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I want to ask a question and I would like you to raise your hand in response:  

How many of you have ever been harmed physically or verbally by someone else? Just raise your hand.  

How many of you have ever harmed another person: physically or verbally? Just raise your hand.  

My point is simple and that is that people affect people, right? We are never an island. We need each 
other, but at the same time, even in our need we can harm each other.  

I read the following this past week:  

“Involvement with people is always a very delicate thing…. It requires real maturity to become involved 
and not get all messed up.”1 
 
The pure relationship, how beautiful it is! How easily it is damaged or weighed down with irrelevancies--- 
not even irrelevancies, just life itself, the accumulations of life and of time. For the first part of every 
relationship is pure, whether it be a friend or lover, husband or child. It is pure simple, unencumbered… 
 
And then how swiftly, how inevitably the perfect unity is invaded; the relationship changes; it comes 
complicated, encumbered by its contact with the world.  
 
The original relationship is very beautiful. Its self-enclosed perfection wears the freshness of a spring 
morning…. It moves to another phase of growth which one should not dread, but welcome as one 
welcomes summer after spring. But there is also a dead weight accumulation, a coating of false values, 
habits, and burdens which blights life. It is this smothering coat that needs constantly to be stripped off, 
in life as well as in relationships.2 
 
I want us to take a few minutes to look at 2 Timothy 3:1-9 and then Matthew 22:37-40. In 2 Timothy we 
will see a passage that has quite a list of sins! When we read this, you may think, “I hope the pastor is 
not going to go over all of these!” I am not. I want to show you that all these sins have to do with 
misplaced loved. Let’s look at the two passages:  

2 Timothy 3:1–9 (NASB95) 

“Difficult Times Will Come” 

 1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 
 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
 3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 

 
1 Swindoll, Charles R. Read in Swindoll’s Ultimate Book of Illustrations & Quotes. Thomas Nelson. Nashville, TN 
1998. Pages 478-479 quoted from Pamela Reeve, Relationships.  

2 Swindoll, Charles R. Read in Swindoll’s Ultimate Book of Illustrations & Quotes. Thomas Nelson. Nashville, TN 
1998. Page 478. Quoted from Ann Morrow Lindbergh, quoted in Charles R. Swindoll, Come Before Winter 
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 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 
 5 holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; Avoid such men as 

these. 
 6 For among them are those who enter into households and captivate weak women 

weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, 
 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of 

depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 
 9 But they will not make further progress; for their folly will be obvious to all, just as 

Jannes’s and Jambres’s folly was also. 
 

Okay, now if you are following along in your Bibles you may want to hold your place in 2 Timothy and 
switch to Matthew 22.   

Matthew 22:36-40: 

Matthew 22:36–40 (NASB95) 
 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 
 37 And He said to him, “ ‘YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH ALL 

YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.’ 
 38 “This is the great and foremost commandment. 
 39 “The second is like it, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.’ 
 40 “On these two commandments depend the whole Law and the Prophets.” 
I. Summary of 2 Timothy 3:1-9: First let me tell you that Paul says, “In the last days…” That simply 

means the day we are living in. When the Bible talks about “the last days” it is referring to the 
time period between the resurrection and when Jesus comes again.  

a. I really believe that this whole list really gets down to misplaced love. Most all of these sins 
go back to relationship issues. Let’s just look at a few.  

i. Paul says that people will be lovers of themselves. I am going to come back to that 
in a minute when we look at Matthew.  

ii. Verse 3 even say: “without love.” 

iii. Later in verse 4 Paul writes that people will be “lovers of pleasure rather than lovers 
of God.” I think that is putting this all together. People will be and people are now, 
loving themselves at the expense of others and at the expense of loving God. This 
passage is all about “me.” When our lives our self-centered, we harm other people, 
don’t we?  

iv. When our lives are self-centered, we become lovers of money, proud, abusive, 
arrogant and all of these other sins listed. Or, at least that is our potential.  



Misdirected Love (2 Timothy 3:1-9) 

3 
 

b. In verse 5 Paul writes: having a form of godliness but denying its power. Basically hypocrites, 
right? Our works validate our faith. What we are doing and how we treat other people 
proves who we claim to be.  

The early Latin writer, Tertullian of Carthage, declared that the one thing that converted him to 
Christianity was not the arguments they gave him, because he could find a counterpoint for every 
argument they would present. “But they demonstrated something I didn’t have. The thing that converted 
me to Christianity was the way they loved each other.”3 

II. Matthew 22:36-40: So in Matthew someone wants Jesus to tell him the greatest 
commandment. Now, it is possible that they are trying to trap Jesus, but they don’t. All of the 
other commandments are summed up in this passage. Love God and love people.  

a. Love God: If we truly love God, shouldn’t we love His people? Right? I mean we are His 
creation. If we truly love God, shouldn’t we love His Son Jesus? Shouldn’t we want to 
worship Him, follow Him, serve Him, learn more about Him and do as He says?  

b. Love People: Now Jesus also says to Love people. Now think really hard with me. I mean I 
want you to really think this through, okay. If we really love people, shouldn’t that rule out 
all of the sins, or at least most of the consequence of the sins in the 2 Timothy passage? I 
think so.  

I heard a really neat story a few months ago.  

Story of Albrecht and Albert Durer. 

Back in the fifteenth century, in a tiny village near Nuremberg, lived a family with eighteen children. 

Eighteen! In order merely to keep food on the table for this mob, the father and head of the 

household, a goldsmith by profession, worked almost eighteen hours a day at his trade and any other 

paying chore he could find in the neighborhood. Despite their seemingly hopeless condition, two of the 

elder children, Albrecht and Albert, had a dream. They both wanted to pursue their talent for art, but 

they knew full well that their father would never be financially able to send either of them to 

Nuremberg to study at the Academy. After many long discussions at night in their crowded bed, the 

two boys finally worked out a pact. They would toss a coin. The loser would go down into the nearby 

mines and, with his earnings, support his brother while he attended the academy. Then, when that 

brother who won the toss completed his studies, in four years, he would support the other brother at 

the academy, either with sales of his artwork or, if necessary, also by laboring in the mines. They 

 
3 Jones, G. C. (1986). 1000 illustrations for preaching and teaching (220). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press. 
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tossed a coin on a Sunday morning after church. Albrecht Durer won the toss and went off to 

Nuremberg. Albert went down into the dangerous mines and, for the next four years, financed his 

brother, whose work at the academy was almost an immediate sensation. Albrecht’s etchings, his 

woodcuts, and his oils were far better than those of most of his professors, and by the time he 

graduated, he was beginning to earn considerable fees for his commissioned works. When the young 

artist returned to his village, the Durer family held a festive dinner on their lawn to celebrate 

Albrecht’s triumphant homecoming. After a long and memorable meal, punctuated with music and 

laughter, Albrecht rose from his honored position at the head of the table to drink a toast to his 

beloved brother for the years of sacrifice that had enabled Albrecht to fulfill his ambition. His closing 

words were, “And now, Albert, blessed brother of mine, now it is your turn. Now you can go to 

Nuremberg to pursue your dream, and I will take care of you.” All heads turned in eager expectation 

to the far end of the table where Albert sat, tears streaming down his pale face, shaking his lowered 

head from side to side while he sobbed and repeated over and over, “No… no …no …no.” Finally, Albert 

rose and wiped the tears from his cheeks. He glanced down the long table at the faces he loved, and 

then, holding his hands close to his right cheek, he said softly, “No, brother. I cannot go to 

Nuremberg. It is too late for me. Look … look what four years in the mines have done to my hands! 

The bones in every finger have been smashed at least once, and lately I have been suffering from 

arthritis so badly in my right hand that I cannot even hold a glass to return your toast, much less 

make delicate lines on parchment or canvas with a pen or a brush. No, brother… for me it is too late.” 

More than 450 years have passed. By now, Albrecht Durer’s hundreds of masterful portraits, pen and 

silver-point sketches, watercolors, charcoals, woodcuts, and copper engravings hang in every great 

museum in the world, but the odds are great that you, like most people, are familiar with only one of 

Albrecht Durer’s works. More than merely being familiar with it, you very well may have a 

reproduction hanging in your home or office. One day, to pay homage to Albert for all that he had 

sacrificed, Albrecht Durer painstakingly drew his brother’s abused hands with palms together and thin 

fingers stretched skyward. He called his powerful drawing simply “Hands,” but the entire world almost 

immediately opened their hearts to his great masterpiece and renamed his tribute of love “The Praying 

Hands.” These were the hands of genuine, painful, suffering love, the same sort of hands we see on 
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the Christ with arms outstretched to the world while on the cross and words saying “Father forgive 

them they know not what they do.” 

Jesus calls us to love God and love others as ourselves. But when our loves is misplaced and we put 

ourselves first then we are on a slippery slope into a litany of sins. We are then on a destructive path 

to harm others and ourselves.  

Misplaced love puts ourselves first. 

Properly placed love means that we love God and we love others and we do still love ourselves, 

nothing wrong with that.  

Prayer.   
 


