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Amanda [Burton] in high school:  

When I was a senior in high school I was talking with a friend of mine about my Christian faith and how 
important Christianity is to me. Her name was Amanda. I don’t really remember the whole conversation, 
but I will never forget what she said. You know how you can envision the surroundings of an 
environment when you think of memories? That is the case from this conversation. I remember, vividly, 
it was towards the end of the school year. We both had math class right after lunch. We were walking 
out of math class as she said, “I make up my own religion!” I don’t think I argued with her, but I still must 
wonder, “Where do people get these ideas?”  

Laura [Smith] at Jack’s Aquarium and Pets:  

Just over a year before that conversation I had another conversation with a girl named Laura. I was 
working at Jack’s Aquarium and Pets. At this time, I was working at the Jack’s in Englewood, OH, which is 
just north of Dayton. Like the conversation with Amanda that was to happen a year later, I can 
remember what I was doing vividly. It seemed to be a wintry day. Our Jack’s pet shop had not opened 
yet. I was cleaning the pet’s cages and giving water and food to them, and I was walking back to the 
stock room. At this time Laura said, “Everybody’s a Christian Steve.”    

More recently I heard of some people from my past church who didn’t believe in hell and demons. The 
Scripture talks about them.  

How do people get the idea that they can make up their view of God?  

How do people get the idea that they can believe whatever they want to believe?  

How do people get the idea they can cut from the Bible what they don’t like and paste into the Bible 
things they wish it would say?  

Who do we think we are to do this? Are we equal to God?  

The answer is the culture we live in. Our culture is what is called a postmodern culture. But the major 
answer is that we have a problem. Our problem is that we don’t want to submit to God’s Word and 
God’s authority.  

Theme: In 2 Timothy 3:10-17 Timothy is encouraged by Paul to live according to the Scriptures.  

But before I get into this, I want to make a comment. As I look back on the preachers that I have listened 
to. As I look back on the time that I sat in the pews of various churches, I remember recognizing themes 
which were repeated. I am sure you do as well. I hope the Scriptures are a theme that you will recognize 
with me, and I hope you like that. Please know, I know that it may seem like I am repeating myself, but 
that is because repetition implies importance. The Bible repeats itself: Doctrine is used more than 15 
times in these three short letters which we have been studying. This must mean it is important. Where is 
doctrine found? In the Bible.  
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Okay, let’s read 2 Timothy 3:10-17: (This is the NIV translation, I am sure you are using the original 
Greek)  

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in Antioch, Iconium and 
Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In fact, everyone who 

wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evildoers and impostors will go from 
bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and 

have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy 
you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ 

Jesus. 16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a] may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

I. First look with me at verses 10-13 as I place these verses in context.  

a. Now, Paul moves back to Timothy. In the previous verses Paul had been writing about these 
certain people who had been into a litany of sins. Remember I said that these people had 
miss-placed love.  All throughout 2 Timothy, and 1 Timothy, there was a problem with false 
doctrine creeping in. People were getting sidetracked by false doctrine. They were even 
being deceived by false doctrine.  

b. But now Paul says that Timothy has not had that problem. Timothy has known Paul’s 
teaching, not only that, Paul uses nine nouns to describe things that Timothy knew, followed 
and experienced alongside Paul. Timothy knew and followed Paul’s teaching, way of life, 
purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, and sufferings.  

c. Timothy knows the proper teaching, the teaching that Paul taught which came straight from 
the Holy Spirit. Many times Paul would tell Timothy to watch his doctrine closely. Doctrine is 
important.  

d. Timothy knows Paul’s way of life: Paul’s way of life included planting churches, working for 
money and not extorting a church out of money.  

e. Timothy knew Paul’s faith. We talk about faith in such a shallow way. Faith is really trust. 
Faith is also belief. But this isn’t a casual belief. Faith is trust and belief. A few years ago, 
there was a man who walked a tight rope/cable across Niagara Falls. This man had trust in 
that rope, right? He had trust in that rope to hold him up. Why? He knew what that rope or 
cable was capable of. We must trust in Christ for our salvation. We do this knowing what we 
believe about Christ which is found in the Gospel.  

f. Timothy knew Paul’s persecutions and sufferings. In Paul’s first missionary journey he was 
stoned and left for dead and that is what Paul is referring to in Iconium.  
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g. Paul says that all who desire to live godly will be persecuted. Now, this may not always be 
physical persecution, but we will suffer. But I don’t want to park there.  

h. In verse 13 Paul says that evil men and imposters. These are likely false teachers.  

i. These are the people who deceive. These are the people who are deceiving the Christians.  

II. In verses 14-17 Paul talks about the test to make sure that someone is a proper teacher and that 
is the Scriptures.  

a. The Scriptures are always the test. First Paul writes about Timothy’s upbringing in the 
Scriptures and then Paul writes about the Scriptures themselves.  

b. Now, why would people not want to believe in the Scriptures? The answer is sin, and the 
answer is partially the times we live in. The culture we live in is called “Postmodern.” I want 
to give you some quick thoughts on postmodernism.  

i. A few characteristics of postmodernism include:  

ii. A distrust of authority, somewhat a rebellion 

iii. A distrust of truth. There is no truth. You can believe what you want to believe and I 
will believe what I want to believe. This means pluralism. We get the belief that all 
roads lead to heaven. There is nothing to substantiate that belief, but it is there. 
There is no one view of the world but a multitude of worldviews 

c. God’s Word is ultimate truth: this Scripture passage affirms that there is ultimate Truth out 
there and it is found in Scripture. Let’s look at verses 16-17:  

i. à Do I view all Scripture as Inspired? Inspired means “God breathed.” The 
Scriptures came from God. God spoke through His people. He superintended His 
message to His people through His people.  

ii. àDo I try to take it apart and manipulate passages as if they may not be inspired? 

iii. àDo I read the Scriptures and treat them as inspired?  

iv. àAt the time of Paul’s writing he would have been referring to the Old Testament; 
however, 1Cor 14:37 makes it clear that Paul knew he was writing Scripture.  

d. Paul says that “all” Scripture is God-breathed.  

e. Paul goes on to define how Scripture is useful. It is useful because it comes from God.  

f. Paul says that Scripture is God-breathed. This comes from the word “inspired.” Now, it is 
most likely that Paul coined this term. We don’t know of this term anywhere else before this 
even in extra Biblical literature.  
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g. Inspired means come from God, actually breathed out by God. That is different than 
someone saying, “oh, that person’s book was inspired!” 

h. It is useful for: 

i. Teaching 

ii. Rebuking: Scripture is useful for a rebuke. A rebuke is a sharp correction or 
conviction. These deceivers can be rebuked with the Scriptures.  

iii. àsometimes when we ready the Scriptures and it tells us we are wrong it is 
offensive, it is convicting. 

iv. Correcting: Scripture is useful for correcting.  

v. The Greek word for this can mean “straightening.” This has the idea of “making 
straight again.” 

vi. Training in righteousness: Scripture is useful to train us on how to live a godly life 

i. Verse 17 shows the purpose of Scripture. Scripture is so we can be ready.  

j. I see an idea of going on a trip and wanting to have everything needed. I have heard the 
expression, “She packed everything but the kitchen sink.” I am that way; I like to always be 
prepared. Scripture is available to make us prepared for “every” good work.   

I was at a Gideons dinner and I heard some wonderful testimonies about the power of Scripture. The 
Gideons go to hotels and switch out the old Bibles with new and send the old Bibles to the prisons. One 
Bible was written inside. Someone from California had written something like: “Dear you [he didn’t 
know who sent the Bible there] because of this Bible I have changed my life from living in drugs and 
sleeping around and …” He goes on to share how he was living a destructive path of momentary 
pleasure, but the Word of God changed his life.  

I also read this (the bulletin at the 2012 Gideon’s Pastor appreciation dinner at the Hartville Kitchen: 

A much-feared man and known killer in a village in Russia obtained some pages torn from a New 
Testament placed by the Gideons International. In the process of rolling cigarettes with them, he read 
on one of the pages that God loved him. He wept all night because no one had ever loved him before. 
The very next day, he went to a neighboring town, found a pastor and was led to the Lord. Four years 
later, 150 people—nearly his entire village—had accepted Christ thanks to his testimony and the 
evidence of his changed life.  

There are around 6.4 billion people in the world and around 4 billion don’t know Jesus. We can come to 
know Him through the Word of God. God’s Word is powerful.  

i. àWe are not ready for the Christian life without Scripture 

ii. àWe are not ready for our day without Scripture 
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Story of being on Rudy Rd: several years ago I was coming outside at night getting ready to leave for 
work. It was the middle of the night and we were living in the country.  I saw lights in the sky. The lights 
were slow in coming and that gave me time to think of what the problem could be.  

I thought I was going to have a Divine encounter, then a car came up the road. The road had a hill which 
made the headlights go in the sky.  

A few months before that Meagan was on her way home to our house in the country. She saw lights in 
the sky and got really scared. She called her step dad who told her about a blimp in the area.  

We cannot rely on our own wisdom. We must rely on God’s Wisdom and help which may not help 
immediately in situations as the ones I just mentioned; however, we can still seek out answers and 
wisdom and know that God’s Word is ultimate Truth.  

Do you make up your own Christianity? Are you striving for a religion of your own? Do you take what 
you want of the Bible and discount the rest?  

Or, do you recognize the authority from the Bible? 

Are you studying the Scriptures so that you may be thoroughly equipped for every good work?  

Prayer 

 

 
 

 

 


