
Reincarnation: 
 
The belief that after death a person is reborn. This doctrine was taught by Plato and is widely held by the 
religions that originated in India, especially Hinduism and Buddhism. In these religions a person is 
thought to be successively reincarnated in accordance with karma (the moral principle guaranteeing that 
one reaps what one sows) until final purification is reached and the wheel of reincarnation is escaped. 
Reincarnation is most naturally understood as the rebirth of the soul in a new body, though Buddhists 
deny the existence of a substantial soul.1 
 
Under Hinduism:  
 
Dharma-Samsara-Karma is a three part ethical way of living. This allows them to achieve release and 
freedom which they call Moksha.  

a. Dharma: duty, sometimes translated law or faith. Everyone has a little different duty. It 
is based on your caste. Your fate is determined by the way which you follow caste law.  

i. Story Bhagarad Gita shorter story from larger story the Mahabhavata: This is a 
story about a warrior. He is part of the Kshatriyas (warrior) caste. He is about to 
go into battle but he doesn’t want to. He has spent his whole life as a warrior 
and he is tired of it plus the enemy includes families. So he complains to his 
driver who is a god Vishnu. Vishnu in this case is a god in human form. Bhagard 
Gita doesn’t know that the god Vishnu is a god. He just thinks he is the driver. 
This driver listens to Bhagarad complain but then tells him that it is his duty to 
be a warrior. It is hiss dharma. The god tells him if he does this well now when 
he dies, he will be born up to a duty that doesn’t demand killing. You live your 
duty your Dharma. 

b. Samsara: reincarnation: whether or not your rebirth is up or down us based on Karma.  

c. Karma: the ethical weight that your actions in your life produce. In the story above 
Bhagarad Gita chooses to go to the battle and fight that would be good kharma. If you 
live bad you could be burn into one of the seven hells and if you endure well you will be 
born higher. You can be born higher than a Brahman. You can be born into one of the 6 
heavens. This is all part of condition existence. Each of the Heavens has its Dharma that 
you have to live according to. They say being born into one of the 4 caste is because in 
those conditions you live the best Dharma.  

i. The higher you are born the more memory you have of past life. So, you don’t 
have low class people talking about previous life. One of the worst things that 
you can do that gives bad karma is claiming previous lives that didn’t really 
happen.  

 
1 C. Stephen Evans, Pocket Dictionary of Apologetics & Philosophy of Religion (Downers Grove, 
IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), 101. 



ii. Most gallop polls show that 20% of Americans believe in rebirth/reincarnation. 
There have always been a Christian theology that endorses rebirth. At one of 
the official councils in around 471 the church officially said there is no 
reincarnation. 

iii. Usually people in the west idealize reincarnation. In the east they see this as 
part of the problem. They feel like they are caught in a treadmill. They want to 
be born out of it. That is why the actual ending state called moksha is release. 

II. Eastern religions have a cyclical view of time which is not true of Christianity.  

Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics 

Reincarnation means literally “to come again in the flesh.” This is not to be confused with Christ’s 
“incarnation” as when he came “in the flesh” once and for all (1 John 4:1–2) (see CHRIST, DEITY OF). Re-
incarnation means that after death the human soul attaches to another body and returns to live another 
life. 

There are many forms of reincarnation. The most common spring from Hinduism and Buddhism (see 
ZEN BUDDHISM) and are based in the inexorable law of karma. Under the law of karma, what one sows in 
this life is reaped in the next. Every action in this life has a reaction or consequence in this life or in the 
next.2 
 
Many celebrities have proclaimed their belief in reincarnation. One of the most vocal has been Shirley 
MacLaine. Other famous celebrities who believe in reincarnation have included Glenn Ford, Anne 
Francis (Honey West), Sylvester Stallone (Rocky, Rambo), Audry Landers (Dallas), Paddy Chayevsky 
(author of Marty, The Hospital, Altered States), General George S. Patton, Henry Ford, Salvador Dali, and 
Mark Twain. In music, ex-Beatle George Harrison, Ravi Shankar, Mahavishnu, John McLaughlin, and John 
Denver have been dedicated to spreading the message of their spiritual beliefs in a second chance. Even 
some comic books have gotten in on the act. Camelot 3000, Ronin, and Dr. Strange have all dealt with 
themes of reincarnation.3 
 
Source of the Doctrine. Reincarnation has a long history. Many believe that the original source of the 
doctrine appears to be the Hindu Vedas (Scriptures).  
 
Buddhist, Jainist, and Sikh forms seem to have been derived from these, as have teachings of 
Transcendental Meditation and Hare Krishna. Some Western forms may have arisen from Greek 
philosophy without direct influence from the Hindu teaching, beginning with the Pythagoreans. Psychic 
Edgar Cayce and adherents of the late-eighteenth-century theosophical movement, including writer 
Helena Blavatsky, were influential teachers about multiple lives. Several Christian theologians have 
attempted to harmonize forms of reincarnation with Christianity, among them Geddes MacGregor and 
John Hick.4 
 

 
2 Norman L. Geisler, “Reincarnation,” in Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics, Baker 
Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 639. 
3 Ibid.  
4 Ibid.  



Kinds of Reincarnation. Philosophically, reincarnation is wrapped up in Eastern religions such as 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Taoism. It is strongly rejected by Islam, Judaism, and Christianity. But it was 
never confined to the East. Some early Western philosophers also believed that the soul lives on in 
different forms. Pythagoras (ca. 580–ca. 500 B.C.), Plato (428–348 B.C.), and Plotinus (205–270) all 
believed that the spirit or soul was eternal and could not be destroyed (see IMMORTALITY).5 
 

Plato taught that the immortal soul takes on a body only as punishment for some sin, for which 
suffering will be tenfold; the soul must leave the ideal realm and enter into the material world. Man is “a 
soul in a body, and his soul needs to grow toward the highest good, that it may no longer have to suffer 
continued rebirth but go into that state in which it may, like God, behold and enjoy forever the hierarchy 
of ideal forms, in all their truth, beauty, and goodness” (Noss, 52). Before this final blissful state is realized 
we may come back, even as animals. 

The similarities between Plato and the Hindu doctrine are striking, especially Ramanuja’s “personal” 
system.6 
 
The Bible teaches: 
The concept of reincarnation, in any of its forms, is completely without foundation in the Bible. The 
truth is that we die once and then face judgment (Hebrews 9:27). The Bible never even remotely 
suggests that people have a second chance at life or that they can come back as different people or 
animals. Reincarnation has been a popular belief for thousands of years, but it has never been accepted 
by Christians or followers of Judaism because it is contradictory to Scripture. 
 
Several passages in Scripture refute the idea of reincarnation. Jesus told the criminal on the cross, 
“Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43)—not “You will have another chance to live a life on 
earth.” Matthew 25:46 tells us that, upon death, believers go on to eternal life while unbelievers go on 
to eternal punishment. We are created as individuals, and our identity does not change after death 
(see Luke 9:30). 
Some who believe in reincarnation point to Matthew 17:10–12 as biblical support for reincarnation. The 
disciples ask Jesus about the commonly taught prophecy that Elijah must come before the Messiah 
(verse 10; cf. Malachi 4:5), and Jesus responds by identifying the “Elijah” of the prophecy as John the 
Baptist (Matthew 17:11–13). However, Jesus was not teaching that John the Baptist was Elijah 
reincarnated. For one thing, Elijah did not die; he was taken to heaven in a chariot of fire (2 Kings 2:11), 
so the literal “coming” of Elijah would have been a descent from heaven, not a reincarnation. Jesus calls 
John the Baptist “Elijah” because he came in the “spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:17), not because he 
was Elijah in a literal sense. Also, Elijah himself had just appeared, talking with Jesus (Matthew 17:3), 
which shows that Elijah had not changed his identity—he had not become John. Finally, the people had 
earlier asked John the Baptist if he was Elijah, and he said, “No, I am not” (John 1:21). 
 
Belief in reincarnation is a central tenet in the majority of Indian religious traditions such 
as Hinduism, Sikhism, and Jainism. Many modern pagans also believe in reincarnation, as do some New 
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Age movements, along with followers of Spiritism. For the Christian, however, there can be no doubt: 
reincarnation is unbiblical and must be rejected as false.7 
 
 

The differences between resurrection and reincarnation are as follows: 
Resurrection 
 

Reincarnation 
 

happens once 
 

occurs many times 
 

into the same body 
 

into a different body 
 

into an immortal body 
 

into a mortal body 
 

a perfect state 
 

an imperfect state 
 

an ultimate state 
 

an intermediate state8 
 

 

 
7 https://www.gotquestions.org/reincarnation.html 
8 Norman L. Geisler, “Reincarnation,” in Baker Encyclopedia of Christian Apologetics, Baker 
Reference Library (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1999), 643. 


