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Genesis 19 
 
(Outline is from the Outline Bible, which is referenced by footnote at the bottom of the page) 
 
I. The incineration of Sodom (19:1–38) 

a. Predestruction events (19:1–14) 
b. Lot and the angels (19:1–3): Two angels visit Lot, and he invites them to spend the 

night in his home. 
c. Lot and the Sodomites (19:4–11): The men of Sodom demand that Lot hand over the 

two angels so that they can sexually molest them. 
d. Lot and his family (19:12–14): In vain Lot warns his daughters’ fiancés to flee the 

city. 
e. Destruction events (19:15–29) 

i. The firmness (19:15–17): Reluctant to leave, Lot and his family are led out of 
the doomed city by the angels. 

ii. The fear (19:18–22): Lot begs that they be allowed to live in Zoar, a small 
village near Sodom. 

iii. The fury (19:23–25): The fiery wrath of God falls upon Sodom and other 
wicked cities of the plain. 

iv. The fatality (19:26): Looking back to the burning Sodom, Lot’s wife becomes 
a pillar of salt. 

v. The firestorm (19:27–29): From a distance of over twenty miles Abraham 
sees smoke rising from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

II. Post-destruction events (19:30–38) 
a. The supposition of two sisters (19:30–31): Lot’s daughters fear they will never marry 

and raise children. 
b. The sins of two sisters (19:32–36): They get their father drunk and sleep with him in 

order to become pregnant. 
c. The sons of two sisters (19:37–38): Moab, father of the Moabites, is born to Lot’s 

older daughter, and Ben-ammi, father of the Ammonites, to Lot’s younger 
daughter.1 

 
 
Moody: 

When the two angels arrived in Sodom (v. 1), they were immediately spotted by Lot, who was 
sitting in the gate of the city. He graciously invited them to spend the night as guests in his house 
(v. 2). In contrast to Lot’s hospitality, when the other men of the city … both young and old hear 
of the strangers’ arrival, they surrounded Lot’s house and demanded that he bring them out so 

 
1 H. L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 18:32–
19:38. 
v. verse 
v. verse 
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that they might have relations with them (vv. 4–5) (lit., “that we might know them,” referring to 
sexual knowledge). From this incident derives the term sodomy. 

Some modern proponents of homosexuality have argued that the word “know” as used here 
means “getting acquainted,” as in Middle Eastern hospitality, or in the sense of interrogating the 
angels to see if they were spies. Thus, they argue this is not a reference to homosexual behavior 
and the sin of Sodom was merely inhospitality. However, although the word “know” could mean 
“get acquainted,” in this context it is clearly a reference to sexual behavior. First, the word “know” 
is frequently used in Genesis for sexual behavior (4:1, 17, 25; 24:16; 38:26). Second, the context 
indicates that this is sexual behavior or else Lot would not have offered his daughters as an 
alternative. Furthermore, Lot describes them as not yet having “known a man” (lit., Hb. 
translation, v. 8), clearly using the word with a sexual meaning. Finally, in the NT, Jude 7 says that 
the sin of Sodom was “gross immorality” and pursuing “strange flesh,” demonstrating that the 
sin was sexual, not a lack of hospitality. 

This concerted, perverse desire on the part of the Sodomites clearly bears out why God decided 
to destroy them. In somewhat perplexing fashion, however, Lot sought to protect his two guests 
by offering his two virgin daughters instead to the rapacious mob (v. 8)! 

All the more astonishing in light of this offer is Peter’s reference in 2Pt 2:7–8 to “righteous Lot 
…” who “felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their [i.e., the Sodomites’] lawless 
deeds” (italics added). As with Abraham in 15:6 the emphasis is on Lot’s being reckoned 
righteous—that is, the righteousness that God credited to him by virtue of his faith aside from 
any works, imperfect though that faith and his consequent behavior may have been. Abraham’s 
“reckoned” righteousness was both preceded (chap. 12) and followed (chap. 20) by his own 
intentional “handing over” of a female family member (his wife Sarai/Sarah) for what inevitably 
resulted in the commission of sexual sin.2 
 
 
I. The incineration of Sodom (19:1–38) 

a. Predestruction events (19:1–14) 
b. Lot and the angels (19:1–3): Two angels visit Lot, and he invites them to spend the 

night in his home. 
Genesis 19:1–3 (NASB95) 

 
vv. verses 
lit. literally 
lit. literally 
Hb. Hebrew 
v. verse 
NT New Testament 
v. verse 
i.e. that is 
chap. chapter 
chap. chapter 
2 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 76–77. 
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 1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of 
Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the 
ground. 

 2 And he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and 
spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way.” They 
said however, “No, but we shall spend the night in the square.” 

 3 Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him and entered his house; and he 
prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 
c. The angels had left Abraham and now come to Sodom.  
d. Imagine Lot sitting at the gate.  
e. The Reformation Study Bible: That Lot was sitting in the city gate indicates his status 

as a respected member of the community. However, as vv. 6–9 reveal, he is clearly 
powerless to stop the sinful actions of his fellow citizens. In that ancient culture, legal 
matters were decided at the city gate by community elders such as Lot (Deut. 21:18–
21; Amos 5:15).3 

f. Lot is respectful. The Reformation Study Bible: Throughout the story Lot 
demonstrates his righteousness by his hospitality to strangers (cf. 2 Pet. 2:6, 7). His 
actions parallel those of Abraham [in the previous chapter].4 

g. He bows down with his face to the ground.  
h. That was a common way of greeting in the east back then.  
i. In verse 2 we see Lot offer hospitality. Notice they prefer to spend the night in the 

town square.  
j. Unleavened bread implies that it was baked in haste.5 
k. In verse 3 we see Lot urge them strongly and they turned aside and stayed at Lot’s 

house.  
l. There was a feast with unleavened bread.  
m. Lot and the Sodomites (19:4–11): The men of Sodom demand that Lot hand over the 

two angels so that they can sexually molest them. 
Genesis 19:4–11 (NASB95) 

4 Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the 
house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; 
5 and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you 
tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.” 
6 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, 
7 and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. 
8 “Now behold, I have two daughters who have not had relations with man; please 
let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like; only do nothing to these 
men, inasmuch as they have come under the shelter of my roof.” 

 
3 R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) 
(Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 43. 
4 R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) 
(Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 43. 
5 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 83. 
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9 But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one came in as an 
alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So 
they pressed hard against Lot and came near to break the door. 
10 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, 
and shut the door. 
11 They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both 
small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway. 
n. As I look at verse 4 it seems that this is a mob. Notice the description. The men of 

Sodom surround the house.  
o. This was both young and old.  
p. All the people from every quarter.  
q. This may not mean “all” as we think of “all,” but it is a lot of people.  
r. This happened before they could lay down to sleep.  
s. Verse 5: they call out to Lot that they want to have relations with them. This would 

mean sexual relations with them. It literally means “intercourse.”  
t. NET: The sin of the men of Sodom is debated. The fact that the sin involved a sexual 

act (see note on the phrase “have sex” in 19:5) precludes an association of the sin 
with inhospitality as is sometimes asserted (see W. Roth, “What of Sodom and 
Gomorrah? Homosexual Acts in the Old Testament,” Explor 1 [1974]: 7–14). The text 
at a minimum condemns forced sexual intercourse, i.e., rape. Other considerations, 
though, point to a condemnation of homosexual acts more generally. The narrator 
emphasizes the fact that the men of Sodom wanted to have sex with men: They 
demand that Lot release the angelic messengers (seen as men) to them for sex, and 
when Lot offers his daughters as a substitute they refuse them and attempt to take 
the angelic messengers by force. In addition the wider context of the Pentateuch 
condemns homosexual acts as sin (see, e.g., Lev 18:22). Thus a reading of this text 
within its narrative context, both immediate and broad, condemns not only the 
attempted rape but also the attempted homosexual act.6 

u. Starting in verse 6 Lot pleads with them not to do this. He goes out and shuts the 
door behind him.  

v. In verse 7 Lot did call homosexuality evil, or wickedness.  
w. Lot addresses them as “brothers.” 
x. In verse 8: he offers his daughters to them!!!  
y. Can you imagine that! 
z. He says they can do with his virgin daughters as they please but do nothing to these 

men.  
aa. As a good host he is protecting his guests, but he is not a good father.  
bb. CSB: Ancient Asian hospitality customs made Lot responsible for his visitors’ safety 

while under the protection of his roof—no matter what the cost. Accordingly, he put 
himself at risk by facing the mob and warning them that their intentions were evil. 
Failing in his appeal to their higher moral instincts, Lot then put his family at risk, 
offering up his two virgin daughters to satisfy the rabble’s sexual desires. Lot’s 

 
6 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 19:5. 
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daughters would soon get even with their father for his repulsive offer by making him 
a victim of disgusting sexual misconduct (vv. 32–36).7 

cc. In verse 9 the men are trying to break down the door to get in the house.  
dd. They say Lot really is not even one of them.  
ee. Verse 10 is back to the angels. It says, “the men” which would be the angels.  
ff. They bring Lot in and in verse 11 they struck the men of the town with blindness.  
gg. They could not even find the door.   
hh. Lot and his family (19:12–14): In vain Lot warns his daughters’ fiancés to flee the 

city. 
Genesis 19:12–14 (NASB95) 

12 Then the two men said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your 
sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the 
place; 
13 for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great 
before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 
14 Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who were to marry his daughters, and 
said, “Up, get out of this place, for the LORD will destroy the city.” But he appeared to his 
sons-in-law to be jesting. 
ii. We now see the angels speaking to Lot and in verse 14 Lot speaking to his sons-in-

law to flee.  
jj. But notice verse 13: the outcry of the city has been so great…I think on one hand we 

think of the outcry as that their sin is an outcry and that is probably true. However, it 
also seems like God is hearing from the victims of the sin.  

kk. His sons-in-law thought he was joking.  
ll. They do not leave.  
mm. They were sons-in-law but they were merely engaged. In verse 8 he said that his 

two daughters had not had relations with a man. Unless he was lying to get the men 
to stop, they were only engaged.  

nn. CSB: Parallels exist between Noah and Lot. Both were righteous men (6:9; 2Pt 2:7), 
both were warned that the LORD was about to destroy entire civilizations because of 
great sin (6:13), and the families of both were included in God’s salvation. Because 
the outcry against Sodom had been confirmed, the angels, as God’s servants (Heb 
1:7), had to destroy the place as God had directed. The men who had entered into 
binding agreements to marry Lot’s virgin daughters proved themselves unworthy of 
salvation because they rejected Lot’s message.8 

oo. Destruction events (19:15–29) 
i. The firmness (19:15–17): Reluctant to leave, Lot and his family are led out of 

the doomed city by the angels. 
 

vv. verses 
7 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 38. 
8 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 38. 
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Genesis 19:15–17 (NASB95) 
15When morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up, take your wife and your two 
daughters who are here, or you will be swept away in the punishment of the city.”  
16But he hesitated. So the men seized his hand and the hand of his wife and the hands of 
his two daughters, for the compassion of the LORD was upon him; and they brought him 
out, and put him outside the city.  
17When they had brought them outside, one said, “Escape for your life! Do not look 
behind you, and do not stay anywhere in the valley; escape to the mountains, or you will 
be swept away.” 

ii. Notice the urgency and the force.  
iii. But they did notg leave right away, not it is morning.  
iv. Do not look back.  
v. The fear (19:18–22): Lot begs that they be allowed to live in Zoar, a small 

village near Sodom. 
Genesis 19:18–22 (NASB95) 
18But Lot said to them, “Oh no, my lords!  
19“Now behold, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have magnified your 
lovingkindness, which you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the 
mountains, for the disaster will overtake me and I will die;  
20now behold, this town is near enough to flee to, and it is small. Please, let me escape 
there (is it not small?) that my life may be saved.”  
21He said to him, “Behold, I grant you this request also, not to overthrow the town of 
which you have spoken.  
22“Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the 
name of the town was called Zoar. 

 
vi. I find it interesting that in all of this urgency Lot asks about escaping to Zoar 

instead of where the angels told him to go. Lot does make the request in 
great humility. Lot says that they have magnified their lovingkingness to him. 
Lot things he will died in the mountains as well.  

vii. In verse 21 they grant the request.  
viii. In verse 22 they said they cannot do anything until Lot arrives there. God is 

saving Lot and his family.  
ix. The fury (19:23–25): The fiery wrath of God falls upon Sodom and other 

wicked cities of the plain. 
Genesis 19:23–25 (NASB95) 
23The sun had risen over the earth when Lot came to Zoar.  
24Then the LORD rained on Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of 
heaven,  
25and He overthrew those cities, and all the valley, and all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and what grew on the ground. 

x. Lot made it to Zoar.  
xi. The Lord destroyed these cities.  
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xii. The fatality (19:26): Looking back to the burning Sodom, Lot’s wife becomes 
a pillar of salt. 

Genesis 19:26 (NASB95) 
26But his wife, from behind him, looked back, and she became a pillar of salt. 

xiii. Moody: The Hebrew verb employed by the angels in their warning and in the 
statement afterward that Lot’s wife looked back (vathabbet) is not the usual 
verb employed to denote the action of looking or seeing, but is a less frequent 
verb that carries the specific idea of looking at something with desire, 
approval, or confidence (Ps 119:6; Is 66:2; Am 5:22; Zch 12:10). Abraham 
himself looked at the destruction, yet he did not become a pillar of salt (v. 
28). Here the more common verb was used, the verb that indicates that the 
“looking” was no more than an action (although prompted, no doubt, by 
concern for Lot and his family), not the type of “looking” expressed by Lot’s 
wife.9 

xiv. The firestorm (19:27–29): From a distance of over twenty miles Abraham 
sees smoke rising from the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah. 

Genesis 19:27–29 (NASB95) 
27Now Abraham arose early in the morning and went to the place where he had stood 
before the LORD;  
28and he looked down toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the 
valley, and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land ascended like the smoke of a 
furnace.  
29Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God remembered 
Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities 
in which Lot lived. 

xv. Now, we are back to Abraham.  
xvi. Imagine seeing this from a distance.  

xvii. Verse 29: the Lord saved Lot and his family because of Abraham.  
xviii. The Reformation Study Bible: Twice Lot was saved because of faithful 

Abraham (14:1–16; 19:1–29).10 
xix. NET: It is hard to imagine what was going on in Abraham’s mind, but this 

brief section in the narrative enables the reader to think about the human 
response to the judgment. Abraham had family in that area. He had rescued 
those people from the invasion. That was why he interceded. Yet he surely 
knew how wicked they were. That was why he got the number down to ten 

 
v. verse 
9 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 77. 
10 R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) 
(Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 44. 
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when he negotiated with God to save the city. But now he must have 
wondered, “What was the point?”11 

II. Post-destruction events (19:30–38) 
a. The supposition of two sisters (19:30–31): Lot’s daughters fear they will never marry 

and raise children. 
Genesis 19:30–31 (NASB95) 
30Lot went up from Zoar, and stayed in the mountains, and his two daughters with him; 
for he was afraid to stay in Zoar; and he stayed in a cave, he and his two daughters.  
31Then the firstborn said to the younger, “Our father is old, and there is not a man on 
earth to come in to us after the manner of the earth. 
b. ESV SB: The last unsavory episode in the life of Lot describes how he becomes the 

father of the Moabites and Ammonites. It has a number of parallels with the last 
episode of the flood story (9:20–27).12 

c. Archaeological surveys have revealed that caves around the Dead Sea often served 
as places of refuge.13 

d. After all that happened Lot was afraid to be in a town again.  
e. He likely had PTSD.  
f. Now, we see the plan of the firstborn.  
g. The sins of two sisters (19:32–36): They get their father drunk and sleep with him in 

order to become pregnant. 
Genesis 19:32–36 (NASB95) 
32“Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him that we may preserve 
our family through our father.”  
33So they made their father drink wine that night, and the firstborn went in and lay with 
her father; and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.  
34On the following day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my 
father; let us make him drink wine tonight also; then you go in and lie with him, that we 
may preserve our family through our father.”  
35So they made their father drink wine that night also, and the younger arose and lay 
with him; and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose.  
36Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father. 
h. The sons of two sisters (19:37–38): Moab, father of the Moabites, is born to Lot’s 

older daughter, and Ben-ammi, father of the Ammonites, to Lot’s younger 
daughter.14 

Genesis 19:37–38 (NASB95) 
37The firstborn bore a son, and called his name Moab; he is the father of the Moabites to 
this day.  

 
11 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Ge 
19:28. 
12 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 84. 
13 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 84. 
14 H. L. Willmington, The Outline Bible (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 1999), Ge 
18:32–19:38. 
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38As for the younger, she also bore a son, and called his name Ben-ammi; he is the father 
of the sons of Ammon to this day. 
i. Remember that Israel is about to enter the promised land. This is now teaching 

them this history of these people groups.  
j. The Moabites and the Ammonites. Are descended from them.  
k. The Reformation Study Bible: This genealogical conclusion (vv. 37, 38) begins the 

story of the bitter animosity of Moab and Ammon against Israel (Num. 23–25; 2 Kin. 
3). The Moabites and Ammonites were rejected by God not because of their 
questionable lineage, but because they mistreated Israel (Deut. 23:3–6; Neh. 13:1, 
2). Ruth, an ancestor of Jesus Christ, was a Moabitess (Ruth 4:18–22; Matt. 1:5), but 
she was eventually counted in the tribe of Judah through her faith and her 
redemptive marriage to Boaz.15 

Moody: 
This passage vividly—and tragically—illustrates the potential danger of surrounding oneself 
with wicked society. Lot’s two daughters had been born and reared in Sodom, as may be 
inferred from the fact that they were marriageable virgins (19:8, 14), which in the Bible typically 
applies to women in their early teens, whereas Lot had by this point been living in Sodom for 
about 25 years. Lot had moved there when Abram was about 75 years old (12:4; 13:10), 
whereas Abraham was now 99 (17:1, 21; 18:10). Of course, simply living in a wicked society 
does not inevitably mean that one’s children will turn out “bad.” Isaac, for example, who grew 
up in a land filled with Canaanites, turned out quite good. The problem lies in the degree to 
which the family unit itself, the parents in particular, assimilates to the surrounding culture, 
which will impact the children’s spiritual and moral development. In this instance it is borne out 
by the logical implication that Lot’s wife, the mother of their daughters, was herself from 
Sodom. This would explain not only why she is mentioned in this chapter for the first time, but 
also why she “looked back” toward Sodom (v. 26), longing for what she did not want to leave. 
Also, since their husbands-to-be were destroyed along with Sodom, and in the absence of any 
other prospects, Lot’s daughters—being “children” of Sodom in the moral-spiritual as well as 
natal-cultural sense—made their father drink wine (i.e., they got him drunk) and lay with him 
(vv. 33–35) The resulting conceptions and births of the sons Moab and Ben-ammi continue the 
tragic paradigm begun with Hagar and Ishmael, namely, the commission of sexual sin in the 
patriarchal family, which ultimately resulted in the existence of another ethnic group at enmity 
with Israel, in this case the Moabites and the sons of Ammon (the Ammonites; vv. 37–38). 
Later, Moab sought to have Balaam curse Israel (Nm 22–24), and the Ammonites were at war 

 
15 R. C. Sproul, ed., The Reformation Study Bible: English Standard Version (2015 Edition) 
(Orlando, FL: Reformation Trust, 2015), 45. 
v. verse 
i.e. that is 
vv. verses 
vv. verses 
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with Israel at various times during the period of the judges and the monarchy (Jdg 3:12–30; 
10:6–18; 1Ch 19).16 
 

 
16 Michael A. Rydelnik and Michael Vanlaningham, eds., “Genesis,” in The Moody Bible 
Commentary (Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers, 2014), 77–78. 


