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Genesis 15 
 
Outline from the Outline Bible: 
 
T!"  C#$"%&%' ()'!  A*+&,  (15:1–21) 
I.! !"#$%&'()$*+,-($''*%.,/01  (15:1–3): Abram complains that upon his death all his goods 

will be passed on to Eliezer, one of his servants from Damascus. Eliezer will then 
become the heir to the covenant. 

II.! 203&'()$/,4)*+($''*#$156 (15:4–21) 
a.! !"#$%#&#'()*+, (15:4–5): God tells Abram that the promised heir will be Abram’s own 

son and that Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the heavens! 
b.! !"#$%#-.+,-# (15:6): “And Abram believed the L#+- , and the L#+-  declared him 

righteous because of his faith.” 
c.! !"#$%()*/*0()*+, (15:7–17) 

i.! The details (15:7–11): God ratifies his promise to Abram with a covenant 
sealed by blood. 

ii.! The dream (15:12): At sunset Abram falls into a deep sleep and sees 
troubling visions. 

iii.! The destiny (of Israel) (15:13–16): God speaks to Abram in his sleep, telling 
him his descendants will be enslaved for four hundred years. God also tells 
him that the oppressors will be punished, and that Abram’s descendants will 
be set free and depart with great riches. 

iv.! The descent (of God himself) (15:17): A smoking firepot and a flaming torch, 
probably symbolizing God himself, pass between the dead animals of the 
blood covenant. 

v.! !"#$%#('$#-)()# (15:18–21): God reveals to Abram the boundaries of the 
Promised Land, from the border of Egypt to the Euphrates River.!  

 
 
 
Verse by verse: 
T!"  C#$"%&%' ()'!  A*+&,  (15:1–21) 
I.! !"#$%&'()$*+,-($''*%.,/01  (15:1–3): Abram complains that upon his death all his goods 

will be passed on to Eliezer, one of his servants from Damascus. Eliezer will then 
become the heir to the covenant. 
a.! “12$"*-$3+'4$*,)#%&#,)*+,$(,4$%#-05#$+/$6+)7$83%(9$#:.+-#-$"*9-#'/$)+$)"#$#,4#9*0$

.'(;5#$+/$)"()$%#;*+,< =(%-$+/$%#)('*()*+,>!"# $!"*-$/#(%$+/$%#)('*()*+,$*-$)"#$.%*9(%2$
%#(-+,$/+%$)"#$4*&*,#$+%(0'#$+/$?@>?$="*0"$0+5'4$3#$)%(,-'()#4A$BC)+.$3#*,;$(/%(*47$
83%(9>$D$(9$($-"*#'4$/+%$2+57$2+5%$&#%2$;%#()$%#=(%4>E$F("=#"E-$.%+&*4#,)*('$0(%#$/+%$

 
!  H. L. Willmington, !"#$%&'()*#$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 
15:1–21. 

"#$ 472. “See Sarna, [-*.#/0'1*.)*2$3#*#0)0 , pp.] 116, 121, 122.” 
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83%(9$*-$)+$3#$-##,$(-$.%#&#,)*,;$)"#$G#-+.+)(9*(,$0+('*)*+,$/%+9$%#)5%,*,;$(,4$
-#))'*,;$)"#$-0+%#>H"#$% 

b.! Genesis 15:1-3: !"#$%&#'$($&#')*+(&#'$&,-%.&-"&#'$&/ !"# &012$&#-&!3%12&)*&1&
4)()-*5&67$1%&*-#8&!3%128&9&12&:-;%&(')$<.=&:-;%&%$,1%.&('1<<&3$&4$%:&
+%$1#>?&! "@;#&!3%12&(1).8&6A&/-%.&B!# 8&,'1#&,)<<&:-;&+)4$&2$8&"-%&9&
0-*#)*;$ &0')<.<$((8&1*.&#'$&'$)%&-"&2:&'-;($&)(&C<)$D$%&-"&E121(0;(F?&#"!*.&
!3%12&(1).8&6@$'-<.8&:-;&'14$&+)4$*&2$&*-&-""(G%)*+8&1*.&1&2$23$%&-"&2:&
'-;($'-<.&,)<<&3$&2:&'$)%!"# 

c.! Moody: D,$)"*-$0"(.)#%$I+4$(//*%9#47$0'(%*/*#47$(,4$J%()*/*#4H$K*-$.%+9*-#$+/$?LA?MN>$
!"#$0+,0#.)$+/$J%()*/*0()*+,H$*-$(,$*,"#%#,)$.(%)$+/$.+-)/(''$O*>#>7$4#.%(&#4P$"59(,$
05')5%#7$-*,0#$32$4#/*,*)*+,$*)$(--59#-$)"()$)"#$=+%4$('+,#$+/$)"#$+,#O-P$9(Q*,;$)"#$
. %+9*-#R0+&#,(,)$*-$*,-5//*0*#,).$ 

d.! NET Bible Notes: !"#$,+5,$J-"*#'4H$%#0(''-$)"#$=+%4-$+/$G#'0"*S#4#Q$*,$?TALU>$D/$I+4$
*-$)"#$-"*#'47$)"#,$I+4$=*''$4#'*&#%>$83%(9$,##4$,+)$/#(%$%#.%*-('-$/%+9$)"+-#$"#$"(-$
/+5;")>"  

e.! Further: K#3 “2+5%$%#=(%4$V*,W$;%#()$(35,4(,0#>H$X"#,$)"#$."%(-#$!"#$%!!&$'()* $
O"(%3#"$9Y+4P$/+''+=-$($,+5,$*)$*,&(%*(3'2$9+4*/*#-$)"#$,+5,$(,4$0(%%*#-$)"#$,5(,0#$
J&#%2$;%#()H$+%$J*,$;%#()$(35,4(,0#>H$OC##$*)-$5-#$*,$I#,$T?ATZ[$\#5)$NA@[$]+-"$LLA^[$L$
C(9$^A^[$?LAL[$?$_;-$TALZ[$?UA?UM??[$L$`"%$?TA?N[$NLALa[$]#%$TUA?L>P$K#%#$)"#$,+5,$
J%#=(%4H$*-$*,$(..+-*)*+,$)+$J-"*#'4H$(,4$%#/#%-$32$9#)+,292$)+$I+4$(-$)"#$-+5%0#$+/$
)"#$%#=(%4>$C+9#$)%(,-'()#$"#%#$J2+5%$%#=(%4$=*''$3#$&#%2$;%#()H$O0/>$b8C17$bcCdP7$
)(Q*,;$)"#$-)()#9#,)$(-$(,$*,4#.#,4#,)$0'(5-#$(,4$5,4#%-)(,4*,;$)"#$K*."*'$

*,/*,*)*&#$(3-+'5)#$(-$($-53-)*)5)#$/+%$($/*,*)#$&#%3>$K+=#&#%7$)"#$0+,-)%50)*+,$!"#$%!!
&$'()*$*-$,#&#%$5-#4$)"*-$=(2$#'-#="#%#7$="#%#$*)$#*)"#%$9+4*/*#-$($,+5,$O-##$)"#$)#:)-$

'*-)#4$(3+&#P$+%$-#%&#-$(-$(,$(4&#%3$*,$%#'()*+,$)+$($/*,*)#$&#%3$O-##$]+-"$?NA?[$?$C(9$
LeAL?[$L$C(9$?LANU[$L$_;-$L?A?e[$?$`"%$LUAL[$b#"$LAL).& 

 
"#% 473. Helyer, p. 83. 

$ Tom Constable, !45$64*0'1,(#70$89:40)'4/;$<4'#0$4*$'"#$+),(# (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
15:1. 
i.e. that is 
% Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in !"#$=44.;$+),(#$
6455 #*'1/;  (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 72. 
"  Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:1. 
NASB New American Standard Bible 
NRSV New Revised Standard Version (1989) 
& Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:1. 
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f.! NET Bible Note: 83%(9$"(-$f5-)$%#f#0)#4$(''$)"#$-.+*'-$+/$=(%7$(,4$)"#$6!"# $.%+9*-#-$
)+$%#=(%4$"*9$*,$;%#()$(35,4(,0#>$D,$=('Q*,;$32$/(*)"$(,4$'*&*,;$=*)"$*,)#;%*)2$"#$
0(,,+)$'+-#.'  

g.! “after these things” is referring to the events of Genesis 14.  
h.! I find this comforting that God says, “fear not.” 
i.! God tells Abram that his reward will be great.  
j.! Verse 2: Abram asks what the Lord will provide for him. Abram’s heir is a servant. 

ESV Study note: !"#$"#%&$'($)*$"'+,#$%,$-.%#/#&$'($01)1,2+, >$!"*-$*,4*&*45('7$="+-#$
,(9#$9#(,-$JI+4$*-$"#'.7H$*-$,+)$,(9#4$#'-#="#%#>$!"#$0+,)#:)$-5;;#-)-$)"()$"#$*-$($
)%5-)#4$9#93#%$+/$83%(9E-$"+5-#"+'47$.+--*3'2$($-'(&#7$="+$0(9#$/%+9$\(9(-05->$
F#)$)"#$K#3%#=$)#:)$*-$-+9#="()$+3-05%#7$(,4$+)"#%$*,)#%.%#)()*+,-$(%#$.+--*3'#>$
83%(9$0+5'4$"(&#$(0g5*%#4$"*9$+,$)"#$f+5%,#2$/%+9$K(%(,$)+$`(,((,.# 

k.! 83%(9$5-#4$($,#=$)*)'#$/+%$I+4$0(''*,;$K*9$G(-)#%$O84+,(*P$F("=#">$83%(9$"(4$
=*''*,;'2$.'(0#4$"*9-#'/$5,4#%$)"#$-+&#%#*;,$'#(4#%-"*.$+/$I+4.(  

l.! In verse 3 Abram continues speaking to the Lord.  
m.! Abram has not been given an offspring.  
n.! Remember that God is in charge of the womb and we see that here. Abram’s words, 

“You ‘have give’ me…” Yet, this is also like an accusation from Abram to God.  
o.! It was a well known Mesopotamian custom to make a servant your heir.  
p.! ESV Study Bible: 12$%#f#0)*,;$)"#$5-#$+/$"59(,$=#(')"$)+$(0"*#&#$;%#(),#--$O?TALLM

LTP7$83%(9$4#9+,-)%()#-$"*-$=*''*,;,#--$)+$=(*)$/+%$I+4$)+$.%+&*4#>$%3$1$4%,%'3>$
8')"+5;"$*)$*-$,+)$0#%)(*,7$)"#$*,*)*('$&*-*+,$9(2$"(&#$)(Q#,$.'(0#$()$,*;")>$D,$?@A@$I+4$
3%*,;-$83%(9$+5)$+/$"*-$)#,)$)+$0+5,)$)"#$-)(%-.)  

q.! I like what the CSB says: 83%(9E-$%+'#$(-$($.%+."#)$OLUAaP$*-$-"+=,$"#%#>$d*-*+,-$=#%#$
+,#$+/$)=+$-)(,4(%4$9#(,-$O)"#$+)"#%$=(-$4%#(9-P$32$="*0"$)"#$6+%4$%#&#('#4$"*-$
=+%4$)+$.#+.'#$Ob9$?LAeP>$!"#$+,'2$+)"#%$.()%*(%0"$="+$*-$-(*4$)+$"(&#$%#0#*&#4$($
&*-*+,$=(-$](0+3$OI,$TeALP>$!"#$0+,)#,)$+/$83%(9E-$&*-*+,$*,0'54#4$($0+99(,4$O0'$
3'!$5#$1(&1%6P7$(,$(--5%(,0#$O7$1)$*'+&$,"%#.6P7$(,4$($.%+9*-#$O*'+&$&#81&6$8%..$5#$
4#&*$9&#1!P>$!"+5;"$83%(9$)5%,#4$4+=,$($%#=(%4$/%+9$)"#$Q*,;$+/$C+4+97$)"#$6+%4$
=+5'4$%#=(%4$"*9$%*0"'2.!*  Further: h,;(;*,;$*,$-+9#)"*,;$+/$($J.*)2$.(%)27H$83%(9$
9(4#$-#&#,$%#/#%#,0#-$)+$"*9-#'/$O*,$)"#$K3P$*,$)"#$-.(0#$+/$)=#,)2i)=+$K#3%#=$
=+%4-$(,4$)=*0#$5))#%-$)"#$0+9.'(*,)$)"()$"#$=(-$2"%.6.#,,.!!  

 
'  Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:1. 
# Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
(  Tom Constable, !45$64*0'1,(#70$89:40)'4/;$<4'#0$4*$'"#$+),(# (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
15:2. 
)  Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
!*  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 32–33. 
Hb Hebrew 
!!  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 33. 
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II.! 203&'()$/,4)*+($''*#$156 (15:4–21) 
a.! !"#$%#&#'()*+, (15:4–5): God tells Abram that the promised heir will be Abram’s own 

son and that Abram’s descendants will be as numerous as the stars in the heavens! 
3>! Genesis 15:4-5A$8,4$3#"+'47$)"#$=+%4$+/$)"#$6+%4$0(9#$)+$"*9A$J!"*-$9(,$-"(''$,+)$

3#$2+5%$"#*%[$2+5%$&#%2$+=,$-+,$-"(''$3#$2+5%$"#*%>H$! "8,4$"#$3%+5;")$"*9$+5)-*4#$(,4$
-(*47$J6++Q$)+=(%4$"#(&#,7$(,4$,593#%$)"#$-)(%-7$*/$2+5$(%#$(3'#$)+$,593#%$)"#9>H$
!"#,$"#$-(*4$)+$"*97$JC+$-"(''$2+5%$+//-.%*,;$3#>H$$

c.! The Lord graciously responds.  
d.! Certainly, the Lord could have rebuked him, but that is not what He did.  
e.! The Lord gives Abram a visual image of how numerous his descendants will be.  
f.! Later we know that gentiles are grafted in which shows how even more numerous 

Abram’s descendants would be, so he has the actual Jewish descendants and the 
Christians are all his numerous.  

g.! !"#$%#-.+,-# (15:6): “And Abram believed the L#+- , and the L#+-  declared him 
righteous because of his faith.” 

">! Genesis 15:6A$8,4 $"#$3#'*#&#4$)"#$6+%47$(,4$"#$0+5,)#4$*)$)+$"*9$(-$%*;")#+5-,#-->$
i.! This is a critical verse to the idea that we are saved by faith alone. Abram is 

reckoned/established/considered/credited as righteous before circumcision or the 
law.  

j.! !"*-$Q#2$&#%-#$*,$I#,#-*-$*-$g5+)#4$/+5%$)*9#-$*,$)"#$b!$Oc+9>$TAN7$LL[$I('>$NAe[$](9#-$
LALN). !% 

k.! Moody Bible Commentary is helpful: !"#$K#3%#=$;%(99(%$*,4*0()#-$)"*-$&#%-#$*-$
.(%#,)"#)*0('< 3(0Q;%+5,4$*,/+%9()*+,$)"()$83%(9$"(4$.%#&*+5-'2$3#'*#&#4$I+4>$
!"*-$"(%9+,*S#-$=*)"$K#3$??A^7$="*0"$4#.*0)-$83%("(9$#:.%#--*,;$-(&*,;$/(*)"$
.%#&*+5-$)+$I,$?@7$*,$%#-.+,-#$)+$I+4E-$0(''$)+$#9*;%()#$)+$`(,((,$OI,$?LA?P>$
83%(9E-$/(*)"$*,$I,$?@$%#/'#0)-$"*-$;%+=)"$+/$/(*)"$-*,0#$)"()$0(''>$!"*-$&#%-#$.%#-#,)-$
)"%##$/(0)-$(3+5)$f5-)*/*0()*+,>$O?P$]5-)*/*0()*+,$*-$3(-#4$+,$/(*)"7$,+)$=+%Q-7$-*,0#$
)"#%#$*-$,+)"*,;$)"()$83%(9$"(4$#&#%$4+,#$)+$#(%,$*)>$!"*-$=(-$.%#0*-#'2$j(5'E-$.+*,)$
="#,$"#$0*)#4$I,$?@Ae$*,$:)$;<= >?$(-$(,$#:(9.'#$+/$+,#$J="+$4+#-$,+)$=+%Q7$35)$
3#'*#&#-$*,$K*9$="+$f5-)*/*#-$)"#$5,;+4'2>H$OLP$!"#$/(*)"$+,$="*0"$f5-)*/*0()*+,$*-$
3(-#4$,##4$,+)$3#$.#%/#0)7$-*,0#$83%(9E-$/(*)"$*,$I+4E-$.%+9*-#$+/$($;#,#)*0$"#*%$*-$
('-+$)"#$&#%2$)"*,;$"#$0+,)*,5#4$)+$4+53)$O-##7$#>;>7$I,$?aA?aP>$k,#$0(,$(..%#0*()#$
)"#$&('5#$+/$)"*-$/+%$(''$3#'*#&#%-7$/+%$="+$0(,$0'(*9$"*-$/(*)"$*-$)%5'2$.#%/#0)l$ONP$
]5-)*/*0()*+,$*-$,+)$($9())#%$+/$3#*,;$J9(4#H$(0)5(''2$(,4$.%(0)*0(''2$%*;")#+5-7$35)$+/$
3#*,;$J4#0'(%#4H$%*;")#+5->$I#,#-*-$?@Ae$4+#-$,+)$-(2$I+4$J9(4#$"*9$%*;")#+5-7H$
35)$%()"#%$I+4$&#2@'3#6$%!$!'$"%)$1,$&%9"!#'+,3#,,>$!"#$#:.%#--*+,$J%#0Q+,#4$*)H$
9(2$('-+$3#$)%(,-'()#4$J0+,-*4#%#4$*)H$+%$J0%#4*)#4$*)>H$X"*'#$3#'*#&#%-$(%#$-)*''$-*,/5'7$
)"%+5;"$f5-)*/*0()*+,7$I+4$"(-$*9.5)#4$%*;")#+5-,#--$)+$)"#9>$D)$*-$)"%+5;"$

 
!$  Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
e.g. for example 
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-(,0)*/*0()*+,$)"()7$32$I+4E-$;%(0#7$3#'*#&#%-$0(,$+&#%0+9#$)"#*%$-*,/5'$*,0'*,()*+,-$
(,4$;%+=$*,$%*;")#+5-,#--7$($.%+0#--$,+)$(44%#--#4$*,$I,$?@Ae>!$  

l.! !"#$%()*/*0()*+, (15:7–17) 
i.! The details (15:7–11): God ratifies his promise to Abram with a covenant 

sealed by blood. 
ii.! $%&%'('#)*+,-))+#!*.&'$&(1).&#-&')28&69&12&#'$&/ !"# &,'- &3%-;+'#&:-;&

-;#&"%-2&H%&-"&#'$&I'1<.$1*(&#-&+)4$&:-;&#')(&<1*.&#-&G-(($((>?&$"@;#&'$&
(1).8&6A&/-%.&B!# 8&'-,&12&9&#-&J*-,&#'1#&9&('1<<&G-(($((&)#F?&%"K$&(1).&#-&
')28&6@%)*+&2$&1&'$)"$%&#'%$$&:$1%(&-<.8&1&"$21<$&+-1#&#'%$$&:$1%(&-<.8&1&
%12&#'%$$&:$1%(&-<.8&1&#;%#<$.-4$8&1*.&1&:-;*+&G)+$-*>?&&' "!*.&'$&
3%-;+'#&')2&1<<&#'$($8&0;#&#'$2&)*&'1<"8&1*.&<1).&$10'&'1<"&-4$%&1+1)*(#&
#'$&-#'$%>&@;#&'$&.).&*-#&0;#&#'$&3)%.(&)*&'1<">&&&"!*.&,'$*&3)%.(&-"&G%$:&
012$&.-,*&-*&#'$&01%01(($(8&!3%12&.%-4$&#'$2&1,1:! 

iii.! Notice how in verse 7 God reminds Abram of their history together. NET 
note: !"#$6!"# $*,*)*()#-$)"#$0+&#,(,)i9(Q*,;$0#%#9+,2$=*)"$($4#0'(%()*+,$+/$
="+$"#$*-$(,4$="()$"#$"(-$4+,#$/+%$83%(9>$!"#$-(9#$/+%9$(..#(%-$()$)"#$
3#;*,,*,;$+/$)"#$0+&#,(,)$9(4#$()$C*,(*$O-##$h:+4$LUA?).!"  

iv.! 3+, time the Lord addresses the subject of land.  
v.! Key point: !"#$."%(-#$+/$)"#$`"('4#(,- $*-$($'()#%$#4*)+%*('$0'(%*/*0()*+,$/+%$)"#$

%#(4#%-7$4#-*;,()*,;$)"#$'+0()*+,$+/$m%>$n%+9$(''$#&*4#,0#$)"#%#$=+5'4$"(&#$
3##,$,+$`"('4#(,-$*,$#:*-)#,0#$()$)"*-$#(%'2$4()#[$)"#2$(%#$Q,+=,$*,$)"#$)*9#$
+/$)"#$,#+i1(32'+,*(,$#9.*%#$*,$)"#$/*%-)$9*''#,,*59$$>%.!& 

vi.! Verse 8 is Abram’s response.  
vii.! CSB: 83%(97$)"#$-"%#=4$35-*,#--9(,$="+$"(4$+,0#$4#(')$=*)"$#(%)"E-$

9*;")*#-)$"59(, < )"#$."(%(+"$+/$h;2.)$O?LA?TM?ZP< ,+=$,#;+)*()#4$=*)"$
)"#$A'&6$B!" >$K+=$0(,$"#$3#$(--5%#4$+/$I+4E-$.%+9*-#l$d#%-#$Z$.%+&*4#-$)"#$
(,-=#%.!'  

viii.! Verse 9 begins the ratification of the covenant.  
ix.! God has Abram bring the sacrifices and Abram cuts them in half and lays 

them against each other.  
x.! Note that he did not cut the birds in half. Birds of prey came and Abram 

scares them away.  
xi.! CSB: !"#$2'8 $o$(#)1.#$9'1! 7$(,4$&1)$=#%#$9(99( '-$'()#%$(5)"+%*S#4$/+%$

-(0%*/*0#$*,$)"#$'(=$+/$G+-#-[$"+=#&#%7$)"*-$*-$)"#$+,'2$)*9#$)"()$)"%##i2#(%i
+'4-< -.#0*9#,-$*,$)"#$.%*9#$+/$)"#*%$'*&#-< =#%#$5-#4>$!5%)'#4+&#-$(,4$

 
!% Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in !"#$=44.;$+),(#$
6455#*'1/;  (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 72–73. 
!"  Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:7. 
!& Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:7. 
!'  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 33. 
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2+5,;$.*;#+,-$=#%#$.#%9*))#4$/+%$0#%)(*,$D-%(#'*)#$-(0%*/*0#-$O6&$@AaP>$!"#$
0#%#9+,2$"#%#$4*//#%-$/%+9$+)"#%$-(0%#4$%*)5('-$*,$)"#$k!$*,&+'&*,;$(,*9('-$*,$
)"()$,+$(,*9('$.(%)-$=#%#$35%,#4.!#  

xii.! D,$(,$(0)$5,.(%(''#'#4$*,$)"#$k!7$83%(9$2+!$)"#$(,*9('-$ %3$"1.(C$136$.1%6$!"#$
D%#2#,$'DD',%!#$#12"$'!"#&7$0%#()*,;$($0'#(%$0#,)%('$'(,#$/'(,Q#4$32$)"#$
0(%0(--$.+%)*+,->$!"#$3*%4-7$3#*,;$-9(''#%7$=#%#$3'!$2+![$+,#$=(-$.%+3(3'2$
.'(0#4$+,$#(0"$-*4#$+/$)"*-$'(,#.!(  

xiii.! MacArthur: !"#$-*;,$+/$(,0*#,)$0+&#,(,)-$+/)#,$*,&+'&#4$)"#$05))*,;$*,$"('/$+/$
(,*9('-7$-+$)"()$)"#$.'#4;*,;$.(%)*#-$0+5'4$=('Q$3#)=##,$)"#97$(//*%9*,;$
)"()$)"#$-(9#$-"+5'4$"(..#,$)+$)"#9$*/$)"#2$3%+Q#$)"#$0+&#,(,)$O-##$]#%$
NTA?^7$?ZP>!)  

xiv.! ESV Study Bible: E"#$&%!+1.$6#,2&%5#6$"#&#$%,$D',,%5.*$1$!*D#$'($'1!"$!"1!$
%34'.4#,$1$,#.(F2+&,#$%($3'!$(+.(%..#6G$B'6$8%..$5#2')#$.%@#$!"#$6#16$13%)1.,$%($
"#$6'#,$3'!$@##D$"%,$8'&6$H,##$I#&J$=;<KL>KMNJ$8,+)"#%$*,)#%.%#)()*+,7$
"+=#&#%7$*-$)"()$)"#$%*)5('$*-$(,$(0)#4$-*;,$*,$="*0"$)"#$-(0%*/*0*('$(,*9('-$
-293+'*S#$83%(9E-$4#-0#,4(,)-$O(''$+/$D-%(#'P7$)"#$J3*%4-$+/$.%#2H$OI#,>$?@A??P$
-*;,*/2$)"#*%$#,#9*#-$O5,0'#(,$,()*+,-P7$(,4$)"#$J/*%#$.+)H$(,4$J)+%0"H$O&>$?aP$
%#.%#-#,)$I+4E-$.%#-#,0#>$!"#$.%+9*-#-$+/$&&>$?NM?e$'++Q$/+%=(%4$)+$I+4E-$
3#*,;$*,$)"#$9*4-)$+/$)"#$D-%(#'*)#-$(/)#%$)"#2$0+9#$+5)$+/$h;2.).%* 

xv.! Moody Bible Commentary: K(&*,;$(--5%#4$)+$83%(9$)"#$.%+9*-#$+/$(,$"#*%7$
I+4$,#:)$(//*%9#4$K*-$.%+9*-#$)"()$83%(9$=+5'4$.+--#--$!"%,$.136$O*>#>7$
`(,((,P>$b+)$5,#:.#0)#4'27$)"*-$.%+9.)#4$($,#=$#:.%#--*+,$+/$4+53)$+,$)"#$
.(%)$+/$83%(97$="+$%#-.+,4#4$)+$I+4E-$(//*%9()*+,$32$(-Q*,;7$O'8$)1*$7$
@3'8$!"1!$7$8%..$D',,#,,$%!P$8;(*,$I+4$%#-.+,4#4$=*)"$.()*#,0#$(,4$;%(0#>$D,$
)"*-$*,-)(,0#7$"+=#&#%7$-*,0#$)"#$.%+&*-*+,$*,$&*#=$*-$(3-)%(0)$O)"#$%*;")$+/$
.+--#--*+,R+=,#%-"*.P$%()"#%$)"(,$9()#%*('$O-50"$(-$(,$"#*%$(,4$
4#-0#,4(,)-P7$I+4$(//*%9#4$K*-$.%+9*-#$(,4$(--5(;#4$83%(9E-$4+53)$32$
0+,4#-0#,4*,;$)+$.(%)*0*.()#$*,$)"#$"59(,$0+,&#,)*+,$+/$0+&#,(,)$
J%()*/*0()*+,H$O*>#>7$#-)(3'*-"*,;$($J3*,4*,;H$(;%##9#,)P>$D,$)"*-$(0)$)"#$
0+&#,(,)##$=(-$J3+5,4H$)+$)"#$0+,4*)*+,-$+/$)"#$(;%##9#,)$32$)"#$3'++4$+/$($
-(0%*/*0#< #*)"#%$32$=('Q*,;$3#)=##,$)"#$3'++42$.(%)-7$(-$"#%#7$+%$3#*,;$
-.%*,Q'#4$32$)"#$3'++47$(-$*,$h:$LTAeM̂7$="#%#$3+)"$D-%(#'$(,4$I+4$

 
OT Old Testament 
!#  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 33. 
OT Old Testament 
!(  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 33. 
!)  John F. MacArthur Jr., !"#$=1BC/'"&/$?'&.;$+),(#A$<#D$C5#/)B1*$?'1*.1/.$+),(#E (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2006), Ge 15:9. 
$* Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
i.e. that is 
i.e. that is 
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O%#.%#-#,)#4$32$)"#$(')(%P$=#%#$-.%*,Q'#4$=*)"$)"#$-(0%*/*0*('$3'++4>$D,$)"*-$
*,-)(,0#7$"+=#&#%7$)"+5;"$I+4$(4+.)#4$)"#$;#,#%(''2$(00#.)#4$/+%9$+/$
%()*/*0()*+,7$K#$(')#%#4$*)$-'*;")'2$)+$0+,/+%9$)+$)"#$5,0+,4*)*+,('$,()5%#$+/$
K*-$.%+9*-#$)+$83%(9>$!"5-7$="*'#$83%(9$=(-$=(*)*,;$/+%$I+47$(-$)"#$
-5.#%*+%$.(%)27$)+$.(--$3#)=##,$)"#$.*#0#-7$"#$/#''$*,)+$1$6##D$,.##D$O*,450#4$
32$I+4P7$45%*,;$="*0"$I+4$D1,,#6$5#!8##3$!"#,#$D%#2#,$*,$)"#$/+%9$+/$1$
,)'@%39$'4#3$136$1$(.1)%39$!'&2"$O&>$?aP7$)"#%#32$#,-5%*,;$)"()$)"#$.*#0#-$
=#%#$0+9.'#)#'2$35%,#4$5.$*,$)"#$.%+0#-->$X"#,$83%(9$(=+Q#7$"#$=+5'4$
"(&#$.#%0#*&#4$O?P$)"()$I+4$"(4$.(--#4$3#)=##,$)"#$.*#0#-7$(,4$OLP$)"()$K#$
"(4$4+,#$-+$*,$-50"$($=(2$(-$)+$.%#&#,)$83%(9$/%+9$4+*,;$-+$(/)#%=(%4>$
!"5-$)"#$+,'2$+,#$)+$="+9$)"#$0+&#,(,)$=(-$J3+5,4H$/+%$*)-$/5'/*''9#,)$*-$
I+47$)"()$*-7$)"#$0+&#,(,)$=(-$5,0+,4*)*+,(' >$!"*-$*-$('-+$j(5'E-$.+*,)$*,$"*-$
0+99#,)$+,$)"*-$#&#,)$*,$I'$NA?a7$*,$="*0"$"#$-)()#4$)"()$)"#$83%("(9*0$
0+&#,(,)$=(-$J%()*/*#4$32$I+4H$('+,#7$"#,0#$f5-)*/2*,;$"*-$4#-*;,()*+,$+/$*)$(-$
($J.%+9*-#H$O(,$5,0+,4*)*+,('$0+&#,(,)P$%()"#%$)"(,$J)"#$6(=H$O($0+,4*)*+,('$
0+&#,(,)P>#$ 

xvi.! The dream (15:12): At sunset Abram falls into a deep sleep and sees 
troubling visions. 

xvii.! Genesis 15:12: 8-$)"#$-5,$=(-$;+*,;$4+=,7$($4##.$-'##.$/#''$+,$83%(9>$8,4$
3#"+'47$4%#(4/5'$(,4$;%#()$4(%Q,#--$/#''$5.+,$"*9.  

xviii.! In Genesis 2:21 Adam fell into a deep sleep. Maybe the original readers 
thought of that.  

xix.! A dreadful and great darkness fell upon him. Though Abram is in a deep 
sleep.  

xx.! !"#$%&$'%()*+",&$-.#$."$#-'/.+&&$0,&*$1+-.&$*)+'+$%&$."$&%.$23++$4$5").$46789$
:-'/.+&&$%&$-$1+*-;)"'$"<$&%.9$=.$!+.$4764>$?@'-)-1$%&$%.$*)+$;'+&+.A+$"<$!"#$-.#$
*)+$#-'/.+&&$%&$AB"-/%.($C%1$*"$&++$!"#9$?B&"$DE$>F6>4!!  

xxi.! :'$G%A)-+B$C"'*".$".$H)%*+$C"'&+$=..$&)-'+#$*)-*$+I+.$5+J%&)$&A)"B-'&$&-K$*)-*$*)%&$
%&$-$L"K-B$('-.*$."*$-$ 3,M+'-%.$*'+-*K9$?@'-)-1$J-&$-&B++;9!" $N)%&$1+-.&$*)-*$*)%&$%&$
-.$,.A ".#%*%".-B$*'+-*K9$?$3,M+'-%.$*'+-*K$J",B#$@+$A".#%*%".-B9$O,*$."*%A+$)"J$!"#$
-B".+$;-&&+&$*)'",()$*)+$&-A'%<%A+&9$ 

xxii.! The destiny (of Israel) (15:13–16): God speaks to Abram in his sleep, telling 
him his descendants will be enslaved for four hundred years. God also tells 
him that the oppressors will be punished, and that Abram’s descendants will 
be set free and depart with great riches. 

xxiii.! Genesis 15:13-16: !"#,$)"# $6+%4$-(*4$)+$83%(97$J_,+=$/+%$0#%)(*,$)"()$2+5%$
+//-.%*,;$=*''$3#$-+f+5%,#%-$*,$($'(,4$)"()$*-$,+)$)"#*%-$(,4$=*''$3#$-#%&(,)-$
)"#%#7$(,4$)"#2$=*''$3#$(//'*0)#4$/+%$/+5%$"5,4%#4$2#(%->$#$"15)$D$=*''$3%*,;$
f54;9#,)$+,$)"#$,()*+,$)"()$)"#2$-#%&#7$(,4$(/)#%=(%4$)"#2$-"(''$0+9#$+5)$

 
v. verse 
$!  Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in !"#$=44.;$+),(#$
6455#*'1/;  (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 73. 
!! !"#$!%&'()*+,-!./(*!0+*(!1*!211'&!%3'+1!4564768484!
$% !"#$%&'()*%&+,,-&./0120./  
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=*)"$;%#()$.+--#--*+,->$#! "8-$/+%$2+57$2+5$-"(''$;+$)+$2+5%$/()"#%-$*,$
.#(0#[$2+5$-"(''$3#$35%*#4$*,$($;++4$+'4$(;#>$#%"8,4$)"#2$-"(''$0+9#$3(0Q$"#%#$
*,$)"#$/+5%)"$;#,#%()*+,7$/+%$)"#$*,*g5*)2$+/$)"#$89+%*)#-$*-$,+)$2#)$0+9.'#)#>H 

xxiv.! This is obviously prophetic.  
xxv.! This is - $'",.#$.,1@+'P$."*$+E-A*$-.#$*)-*$%&$J)K$J+$)-I+$-$#%<<+'+.*$.,1@+'$B-*+'$

".9 !# $DE$4>6QF$-.#$!-B$R64S$&-K&$QRF$K+-'&9$ 
xxvi.! Notice verse 16: the sin of the Amorite is not complete. God is giving the 

people of that area time to repent. Leviticus 18:24-28 is about that.  
xxvii.! ESV Study Bible: !"#$89+%*)#-$(%#$+,#$+/$)"#$9(*,$.+.5'()*+,$;%+5.-$*,$

`(,((,$(,4$(%#$/%#g5#,)'2$'*-)#4$('+,;-*4#$)"#$`(,((,*)#-$(,4$+)"#%-$O-##$&&>$
?ZML?P>$I+4E-$0+99#,)$*9.'*#-$)"()$)"#$89+%*)#-$=*''$3#$4*-.+--#--#4$+/$
)"#*%$'(,4$(-$(,$(0)$+/$4*&*,#$.5,*-"9#,)>$8)$)"()$)*9#7$)"#*%$(00595'()#4$
*,*g5*)2$=*''$3#$-+$;%#()$)"()$I+4$=*''$,+$'+,;#%$)+'#%()#$)"#*%$.%#-#,0#$*,$)"#$
'(,4>  %& 

xxviii.! NET: o$*,$)"*-$0+,)#:)$($;#,#%()*+,$*-$#g5*&('#,)$)+$+,#$"5,4%#4$2#(%-.%' 
xxix.! The descent (of God himself) (15:17): A smoking firepot and a flaming torch, 

probably symbolizing God himself, pass between the dead animals of the 
blood covenant. 

xxx.! Genesis 15:17: X"#,$)"#$-5,$"(4$;+,#$4+=,$(,4$*)$=(-$4(%Q7$3#"+'47$($
-9+Q*,;$/*%#$.+)$(,4$($/'(9*,;$)+%0"$.(--#4$3#)=##,$)"#-#$.*#0#-.  

xxxi.! This God passing through the sacrifices. God and God alone. See notes about 
this earlier in this document. Since God alone passes through the sacrifices 
this shows that this is a unilateral treaty. 

xxxii.! Renewing Your Mind: !"#$%&'$'&()*+$),$-$#"$*".$/001$.2)'$13"4)'0$4&($-$50$67.8$
!"#$)'$'&()*+$),$-$#"$*".$/001$4($13"4)'0$4&($4($)447.&5)9).($60&'08$!"#$)'$17..)*+$
:)'$;)<)*).($"*$.20$9)*08$=13"79$'"$<&970'$!0*0')'$>?$.2&.$),$20$2&#$"*9($"*0$62&1.03$",$
.20$@)590$).$%"79#$50$!0*0')'$>?8$:0 $%"79#$%&*.$."$30&#$0<03($#&($",$!"#A'$6"<0*&*.$
%).2$B53&2&49!$ $ 

xxxiii.! CSB: 1+)"$#'#9#,)-$-293+'*S#4$#--#,)*('$(-.#0)-$+/$I+4[$)"#$-9+Q#$.#%"(.-$
%#.%#-#,)*,;$4*&*,#$*,-0%5)(3*'*)27$(,4$)"#$/'(9#$I+4E-$.+=#%>$12$;+*,;$
3#)=##,$)"#$4*&*4#4$0(%0(--#-7$)"#$6+%4$=(-$-+'#9,'2$+3'*;()*,;$"*9-#'/$)+$
/5'/*''$)"#$)#%9-$+/$)"#$0+&#,(,)< -293+'*0(''2$*,4*0()*,;$)"()$"#$=+5'4$
"*9-#'/$3#$-.'*)$(-5,4#%$*/$"#$/(*'#4$)+$0(%%2$+5)$"*-$.%+9*-#->$!2.*0(''27$3+)"$
0+&#,(,)$.(%),#%-$=+5'4$=('Q$3#)=##,$)"#$.*#0#-7$35)$"#%#$I+4$=(-$
5,*'()#%(''2$+3'*;()*,;$"*9-#'/$)+$/5'/*''$"*-$.%+9*-#.%( 

 
!" !3)&456%7,#8&(,&9:%,&;#,%&98$&<=&>.1?!
$& Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
$'  Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:16. 

$# @:)(A7; 4%,%B#,C&D(A)&E#,6; 1>F>1F>.>1 

$(  Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 33. 
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xxxiv.! NET: 8$-9+Q*,;$.+)$=*)"$($/'(9*,;$)+%0". These same implements were used 
in Mesopotamian rituals designed to ward off evil (see E. A. Speiser, I#,#-*-  
[AB], 113–14).%) 

xxxv.! ESV  SB: m')*9()#'27$`"%*-)$3#(%-$)"#$.#,(')2$/+%$+5%$4*-+3#4*#,0#.$* 
xxxvi.! Abram may have spent a large part of the day preparing the sacrifices.  

xxxvii.! !"#$%#('$#-)()# (15:18–21): God reveals to Abram the boundaries of the 
Promised Land, from the border of Egypt to the Euphrates River.$!  

xxxviii.! Genesis 15:18-21: k,$)"()$4(2$)"#$6+%4$9(4#$($0+&#,(,)$=*)"$83%(97$
-(2*,;7$J!+$2+5%$+//-.%*,;$D$;*&#$)"*-$'(,47$/%+9$)"#$%*&#%$+/$h;2.)$)+$)"#$;%#()$
%*&#%7$)"#$%*&#%$h5."%()#-7$#&")"#$'(,4$+/$)"#$_#,*)#-7$)"#$_#,*SS*)#-7$)"#$
_(49+,*)#-7$'( ")"#$K*))*)#-7$)"#$j#%*SS*)#-7$)"#$c#."(*97$'# ")"#$89+%*)#-7$)"#$
`(,((,*)#-7$)"#$I*%;(-"*)#-$(,4$)"#$]#35-*)#->H 

xxxix.! Verse 18: on that day… it sounds like this is happening the same day, in the 
same night vision.  

xl.! Boundaries of the promised land. 
xli.! River of Egypt 

xlii.! The great river= river Euphrates 
xliii.! These boundaries have never totally been fulfilled. Though the ESV Study 

Bible reads: X"*'#$)"#$'+0()*+,$+/$)"#$,+%)"#%,$3+5,4(%2$*-$0'#(%7$)"#$
4#-*;,()*+,$J%*&#%$+/$h;2.)H$*-$-+9#="()$(93*;5+5->$D)$0+5'4$%#/#%$)+$)"#$
X(4*$#'$8%*-"$O9*4=(2$3#)=##,$D-%(#'$(,4$)"#$b*'#[$b59>$NTA@7$"+=#&#%7$5-#-$
($-'*;")'2$4*//#%#,)$#:.%#--*+,$/+%$)"*-P>$8')#%,()*&#'27$J%*&#%H$0+5'4$%#/#%$)+$)"#$
#(-)#%,$3%(,0"$+/$)"#$b*'#>$O15)$)"#$4*-)*,0)*&#$K#3%#=$)#%9$/+%$)"#$b*'#$*-$,+)$
5-#4$"#%#>P$X"*'#$+)"#%-$+005.*#4$)"#$'(,4$="#,$)"#$4*&*,#$0+&#,(,)$=(-$
;*&#,7$)"*-$.%+9*-#$=(-$.%+3(3'2$/5'/*''#4$/+%$($)*9#$*,$)"#$%#*;,$+/$C+'+9+,$
O-##$?$_*,;-$TAL?).$% 

xliv.! CSB: !"#$/*%-)$#:.'*0*)$0+&#,(,)$*,$)"#$1*3'#$3#)=##,$I+4$(,4$($.#%-+,$=(-$
=*)"$b+("$OZAZM?aP>$!"#$-#0+,47$=*)"$83%(97$=(-$#:.%#--#4$*,$?LA?MN$(,4$
0#%#9+,*(''2$0+,/*%9#4$"#%#.$$ 

xlv.! CSB: !"#$'*-)$+/$)#,$4*//#%#,)$.#+.'#$;%+5.-$"#%#$*-$)"#$'+,;#-)$'*-)$+/$`(,((,E-$
*,"(3*)(,)-$*,$)"#$!+%(">$!"*-$*-$)"#$+,'2$'*-)$)+$*,0'54#$)"#$Q#3%!#,C$Q#3%//%!#,7$
(,4$Q16)'3%!#,[$)"#$_#,*)#-$(,4$_#,*SS*)#-$=#%#$.%+3(3'2$;%+5.-$'*&*,;$*,$
)"#$b#;#&$)"()$0+#:*-)#4$.#(0#/5''2$=*)"$)"#$D-%(#'*)#-$Ob9$NLA?L[$]4;$?A?eP>$
j#%"(.-$)"#$_(49+,*)#-$=#%#$)"#$-(9#$(-$)"#$p#4#9*)#-7$($4#-#%)i4=#''*,;$

 
AB Anchor Bible (a commentary series) 
$)  Biblical Studies Press, !"#$<8!$+),(#$>)/0'$8.)')4*$<4'#0 (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
15:17. 
%* Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 77. 
%! H. L. Willmington, !"#$%&'()*#$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 
15:1–21. 
%$ Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 78. 
%% Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 34. 
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#,#92 $+/$D-%(#'$O]4;$eANNP>$!"#$O#!"%!#,$=#%#$4#-0#,4(,)-$+/$K#)"7$-+,$+/$
`(,((,$OI,$?UA?@P>$!"#-#$=#%#$,+)$)"#$-(9#$(-$)"#$K*))*)#-7$="+$'*&#4$/5%)"#%$
,+%)"7$/%+9$C2%*($)+$8,()+'*(7$9+4#%,$!5%Q#2$O]4;$?ALe[$?_;$?UALZP>%! 

!"#$%&'()*+,#-$&.$/"#$0+&1,-#)$2*() 
The original boundaries of the Promised Land as defined in Numbers 34 are somewhat 
different from the boundaries of the land that the Israelites eventually occupied. The 
original boundaries included the mountainous area north of Sidon and Damascus, but the 
Israelites never occupied this area during the settlement period. Conversely, the original 
boundaries did not include land east of the Jordan River, but the Israelites occupied this 
land after capturing it from Og and Sihon.$& 

 
 
 

 
%" Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in 6?+$?'&.;$+),(#A$<4'#0, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 34. 
%& Crossway Bibles, !"#$8?@$?'&.;$+),(# (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 320. 
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