abram’s army (14:13–14): Upon learning of Lot’s capture,
Abram and his 318 trained servants ride out to rescue Lot.
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ii. This shows how wealthy Abram is at this time. He has his own
mercenaries. Notice verse 14 says “trained men.”
iii. Maybe he had trained men to guard his flocks?
iv. ESV Study note: trained men. The Hebrew word for “trained men” is

found only here in the OT. The context implies that they may have had
some military training.12
v. ESV Study note: Dan (14:14). The town of Laish in northern Canaan was
renamed “Dan” in the period of the judges (Judg. 18:29). The use of the
name “Dan” here indicates that this account was edited sometime later
(see note on Gen. 14:1–12). (Dan is to be identified with Tel Dan, a site
extensively excavated since the 1960s. A large and significant settlement
has been uncovered here from the Middle Bronze Age [c. 2000–1500 B.C.].
A monumental mud-brick arched gateway was found from this time; it is
the earliest of its kind ever found.)13

vi. Abram’s attack (14:15): Abram divides his men and initiates a
surprise attack at night.
vii. Abram defeats them!
viii. A night time assault helps them.
ix. Abram’s achievements (14:16): Kedorlaomer is defeated, and
x. Lot is rescued.
h. Lot was the son of Haran, Abram’s brother (Gen 11:27).14
II.
THE COMMUNION OF ABRAM (14:17–24)
Genesis 14:17-24:
After his return from the defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings who were with him,
the king of Sodom went out to meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is, the King's
Valley). 18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine. (He
was priest of God Most High.) 19 And he blessed him and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth;
20
and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!”
And Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 21 And the king of Sodom said to
Abram, “Give me the persons, but take the goods for yourself.” 22 But Abram said
to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted my hand to the Lord, God Most High,
Possessor of heaven and earth, 23 that I would not take a thread or a sandal strap
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or anything that is yours, lest you should say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’ 24 I will
take nothing but what the young men have eaten, and the share of the men who
went with me. Let Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre take their share.”
a. The godly and priestly king of Salem (14:17–20): As he is returning
from battle to his home in Hebron, Abram meets Melchizedek, who
blesses him. Abram offers him a tenth of all the goods he has
recovered from Kedorlaomer.
b. Verse 20 has credit for the success going to God.
c. ESV Study Bible: Melchizedek (which means “king of righteousness”; see

Heb. 7:2) generously provides a meal for the returning victors. Salem is possibly a
shortened version of “Jerusalem” (see Ps. 76:2) and is related to shalom, the
Hebrew word for “peace” (see Heb. 7:2). He was priest of God Most High.
Although very little is known about Melchizedek, he provides an interesting
example of a priest-king linked to Jerusalem. There appears to have been an
expectation that later kings of Jerusalem should resemble him (see Ps. 110:4).
The book of Hebrews presents Jesus Christ, from the royal line of David, as
belonging to the “order of Melchizedek” and therefore superior to the Levitical
priests (Heb. 5:5–10; 6:20–7:17). “God Most High” in Hebrew is ’El ‘Elyon. ’El is
the common Semitic term for “God.” To this is added the attribute ‘Elyon,
meaning “Most High.” Elsewhere in Genesis other attributes are added to ’El
(e.g., in Gen. 16:13 “God of seeing” translates ’El Ro’i; in 17:1 “God Almighty”
translates ’El Shadday; in 21:33 “Everlasting God” translates ’El ‘Olam). These
different names highlight different aspects of God’s nature.15

d. The godless and perverted king of Sodom (14:21–24): In stark
contrast, Abram refuses to have any fellowship with Bera, king of
wicked Sodom.16
e. CSB: The king of Sodom then ordered Abram to hand over the liberated

captives, including citizens of the king’s city. As payment for his military efforts,
however, the king gave Abram the recaptured possessions, a term that can refer
to livestock as well as objects.17
f. ESV Study Bible: In marked contrast to Melchizedek’s blessing, the king of
Sodom’s remarks are surly and small-minded: he expresses no gratitude. He
“dishonors” Abram, and this is ominous in the light of 12:3 (“I will curse”).18
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g. CSB: With Melchizedek king of Salem, who worshiped God, Abram was

cooperative (vv. 18–20); but when the Canaanite king of Sodom told him to take
the possessions, he refused. Abram would not let the king diminish God’s glory by
taking credit for Abram’s prosperity.19
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