
Sunday School: 
12.04.2022 
Ask Pastor Steve series:  
If someone is saved, but commits suicide; will they go to heaven?  
 
When my brother’s wife was dying his pastor visited him. The pastor said, “You have guns. You 
would hate to think that your wife is in heaven, but you end up in hell by taking your life.”  
 
Is that accurate?  
I think not.  
 
What happens when we are saved? 
 

1. Legal – Justification 
2. Ethical – Sanctification 
3. Familial – Adoption 
4. Natal – Regeneration 
5. Eschatological – glorification 
6. Indwelling spirit 
7. Forgiveness 
8. Union with body of Christ 
9. Spiritual Gifts 
10. Victory over the World 

 
Some of the above w scripture: 
 

• We are regenerated… (2 Cor 5:17: Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. 
The old has passed away; behold, the new has come. See also 2 Peter 1:3-4)  

• Jesus called us (see Romans 8:29-30). 
• Jesus adopted us (Romans 8:15ff; 1 John 3:1) 
• We are sanctified and being sanctified. This means that God has made us holy and is 

making us holy (Romans 1:7; 8:29; 1 Cor 1:2).  See 2 Cor. 3:18 about progressive 
sanctification.  

• We are justified 
• We receive the Holy Spirit 
• Sealed by the Holy Spirit (Eph 1:13ff) 

1 John 3:1 (ESV) 
1See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
 
Romans 8:29–30 (ESV) 
Golden chain of salvation:  



29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers.  
30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
Foreknew- Predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus (sanctification)--- called---- 
justified---- glorified 
 
Romans 3:21–26 (ESV) 
21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law 
and the Prophets bear witness to it—  
22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction:  
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  
24and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  
25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show 
God’s righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  
26It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier 
of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 
Romans 8:9 (ESV) 
9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
 
1 Cor 12:13: 
For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 
were made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Suicide: 

• Ida had diabetes and was facing amputation of her foot. The day before surgery, she wrote 
notes to her grandkids and overdosed on her pain medications. 

• Aaron had been unable to work due to complications from the hazardous chemicals he 
used at his job. He was now running out of money. He’d been turned down for Medicaid, 
Medicare, and disability payments, despite his chronic illness. He did not want to be a 
burden to his family, so the month that he ran out of money, he gave away his valuables 
and cleaned up his apartment. He found a home for his cat and put a gun to his head. 

• Victor drove off a bridge the night before his graduation from college. Afterward his 
parents found out that he had been failing all his classes—because he wasn’t attending 
them—and he had been told that he would not be allowed to graduate. 



• Raysha got very drunk at a high school drinking party and made a fool of herself. 
Humiliated, she left the party, focusing on all the other stupid things she’d done lately. 
When she came to the railroad tracks, she decided to wait for a train.1 

 
Suicide is the third leading cause of death for adolescents 15 to 19 years old. In 2003 there 
were 3,988 suicides among people 15 to 24 years old.12 

• Suicide is the tragic and lethal culmination of a psychological process that results from 
unresolved events that create depression and hopelessness. 

• Someone who is considering suicide cannot see any hope that the future will be different 
from the painful past or present. 

• The risk of suicide is greatest within the first year after a failed attempt. 
• Males tend to use more violent means for suicide (guns, cars) and are more often 

successful than women. 
• Females tend to attempt suicide more often than men but are less often successful at the 

attempt because they use less lethal means (pills, cutting). 
• Often suicide and substance abuse go hand in hand. Substances are involved in 20 to 50 

percent of suicides. 
• Depressed people are more at risk of suicide after depression starts to abate. A person 

who was inert with depression may become decisive with new energy—enough energy 
to commit suicide. 

• Those who have recently begun taking antidepressants may be more at risk because their 
energy level may rise before their mood does. 

• Suicidal individuals suffer from tunnel vision. They do not see any option except death. To 
them, suicide is a “logical” thing to do. That’s the reason suicidal individuals sometimes 
end up taking the lives of others as they kill themselves—they are not seeing the big 
picture. 

• Always take seriously the threat of suicide.3 
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It is a sad fact that some Christians have committed suicide. Adding to the tragedy is the false 
teaching that committing suicide automatically consigns one to hell. Many believe that a 
Christian who commits suicide will not be saved. This teaching is not supported in the Bible.4 
 
Scripture teaches:  

• from the moment we truly believe in Christ, we are guaranteed eternal life (John 3:16).  
• According to the Bible, Christians can know beyond any doubt that they possess eternal 

life (1 John 5:13).  
• Nothing can separate a Christian from God’s love (Romans 8:38–39).  
• No “created thing” can separate a Christian from God’s love, and even a Christian who 

commits suicide is a “created thing”; therefore, not even suicide can separate a 
Christian from God’s love.  

• Jesus died for all of our sins, and if a true Christian, in a time of spiritual attack and 
weakness, commits suicide, his sin is still covered by the blood of Christ.5 
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