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My uncle once told me that he has been hurt by Christians more than anyone else.  

Once I was talking with a pastor who was starting a new church in Alliance. He described talking with 
people who do not know Christ and he described their negative image of the church. I read a CNN article 
which said that 1 in 5 Americans say that they have no religion.1  

• What do you think? Do you believe that it could be true that people who do not attend church have 
a negative image of Christians? 

• Do you think it could be true that some do not attend church because of Christians? 

• How many of us have been emotionally harmed by other Christians?  

I know that sometimes the other Christian may not have meant to harm us. Something may have simply 
come out the wrong way, which happens. But other times, sometimes, alleged Christians can be just 
cruel.  

When I was in college I had a professor, his name was Dr. Hutchinson. His father was a pastor, but his 
father died when he was a child. He said that after his father’s death he saw the church really being the 
church. His local church stepped in and really helped take care of his family. The church was doing good. 

Today, we are going to begin a short study on the Epistle written to Titus. As we look at this 
introduction, I want you to notice that Paul’s purpose in Titus is to say that Faith and works go together. 
Christians must live their faith.  

Read with me Titus 1:1-4: 

Titus 1:1–4 (ESV) 
1Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the sake of the faith of God’s elect and 
their knowledge of the truth, which accords with godliness,  
2in hope of eternal life, which God, who never lies, promised before the ages began  
3and at the proper time manifested in his word through the preaching with which I have been 
entrusted by the command of God our Savior;  
4To Titus, my true child in a common faith: Grace and peace from God the Father and Christ 
Jesus our Savior. 
I. In verses 1-3 Paul is stating his mission and his purpose. Let’s look at this a little more in depth.  

a. Notice that Paul calls himself a servant of God. The word actually means that he is a slave of 
God. He is an indentured servant. This means that he is a slave for life of God.  

1. Do we think this way?  
2. Do we think of ourselves as slaves to Christ?  
3. Do we orchestrate our lives thinking about what Christ would have us do? 

 
1 http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2012/10/09/survey-one-in-five-americans-is-religiously-unaffiliated/?hpt=hp_c2 
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b. Now verses 1-3 are all Paul’s introduction and as the introduction he gives some extra 
material which really shows his purpose. But one thing you may wish to know is that this is 
one of his longest introductions. In Romans Paul gave a longer introduction and that is it.  

c. Paul says that he is an apostle. This means that he is one sent with a purpose. This means 
that he is an ambassador of Christ.  

d. Then Paul says: “To further the faith of God’s elect…” 
i. Paul’s purpose right here is evangelism and discipleship. Do you notice that? Here in 

this passage Paul says that he is furthering the faith of the elect. The elect are those 
who are Christians or will become Christians. Paul is concerned with sharing the 
Gospel. Paul is concerned with spreading the good news of Christ.  

ii. Obviously as an apostle this means that Paul believes that he is sent on a mission 
and that mission is to share the Gospel with other people. But we also see a little 
more depth here. We see depth in discipleship.   

e. Paul continues “and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness…” 
i. Paul talks about two things here with respect to the Christ followers. One is the idea 

of knowledge. But this is not simply any knowledge; this is knowledge of the Truth.  
ii. Paul is writing about the Truth of the Gospel. Paul is writing about the Truth of 

God’s Word. This is the Truth of eternal life. If you look at verse 2, we can see that 
Paul references that this Truth was declared before the beginning of time.    

iii. This Truth leads to godliness. Notice that idea. Knowing Jesus leads to a different 
lifestyle. God has called us to live a godly life. James 2:17 and the following verses 
shows us that our works show where our faith is and who our faith is in.  

1. What does a life in godliness look like? I have a few examples: 
a. I have worked for far too many people who will say they are 

Christians yet are all too quick to cuss at their employees and 
disrespect them in the work force.  

b. Some people are simply very critical people. How about you? How 
about us? Are we always being critical of other people?  

c. Are we always finding something wrong with the way someone 
does something? Do we ever find something very encouraging to 
say? This may not be those we work with. Maybe those we live with 
can never do something right. Are we encouraging our children? Are 
our encouraging our spouse? Or, are we always finding something 
wrong with the way our spouse or our children do certain tasks? 
These are simply things to think on.   

iv. The other thought which cannot be overlooked in this verse is the idea of 
“knowledge of the Truth.” 

1. In Titus, just like in 1 and 2 Timothy, there was a problem with false doctrine 
and false doctrine is cured and prevented in two ways: One of these ways is 
that we must be about the knowledge of the Truth. Remember that 
absolute ultimate Truth is God’s Word. But another way that false doctrine 
is cured and prevented is in Christians living godly lives.  

2. What would it look like if Christians were known as such great people?  
a. Don’t get me wrong, I know that many Christians are doing great, 

great things, but still why are people sometimes suspicious of us? I 
would say that the negative examples of Christians misrepresenting 
Christ stand out. I would also say that many times people who are 
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fans of Christ represent Christ negatively. These people are like a 
sports fan of Christ, but they are not true followers. They are not a 
player on the field.  

3. What would it look like if Christians were known more for their honesty and 
trustworthiness? 

4. What would it look like if Christians were known as good workers? 
5. What would it look like if Christians were known as respectful, even when 

they are correcting someone they show respect for the person created in 
God’s image? 

f. In verse 2 Paul writes about this hope of eternal life. This hope is secure, God cannot lie and 
He promised this to us. But, interesting that Paul references this in his introduction.  

1. How often are we thinking about eternal life?  
2.  Do we think about Heaven?  

ii. Isn’t hope distinctive in our Christian life? We always have hope. No matter what 
Jesus is standing by you. No matter what Jesus’ church should be standing by you. 
No matter what you have the Holy Spirit.  

i. Paul says that God cannot lie. Paul might have written this because there is 
ancient evidence that Cretans considered lying culturally acceptable. I read this 
past week: "But a more specific pagan theology may be at the root. Paul's 
reference to 'the God who does not lie' could well lampoon the character of the 
Zeus of Cretan tales, who in fact did lie to have sexual relations with a human 
woman (taking the human form of her husband). This same Zeus was also held to 
be the epitome of virtue (defined by his possession of the cardinal virtues), a 
dimension of his character that will come more into focus later in the letter." 

ii. Isn’t it nice that we can trust in God’s promises? God doesn’t lie. We do have 
eternal life in Christ Jesus.  

g. In verse 3 Paul says that he was entrusted to preach this Gospel.  
II. Verse 4: 

a. First let me tell you that like Timothy, Titus was a disciple of Paul. In verse 5 Paul references 
leaving Titus in Crete. We see other references to Titus throughout the New Testament 

b. Now, in verse 4 we see that Paul is addressing this letter to Titus and extending grace and 
peace from God and Christ Jesus our Savior. Once again we see the focus on Christ as the 
Savior.  

Now, what is the something you should take home: Get this, it is complicated (joking): 

Live your faith, faith and a life of good works go together. Knowledge about God and of God must 
transform us in godliness. These are some applications from these four verses that I have applied to 
myself. See if any can apply to you:  

1. I must consider myself a servant of Jesus. To do this I must always have an 
attitude of serving the Lord (1 Cor 10:31). 

2. I must always be about the faith of those who will become Christians.  
3. I must do the work of an evangelist (2 Tim 4:5). 
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4. I must be about allowing the knowledge of the Truth to transform me in 
godliness.  

a. Knowledge must always lead me closer to God 
b. Being closer to God should always mean that I am keeping His 

commands (John 14:15; James 1:22) 
5. I must be about using the knowledge of the Truth to transform others in 

godliness. Godliness must also mean good works. Faith must be about faith 
and works together (Eph 2:10; James 2:17) 

6. I must trust God’s promises, He cannot lie. 
7. I must share these promises of our Savior with others. 
8. God has proclaimed through His Word these promises of Christ. I must also 

proclaim these promises.  
pray 

 

 


