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Genesis 22 
 
The Outline Bible: 
 
The Command to Abraham (22:1–24) 
I. Abraham’s sorrow (22:1–8) 

a. The order (22:1–2): God commands Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt 
offering. 

b. The obedience (22:3): Along with Isaac and two servants, Abraham heads out for the 
land of Moriah. 

c. The ordeal (22:4–8) 
d. Isaac’s question (22:7): “Father? … Where is the lamb for the sacrifice? 
e. Abraham’s answer (22:8): “God will provide a lamb, my son.” 

II. Isaac’s submission (22:9–10): He allows Abraham to bind him on the altar. 
III. God’s substitute (22:11–24) 

a. The nature of Abraham’s offering (22:11–13): He is commanded to offer up a nearby 
ram instead of Isaac. 

b. The name of Abraham’s God (22:14): Abraham calls that place “Yahweh Yir’eh” 
(“The Lord Will Provide”). 

c. The number of Abraham’s descendants (22:15–19): The angel of the Lord again 
promises Abraham that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars of the sky 
and the sand on the seashore. 

d. The news concerning Abraham’s family (22:20–24): Abraham learns that his brother 
Nahor has had eight sons. One of them is Bethuel, who will become the father of 
Rebekah (Isaac’s wife). 

 
 

John Piper 

When Obedience Feels Impossible 

Devotional by John Piper 

By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac. (Hebrews 11:17) 

For many of you right now — and for others of you the time is coming — obedience feels like 
the end of a dream. You feel that if you do what the word of God or the Spirit of God is calling 
you to do, it will make you miserable and that there is no way that God could turn it all for good. 

Perhaps the command or call of God you hear just now is to stay married or stay single, to stay in 
that job or leave that job, to get baptized, to speak up at work about Christ, to refuse to 
compromise your standards of honesty, to confront a person in sin, to venture a new vocation, to 
be a missionary. And as you see it in your limited mind, the prospect of doing this is terrible — 
it’s like the loss of Isaac, the only son who can be an heir. 
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You have considered every human angle, and it is impossible that it could turn out well. 

Now you know what it was like for Abraham. This story is in the Bible for you. 

Do you desire God and his way and his promises more than anything, and do you believe that he 
can and will honor your faith and obedience by being unashamed to call himself your God, and 
to use all his wisdom and power and love to turn the path of obedience into the path of life and 
joy? 

That is the crisis you face now: Do you desire him? Will you trust him? The word of God to you 
is: God is worthy and God is able. 

Devotional excerpted from “The Hope of Exiles on the Earth”1 

Detailed analysis: 
 
I. Abraham’s sorrow (22:1–8) 

a. The order (22:1–2): God commands Abraham to sacrifice his son Isaac as a burnt 
offering. 

ESV SB: 22:1 God tested Abraham. The particular form of the verb “tested” makes this phrase a 
summary of the whole passage and clarifies the meaning of the events. The genuineness of 
Abraham's obedience to God is tested. While it is not unknown for God to test individuals, testing 
must be clearly distinguished from tempting. God does not tempt anyone to do evil (see note on 
James 1:13); he does, however, test the commitment of people (e. g., Ex. 15:25; 16:4). 

b. Verses 1-2: After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And 
he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the 
mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

c. Some time after...  
d. This is after Abraham was in the land of the Philistines and he made a treaty with 

Abimelech 
e. God tested Abraham 
f. Warren Wiersbe reviewed the tests that Abraham underwent: the family test, when 

he had to leave his loved ones and step out to a new land; the famine test, when he 
went down into Egypt; the fellowship test, when Lot separated from him; the fight 
test, when he defeated the Mesopotamian kings; the fortune test, when he said no to 
Sodom’s wealth; the fatherhood test, when Sarah got impatient with God; and the 
farewell test, when Ishmael left him.974 We might call the sacrifice of Isaac 
Abraham’s filial test, because it tested his love for God and Isaac. 

 
1 https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/when-obedience-feels-
impossible?utm_campaign=Daily%20Email&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=69934536
&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-
_jbDaPupuTv1hwJnip_ludsrWHVE38DcjfpCDhz0jap7_mMrxm8nIoBZObxfYOoGKPIQgVR9HORzBF5KENkCkyv91tLA
&_hsmi=69934536 
974 Ibid. 
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g. God called on Abraham to make five great sacrifices: his native country, his extended 
family, his nephew Lot, his son Ishmael, and his son Isaac. Each sacrifice involved 
something naturally dear to Abraham, but each resulted in greater blessings from 
God. Previously, God had called Abraham to cut himself off from his past (12:1); now 
He called him to cut himself off from his future.2 

h. this verb means to try; to test; to prove 
i. Swindoll: The Hebrew word nasah, translated “tested” in Genesis 22:1, has the idea 

of proving the quality of something, usually by putting it through a trial of some 
kind. God wanted to prove the validity—the authenticity—of Abraham’s faith.3 

j. Swindoll: God’s instructions to Abraham included the words “burnt offering.” This 
means a whole burnt offering. The Hebrew term olah refers to putting the entire 
animal on the altar—hoof, tail, head, ears, horns, carcass—all of it. With other types 
of sacrifice the worshiper was to eat a part of the offering as if to partake in the 
ceremony with God. But the olah offering was to be entirely consumed by the fire 
before Him. It obviously signifies a complete sacrifice. That’s the word used by God. 
He says, in effect, “I want the entire body of this young man placed on the altar and 
released back to Me.”4 

k. Abraham responds “Here I am.”  
l. I notice no hesitation  
m. Verse 2: 
n. repetition “take your son, 'your only son.' 
o. Dr. Rydelnic: “only” son. 
p. The context is Gen 21 when Ishmael was mocking Isaac. So, this seems like Abraham 

disowned Ishmael. Plus, Isaac was the child of promise. Rabbi said the testing was will 
Abraham give up the only son he has left. Isaac was specially beloved and his only son.5  

q. God specifies: “whom you love...” 
r. Vince and Jo Vitali shared about this. The way the Hebrew is worded is extremely loving of 

God. It is like God is saying “your dear son.”  
s. Additionally, the whole passage is about Abraham and faith. We think of Abraham as a man 

of faith but many times we have seen weak faith. He did not trust God in Egypt and then 
again with the birth of Isaac. He took Hagar and then again he asked if Ishmael could be the 
heir. He did not trust God. There were other cases too. But the way this looks Isaac is older. 

 
2 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
22:1. 

3 Swindoll, Charles R.. Fascinating Stories of Forgotten Lives (Great Lives Series) . Thomas 
Nelson. Kindle Edition.  

4 Swindoll, Charles R.. Fascinating Stories of Forgotten Lives (Great Lives Series) . Thomas 
Nelson. Kindle Edition.  

5 Dr. Ryelnic; Open Line; 03.05.2022 
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It seems as though they were in this together. Further, it seems clear that Abraham thought 
Isaac would be resurrected (Hebrews says that). Lastly, for now, this could be an example 
that the Lord was making AGAINST human sacrifice (I am saying that not them). Of course 
this is prophetic about Jesus and His sacrifice.  

t. Isaac is specified.  
u. Abraham had another son, but Ishmael was not a son of promise.  
v. The land of Moriah, on one of the mountains...  
w. God will indicate the mountain.  
x. 2 Chron 3 
y. Moriah: Jewish tradition says this is the same place as the Temple Mount though this is not 

for sure as this says “land of…” this is neat.6  
z. ESV SB: your only son Isaac, whom you love. With the departure of Ishmael from 

Abraham's household, Isaac had become Abraham's only son. As such, he was held 
with much affection by his father. land of Moriah. According to 2 Chron. 3:1, 
Solomon constructed the temple on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem. While Genesis 22 
does not specify that the sacrifice of Isaac took place at or near Jerusalem, v. 14 
possibly implies such a connection. A burnt offering involved the entire sacrifice 
being consumed by fire. The outcome of the incident makes it clear that God never 
intended the directive to be fulfilled. Thus, taken as a whole (in terms of both the 
command and the outcome), the incident cannot be seen to conflict with God's moral 
law. Because this was by far the greatest demand that God could have made of 
Abraham, it confirmed the depth of the Patriarch's commitment. Abraham was willing 
to kill his own son, although as the author of Hebrews observes (Heb. 11:17–19), he 
prepared to do so believing that God was able to bring Isaac back to life again (see 
note on Gen. 22:5–8) 

aa. 1 John 4:9 
bb. John 3:16 
cc. The obedience (22:3): Along with Isaac and two servants, Abraham heads out for the 

land of Moriah. 
dd. Verse 3: So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of 

his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for the burnt 
offering and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

ee. Early in the morning he got up 
ff. Soren kierkegaard wrote a book called “Fear and Trembling.” The danish philosopher tried 

to get a handle on the internal agony accompanied in a believer doing things by faith. Faith 
not a glib kind of assurance but it takes place in the midst of dread. He uses this example of 
Abraham. Why did Abraham get up early in the morning? Kierkegaard‘s makes the case it is 
because he was so devout. However, Sproul says if he was he was not like any believer he 
knows. He likely couldn’t sleep…As Abraham cuts the wood all his emotions are poured out 
with each swing of the ax.7  

gg. Dr. White of Cedarville University pointed out that maybe he never slept. How could 
he sleep that night after these instructions.  

 
6 White Horse Inn; 06.13.2021 
7 Renewing Your Mind; 09.06.2021 
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hh. Did Abraham let Sarah know where he was going? Dr. White doubts it. There is no 
way a mother would let him go. This is her only son entirely.  

ii. He saddled his donkey.  
jj. 2 of his servants went along  
kk. He cut the wood and then headed to the place God spoke to him about.  
ll. He then headed to the place which God spoke with him about.  
mm. I wonder if by now God revealed to him the mountain he was going to.  
nn. The ordeal (22:4–8) 

Verses 4-8: Genesis 22:4–8 (ESV) 
4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.  
5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the boy will go over 
there and worship and come again to you.”  
6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his 
hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together.  
7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, 
“Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  
8Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So they 
went both of them together. 

oo. Verse 4: Abraham sees the place from afar, from a distance.  
pp. ESV SB: On the third day. It requires about two days to travel on foot from 

Beersheba to Jerusalem, a distance of about 45 miles (72 km) “as the crow flies.” 
Elsewhere, two days also represents the time set aside to prepare for a special 
encounter with God on the third day (see Ex. 19:11). Perhaps this sets the pattern for 
the significant “third day” (cf. Matt. 16:21; 1 Cor. 15:4) 

qq. Verse 5: Abraham tells the servants to stay behind.  
rr. Abraham says that “we” will go up and “worship” and return. 
ss. Rabbinic teaching in the Midrash taught that Isaac was 37 years old here because Sarah 

lived 37 years after Isaac was born (Gen 23:19 says that she was 127 years old when she 
died and we know that she was 90 when he was born) and Abraham came back after this 
and told Sarah what he did and she died.  

tt. Dr. Rydelnic does not believe that but it is what the Midrash teaches. They use that 
emphasize that Isaac was a willing sacrifice and he asked his father to bind him tightly so 
that he could not get lose. Then they ask God at Yom Kippur to apply the merit of Isaac to us 
when we pray.  

uu. Gen 22 does show that he was willing. Gen 22 Abraham tells the servants that he was going 
to come back and that he would return. Abraham may have thought of resurrection.  

vv. Dr. Rydelnic thinks he was a teenager or young teen, maybe 10. The word in Hebrew used of 
him is a valled (spelling) and that could be a child to up to a young ten. Dr. Rydelnic thinks 
maybe 9-17 years old. We do see his willingness and Abraham’s full confidence in God.8   

Josephus in Jewish antiquities has something about Abraham sharing with Isaac that they will return. See 
below: 

 

8 Open Line; 10.15.2022 
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3. As soon as the altar was prepared, and Abraham had laid on the wood, and all things were entirely 
ready, he said to his son, “O son: I poured out a vast number of prayers that I might have thee for my son: 
when thou wast come into the world, there was nothing that could contribute to thy support, for which I 
was not greatly sollicitous: nor any thing wherein I thought my self happier than to see thee grown up to 
man’s estate; and that I might leave thee, at my death, the successor to my dominion. But since it was by 
God’s will that I became thy father; and it is now his will that I relinquish thee; bear this consecration to 
God with a generous mind. For I resign thee up to God, who has thought fit now to require this testimony 
of honour to himself, on account of the favours he hath conferred on me, in being to me a supporter and 
defender. Accordingly thou, my son, wilt now die, not in any common way of going out of the world, but 
sent to God, the father of all men, beforehand, by thy own father, in the nature of a sacrifice. I suppose he 
thinks thee worthy to get clear of this world, neither by a disease, neither by war, nor by any other severe 
ways, by which death usually comes upon men: but so that he will receive thy soul with prayers and holy 
offices of religion; and will place thee near to himself; and thou wilt there be to me a succourer and 
supporter in my old age: on which account I principally brought thee up; and thou wilt thereby procure 
me God for my comforter instead of thy self.”9 

ww. Abraham planned to worship.  
xx. Abraham expected to return. 
yy. The NET Bible note: This Hebrew word literally means “to bow oneself close to the 

ground.” It often means “to worship.” 
zz. It is impossible to know what Abraham was thinking when he said, “we will…return 

to you.” When he went he knew (1) that he was to sacrifice Isaac, and (2) that God 
intended to fulfill his earlier promises through Isaac. How he reconciled those facts is 
not clear in the text. Heb 11:17–19 suggests that Abraham believed God could restore 
Isaac to him through resurrection. 

aaa. Verse 6:  
bbb. John 19:17: Jesus carried His own cross 
ccc. the fire and knife were both in his hand??? 
ddd. maybe because it was difficult to build a fire he brought it with him. He walked 

after putting the wood on Isaac or that is a summary.  
eee. Isaac knowing about sacrifices sees the wood and the fire but no lamb. He knows 

something is missing.  
fff. John 1:36 John the baptizer says look at the lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world.  
“There are indications to suggest that the meaning of Abba in Mark 14:36 is to be found in the 
light of its whole context and Genesis 22. Jesus’ final trial in Gethsemane appears to be 
modelled on the supreme trial of Abraham and Isaac. Despite his horror and anguish before the 
prospect of an imminent sacrificial death, Isaac calls to Abraham his Abba and, as a faithful son, 
obeys the voice of God speaking through his father. Parallel to this, Jesus says Abba to God in 
the same way that Isaac does to Abraham. In this context, Abba has the meaning of ‘father’ in 
the sense of a relationship to a devoted and obedient son. In Jesus’ supreme hour of trial, it is his 
trust and obedience to God as Abba that carries him through, even to the cross. This meaning of 
Abba may prompt further study of the significance of son in other NT texts to discover whether 
the obediential aspect may be more prominent than has been suspected. The father-son 

 
9 https://penelope.uchicago.edu/josephus/ant-1.html 
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relationship in Genesis 22 may be a far-reaching New Testament model of that between Jesus 
and God.”98910 
  

ggg. Isaac’s question (22:7): “Father? … Where is the lamb for the sacrifice? It ends 
being a ram, they were using the word “lamb” as generic for sacrifice. In other words they 
were saying God would provide the sacrifice. They were using the actual word “lamb” but to 
mean sacrifice.11 

hhh. Abraham’s answer (22:8): “God will provide a lamb, my son.” 
iii. This is a theme running through this passage.  

II. Isaac’s submission (22:9–10): He allows Abraham to bind him on the altar. 
Verses 9-10: When they came to the place of which God had told him, Abraham built the altar 
there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the 
wood. Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 

a. They come to the place  
b. God told him about this place.  
c. Abraham had to build the alter 
d. he arranged the wood 
e. he tied up his son.  
f. Abraham built an altar there. The theme of Abraham’s altar building culminates here. He 

has been a faithful worshiper. Will he continue to worship when called upon to make 
such a radical sacrifice? 

g. Then he tied up. This text has given rise to an important theme in Judaism known as the 
Aqedah, from the Hebrew word for “binding.” When sacrifices were made in the 
sanctuary, God remembered the binding of Isaac, for which a substitute was offered. See 
D. Polish, “The Binding of Isaac,” Jud 6 (1957): 17-21. 

h. CSB SB: Abraham followed the standard procedure for a burnt offering involving a 
living being. In describing his preparation, the Bible emphasizes only Abraham’s 
systematic acts of obedience, omitting any mention of Abraham’s or Isaac’s feelings.12 

i. I cannot understand how he could do this.  
j. I imagine him weeping as he does this.  
k. His son is obedient. 
l. Like a lamb to the slaughter... Isa 53:7 
m. Verse 10:  
n. Abraham take the knife and prepares to slaughter his son.  
o. Such a strong word. Such a strong narrative.  

III. God’s substitute (22:11–24) 
a. The nature of Abraham’s offering (22:11–13): He is commanded to offer up a nearby 

ram instead of Isaac. 
 

989 Joseph A. Grassi, “Abba, Father (Mark 14:36): Another Approach,” Journal of the American 
Academy of Religion 50:3 (September 1982):455. 
10 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
22:1. 
11 Open Line; 05.22.2021 
12 Robert D. Bergen, “Genesis,” in CSB Study Bible: Notes, ed. Edwin A. Blum and Trevin Wax 
(Nashville, TN: Holman Bible Publishers, 2017), 42. 
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Genesis 22:11–13 (ESV) 
11But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he 
said, “Here I am.”  
12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear 
God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.”  
13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a 
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering 
instead of his son. 

b. Verse 11: Heb “the messenger of the Lord” (also in v. 15). Some identify the angel of 
the Lord as the preincarnate Christ because in some texts the angel is identified with 
the Lord himself. However, see the note on the phrase “the Lord’s angel” in Gen 
16:7. 

c. Direct verbal parallel that verse 1 it is God and verse 11 the Angel of the Lord. Further: “Me” 
in verse 12 is the One who told him to do this in verse 1. Angel of the Lord most likely Jesus, 
so Jesus is saying don’t stretch out your hand, knowing what He will do.13  

d. the messenger of the Lord, maybe Jesus, comes in the Knick of time.  
e. One writes: Notice how many Angel of the Lord moments are near Gospel 

declarations (I do not remember the source, maybe the White Horse Inn).  
f. ESV SB: the angel of the Lord. See note on 16:7. The repetition of the name 

Abraham, Abraham underscores the urgency of the intervention (cf. 22:1). 
g. Verse 12:  
h. Don't do anything to the boy.  
i. God knows he fears the Lord. 
j. ESV SB: now I know that you fear God. Abraham's action confirms his faithful 

obedience to God. While Abraham's faith was earlier the means by which God 
counted him as righteous (15:6), that faith is now “active along with his works,” and 
the faith is “completed by his works” (James 2:21–23), so that his faith resulted in 
obedience, which is its expected outcome. On God's knowledge, see note on Gen. 
18:21. 

k. God had previously told Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice (v. 2), but now He told 
him not to sacrifice him (“Do not reach out your hand,” v. 12). Sometimes, even 
today, we may proceed on a course of action believing that God has called us to it. 
Yet afterward, we may become equally convinced that He wants us to do the very 
opposite. We should not necessarily conclude that we were wrong in the first case. 
God may be testing our faith, as He did Abraham’s.14 

l. Verse 13:  
m. There was a ram caught in the bushes by his horns. 
n. ESV SB: behind him was a ram. Although Abraham has passed the test, God 

provides a ram so that it may be sacrificed as a burnt offering. In Genesis such 
sacrifices are associated with solemn promises made by God (see 8:20–22). instead 
of his son. The fact that a ram died in the place of Isaac has led many Christian 
interpreters to see introduced here the principle of substitutionary atonement, which 

 
13 White Horse Inn; 06.13.2021 
14 Tom Constable, Tom Constable’s Expository Notes on the Bible (Galaxie Software, 2003), Ge 
22:9. 
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would later become a reality in the substitutionary sacrificial death of Christ on the 
cross, as “the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 

o. Thicket could be translated as “entanglement of thorns.” 
p. In Hebrew horns are associated with royalty so maybe this is not a normal ram???15  
q. Verse 14: He called that place the Lord provides.  
r. NET: Heb “the Lord sees” ( הֶאְרִי הָוהְי , yéhvah yir’eh, traditionally transliterated 

“Jehovah Jireh”; see the note on the word “provide” in v. 8). By so naming the 
place Abraham preserved in the memory of God’s people the amazing event that 
took place there. 

s. The name of Abraham’s God (22:14): Abraham calls that place “Yahweh Yir’eh” 
(“The Lord Will Provide”). 

t. Verse 14: So Abraham called the name of that place, “The Lord will provide”; as it is 
said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 

u. ESV SB: Echoing Abraham's earlier comment to Isaac in v. 8, the location is named 
The Lord will provide. On the basis of this, the belief developed (as it is said to this 
day) that God would provide the sacrifice necessary to atone for sin. the mount of the 
Lord. This probably denotes the hill on which the temple was later built in Jerusalem 
(see Isa. 2:3). 

v. The Lord will provide could be possibly translated  “The Lord will reveal” 
w. This isn’t looking back but looking to the future.  
x. Look at the next few verses. Gen 22.17 and Paul connects “seed” is singular and refers to 

Christ.  He is somewhat looking back but also looking forward  
 
IV. The number of Abraham’s descendants (22:15–19): The angel of the Lord again promises 

Abraham that his descendants will be as numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand on 
the seashore. 
 
a. ESV SB: The divine oath recorded in these verses should not be overlooked, for it 

brings to a climax a process that started with the conditional promises made by God 
to Abraham in 12:1–3. By myself I have sworn. The fact that God swears by himself 
gives to these words a unique authority, assuring Abraham that they will indeed be 
fulfilled (see Heb. 6:13–18). The oath falls into two parts:whereas the first half 
focuses on Abraham's many descendants, the second part concentrates on a single 
descendant who will overcome his enemies (Gen. 22:17) and mediate blessing to all 
the nations of the earth (v. 18). Although the second half of the oath is often taken to 
refer to all of Abraham's descendants, Genesis as a whole is interested in tracing a 
single unique line of offspring that will eventually bring forth a special King who will 
rule over the Gentiles (see Introduction:History of Salvation Summary), and the 
reference to “ his enemies” points in this direction (see note on 3:15). This is why 
Paul (Gal. 3:16) can insist on one offspring, who is “Christ” (i. e., the Messiah; cf. 
Gen. 3:15; 24:60 for “offspring” as a particular descendant). And this explains why 
Isaac is clearly set apart from Ishmael as Abraham's heir. From the perspective of 
the whole Bible, this oath to Abraham comes to fulfillment in Jesus Christ (Acts 3:25–
26; Gal. 3:16). 

 
15 White Horse Inn; 06.13.2021 
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Genesis 22:15–19 (ESV) 
15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven  
16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this and have not 
withheld your son, your only son,  
17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and as the 
sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,  
18and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 
voice.”  
19So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and went together to Beersheba. And 
Abraham lived at Beersheba. 

b. ESv SB: because you  .   .   . have not withheld your son, your only son. The central 
focus of God's words to Abraham is on the way in which Abraham's actions are a 
vindication of his faith (see Rom. 4:3, 22–23; Gal. 3:6; James 2:23). Many also see 
an allusion in Rom. 8:32 to this verse 

c. Notice this is the angel of the Lord 
d. Notice this is the second time.  
e. Notice in verse 16 we see “son, your only son” again.  
f. Keil and Delitzsch: To confirm their unchangeableness, Jehovah swore by Himself 

(cf. Heb. 6:13ff.), a thing which never occurs again in His intercourse with the 
patriarchs; so that subsequently not only do we find repeated references to this oath 
(Gen. 24:7; 26:3; 50:24; Ex. 13:5, 11; 33:1, etc.), but, as Luther observes, all that is 
said in Ps. 89:36; 132:11; 110:4 respecting the oath given to David, is founded upon 
this.16 

g. Verse 17 is about God’s future blessing on Abraham.   
h. Dr. Rydelnic shares about Verse 17: see also Gen 3:15 
i. Genesis 22:17: This is Messianic; This should be singular not plural; Difference in language 

translation; Plural seeds and then singular.  
j. Many descendants and then an individual particular descendant.  
k. God has promises for all the descendants and for One. 
l. Gal 3:16 has Paul only focusing on the One.17  
m. In his offspring, Jesus, all the nations of the earth will be blessed.  
n. MacArthur: In this formal reaffirmation of His Abrahamic Covenant, the Lord 

mentioned the 3 elements of land, seed, and blessing, but with attention directed 
graphically to the conquest of the Land promised (v. 17, “shall possess the gate of 
their enemies”).18 

o. Verse 19: Abraham returns to his “young” men…. Notice it calls them “young” men.  
p. They arose and went together to Beersheba. 

 
16 Carl Friedrich Keil and Franz Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol. 1 (Peabody, 
MA: Hendrickson, 1996), 160. 
17 Dr Rydelnic  
Open Line 
09.11.2021 
18 John F. MacArthur Jr., The MacArthur Study Bible: New American Standard Bible. (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2006), Ge 22:15–18. 
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q. And Abraham lived in Beersheba. That is a specific note about where he is living.  
V. The news concerning Abraham’s family (22:20–24): Abraham learns that his brother 

Nahor has had eight sons. One of them is Bethuel, who will become the father of 
Rebekah (Isaac’s wife). 

Genesis 22:20–24 (ESV) 
20Now after these things it was told to Abraham, “Behold, Milcah also has borne children to 
your brother Nahor:  
21Uz his firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,  
22Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”  
23(Bethuel fathered Rebekah.) These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham’s brother.  
24Moreover, his concubine, whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and 
Maacah. 

a. This is now after the previous events.  
b. ESV SB: Genealogies often demarcate major sections of material in Genesis. These 

verses, which function like a minor genealogy, divide the main part of the Abraham 
story (chs. 12–22) from several episodes that serve as an appendix to the life of 
Abraham: the death and burial of Sarah (ch. 23); the acquisition of a wife for Isaac 
(ch. 24); and the death of Abraham (25:1–11). The special reference to Rebekah in 
22:23 anticipates the events of ch. 24 when Abraham sends a servant to Paddan-
aram to find a bride for Isaac from among his relatives. concubine (22:24). See note 
on 25:5–6.19 

c. This is an update on his relatives.  
d. MacArthur: it was told. This is clear indication that, despite geographical separation, 

information about family genealogies flowed back and forth in the Fertile Crescent 
region. This update advised most notably of a daughter, Rebekah, born to Isaac’s 
cousin, Bethuel (v. 23). It also reminds the readers that Abraham and Sarah had not 
lost all ties with their original home. Abraham’s brother, Nahor, still lived back in 
Mesopotamia, though he had not seen him for about 60 years.20 

e. Milchah is his sister in law, married to his brother Nahor.  
f. See also Gen 11:29ff 
g. Verse 23 gives a notice that Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. She will later 

marry Isaac.  
h. Rebekah is Abraham’s niece.  
i. Verse 24: Nahor also had a concubine who gave him children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
19 Crossway Bibles, The ESV Study Bible (Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles, 2008), 88. 
20 John F. MacArthur Jr., The MacArthur Study Bible: New American Standard Bible. (Nashville, 
TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 2006), Ge 22:20–24. 
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